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01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
“The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem.”

A definite message is in the mind of the writer and these are the words of the Preacher. Therefore I"m not comfortable with the view that Solomon isn"t the real writer, but rather someone is impersonating him and his experiences. These are the words of Solomon, they are not words put into Solomon"s mouth and neither are they a guess concerning what Solomon might have said about all his experiences.

Verse 2
"Vanity of vanities" says the Preacher, "Vanity of vanities!", All is vanity".

"Vanity of vanities"-"Utterly vain, utterly vain, everything is vain!" (Mof); "Emptiness, emptiness…all is empty" (NEB); "Futility of futilities" (Ber). "A wisp of vapour, a puff of wind, a mere breath-nothing you could get your hands on; the nearest thing to zero. That is the "vanity" this book is about…..It will no longer mean simply what is slight and passing, but more ominously, what is pointless" (Kidner p. 22). 

Primarily the word "vanity" means "breath", in contrast to that which is firm and enduring. Something which has no support. "transitory, evanescent, frail" (Gesenius p. 214). The phrase "vanity of vanities", means that which is most utterly vain, complete vanity, vanity in the highest degree. "futile, empty, meaninglessness, fleeting, pointless, unfulfilling, striving after wind" (Kidwell p. 10). 

"All is vanity"-Early on in the book the writer makes it clear that spiritual realities aren"t vain (). This is reinforced at the end of the book (12:13-14). In fact, in light of God"s searching judgment, everything isn"t vain, rather, everything matters!

Points To Note:

1 "Ecclesiastes is really intended to be a tract for the conversion of the self-sufficient intellectual; it compels him to discard his comfortable, self-flattering illusions and face honestly the instability of all those materialistic props on which he attempts to base his security. At the end of the road for the "hard-headed" materialist lies death and physical dissolution" (Zond. Ency. p. 188). 2. "In other words, it is as if this wise, wealthy, and powerful king had undertaken a trial of Jesus" later challenge: "What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose his own soul?" (Matthew ). And so he set about gaining the whole world and the full enjoyment of all the pleasures and satisfaction that this life could give him" (Bible Difficulties, Archer, p. 255). 

"All"-the next verse defines what Solomon means by "all". We are told "where" all is vanity.

Verse 3
"What advantage does man have in all his work which he does under the sun?"
"What advantage"-"lasting advantage" (Sept). Carefully note this isn"t a statement issued by a lazy person, a teenager trying to get out of their chores, or someone who is against commercialism, private enterprise or capitalism. The writer is not saying that man"s labor results in no profit. But rather, what "kind" of profit does a man really get from his labors in this life? Whatever profit gained in this life is short-lived at best (Matthew ; 1 Timothy 6:17).

"under the sun"-here is the realm of vanity! It will be used 25 times in this book. Leupold writes, "Each time the phrase occurs it is as though the author had said, "Let us for the sake of argument momentarily rule out the higher things"" (p. 43). 

Point To Note:

Often people in this world will say, "It doesn"t get any better than this", or, "You only go around once, so grab all the gusto that you can get!" To all such attitudes Solomon replies, "Well then…if this world is all there is, let us find out by experience whether there is anything ultimately worthwhile in this world---anything that yields real satisfaction. The result of his extensive experiment, carried on under the most favorable conditions possible, was that nothing but meaninglessness and profound disappointment await the…materialist" (Archer p. 255). ""You spend your life working, labouring, and what do you have to show for it?" --so runs a free translation of this verse" (Kidner p. 25)

And Solomon doesn"t merely make the claim---he offers the proof. This is the story of experience, a man who had unlimited earthly resources, and attempted to find meaning in this physical life, and came back empty-handed! He doesn"t merely make the claim, but backs it up with concrete proof and life experience.

The Treadmill

Kidner notes, "Ah, but one hopes to make the world a better place, or at least leave something for those who follow. As though expecting that reply, Qoheleth points to the ceaseless making and unmaking that goes on in human history: the wave after wave of generations with their rise and fall, their coming men who are soon forgotten men" (p. 25). 

Verse 4
"A generation goes and a generation comes, but the earth remains forever."
"One generation enters as another exits, the tragedy manifests itself when men, the highest of God"s creation and made from the earth, continually pass away as the earth remains" (Kidwell p. 20). 

"remains forever"-which doesn"t imply an eternal existence for the planet, for the Hebrew word here rendered "forever" simply means a long age or period. The same word is used in reference to other things which are not eternal in duration, the land promise (Genesis ), circumcision (17:13), the Passover feast (Ex. 12:14), the priesthood of Aaron (Ex. 29:9), the Sabbath Day (Ex. 31:16-17). The word "forever" was rightly used of such things, because all these things lasted during the entire age for which they were designed. The earth is the permanent ground or scene on which all generations will come and go. This is the permanent stage for man"s physical history. But one day that stage will be removed (2 Peter 3:10; Revelation 20:11; 21:1). What this tells us is that the earth will last as long as God needs it to last. Another planet won"t be needed for our habitation-prior to the Second Coming. And, man won"t destroy himself or the earth (Genesis 8:22).

Verse 5
"Also, the sun rises and the sun sets; and hastening to its place it rises there again".

"the sun rises"-Even the powerful sun is caught up in this treadmill of vanity. The word "hastening" means to breathe hard, pant, as one in haste. The sun and the wind () are in constant motion but never arrive at any fixed goal or lasting rest. 

"Qoholeth picks out three examples of this endless round in nature, starting with the most obvious, that of the sun, which stoops from its great upward curve into its decline; and having done so, hastens to repeat itself day after day" (Kidner p. 25). People will say, "What is freer than nature!" But Solomon responds, even nature, the most powerful forces in nature aren"t free. They are on the same treadmill as you and I. And the point is well made that mere activity in and of itself produces nothing of ultimate value. But how many people feel that accomplishing some physical task will bring them happiness. Or, if they are busy, then they are being useful and productive?

Verse 6
"Blowing toward the south, then turning toward the north, the wind continues swirling along; and on its circular courses the wind returns."
Someone might say, "But what is freer than the wind?" But even the wind finds itself on a monotonous cycle. What Solomon says above is also scientifically true. There are basic patterns of air circulation. Warm air that has been heated at the equator rises, and at high altitudes flows north, cools and drops, only to flow southward. The wind, seemingly the freest of all created things, is also in a rut. Which means that differences in weather patterns aren"t "new" differences, they are really only "old" differences. Even the wind doesn"t really get to do anything "new".

Verse 7
"All the rivers flow into the sea, yet the sea is not full. To the place where the rivers flow, there they flow again."
Job had noted the same truth (). Solomon recognized the basic mechanics of the water-vapor cycle. Aristotle (350 B.C.), long after Solomon is accredited as being the first to comprehend the water-vapor cycle. But his understanding was only of a local cycle. Until 1520 A.D., many thought that the rivers flowing into oceans didn"t cause the oceans to rise because the excess water was running off the edge of the earth. In 1770 A.D. it was understood that clouds can transport moisture away from the area in which they were formed. All this makes you wonder, "How did Solomon discover such truths long before anyone else did?" And if the Bible has proven itself right time and time again in all those areas in which we can verify its truthfulness, then the only logical conclusion is that it is right concerning everything of which it speaks. As man discovered that the Bible had been right all along about the water-vapor-cycle, likewise when Jesus comes man will realize that the Bible was right about God, Jesus, heaven, hell, etc…

Verse 8
"All things are wearisome; man is not able to tell it. The eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor is the ear filled with hearing."
"All things are wearisome"-But what is true is nature is also true among mankind. "All things are unspeakably tiresome" (Ber). Without God factored in, nature, is routine, if not boring. "Wearisome"-the idea of labor which is exhausting. 

"man is not able to tell it"-Man isn"t able to explain all things. Life is far more wearisome than man can tell. Solomon is saying, "My examples are just the tip of the iceberg, we could never exhaust this subject."

"eye is not satisfied with seeing"-"Like the ocean our senses are fed and fed, but never filled" (Kidner pp. 25-26). 

"Nor is the ear filled with hearing"-the mind is also constantly searching and never finding rest.

Points To Note:

1 While man can see and learn many things, apart from God, his quest for knowledge will always be incomplete. Look at the years that people waste dedicating their lives to the defense and study of some false theory, like Evolution. 2. No matter how much you see or hear---you still won"t be satisfied. There is no ultimate experience in this life that will fill you up, so you will be content and satisfied. 3. Here is a warning to all addicts, whether drug, sexual, etc…., you are only setting yourself up for extreme disappointment and frustration. Nothing in this life offers the ultimate "high". 4. The filling of your senses cannot be accomplished! 

But Wait A Minute----There Is Something New On The Market!

Someone might respond, "Well other generations couldn"t find happiness in things, but they didn"t have…….." Each generation seems to think that they have really found the ultimate. The ultimate car, toy, house, gadget, thrill, adventure, etc….How many times do you hear people expressing the sentiment, "How could people in the past be happy without one of our modern conveniences?" 

Verse 9
"That which has been is that which will be, and that which has been done is that which will be done. So, there is nothing new under the sun."
Points to Note:

Solomon isn"t denying advances in technology or human creativity. But basically, nothing is new. "For example, man"s journey to the moon and the discovery of America, though different, were both explorations of distant places, involving adventure and risk" (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 980). Which means those who walked on the moon probably didn"t experience a bigger thrill than Columbus or other explorers. We have "new" medicines, but the process, the work, toil, adventure and thrill of discovery isn"t new.

Verse 10
"Is there anything of which one might say, "See this, it is new"? Already it has existed for ages which were before us."
"See this, it is new"-Such a statement only proves the point being made in . Our memories are short-lived. What we think is new is only new to us. And it is very easy to see the above truth once you have lived for some time. Fashions, trends, hairstyles, kids names, music, etc….all end up coming back. Things go out of style and then they come back in style. And what one generation was tired of, another generation greedily exclaims, "this is the greatest!" The same thing is seen in the religious world. What some denomination discards, another group will pick up and think it has just found the ultimate key to church growth or instant spirituality. Unfortunately, many of our liberal brethren are caught up in the above web of thinking that some practice or belief that is new to them is what the church can"t survive without.

Verse 11
"There is no remembrance of earlier things; and also of the later things which will occur, there will be for them no remembrance among those who will come later still."
"no remembrance of earlier things"-But some people pin their hopes on posterity. They say, "But we will live on through our children and grandchildren". Or, "I will erect a lasting monument to my existence, I will do something that will guarantee that I will not be forgotten!" "our history is always turning back on itself, failing of its promise. The journey goes on; we never arrive. Under the sun there is nowhere to make for, nothing finally satisfying or really new. As for pinning our hopes on posterity, in the end posterity will have lost the faintest memory of us" (Kidner p. 26). Some say, "But we live in the information age". Actually, a more honest assessment might be---- the loss of information age.

The Credentials Of The Writer

But someone could ask, "What does the writer know about life? What are his qualifications?" In the next verse we are given the credentials of the seeker.

Verse 12
"I, the Preacher, have been king over Israel in Jerusalem."
The word "have been", is also rendered by some, "I have been king thus far, and am one still". "Over Israel", the whole of Israel, and points to a period before the division of the kingdom. "He has been King over a great, peaceful united people; king in Jerusalem, the celebrated, populous, highly-cultivated city, and thus placed on an elevation having the widest survey, and having at his disposal whatever can make a man happy" (Keil, Del., p. 226). Solomon, better than any other man, even modern billionaires, was in a position to test the theory as to whether any lasting satisfaction can be found in this life. "Armed with such advantages, our search will be no circumscribed or tentative affair, but royal, exploring whatever the world can offer to a man of unlimited genius and wealth" (Kidner p. 28). 

Points to Note:

"Solomon was the tenth son of King David and the second son of Bathsheba. Whereas David and Saul had been born among the common people and grew up among them in village and countryside Solomon was born in the palace at Jerusalem and grew up among men of power. He had seen the heights of royal glory and the chaos of rebellion. He was well educated and never knew poverty or hunger. But he did know the consequences of intrigue, jealousy, and murderous hate. Before he grew to maturity several of his older half-brothers had met violent deaths and one half-sister had been raped. In addition a half-brother Adonijah tired to steal the throne from Solomon before David died" (Zond. Ency. p. 470). 

Besides tremendous wealth (1 Kings ; 10:14), incredible wisdom and mental power (1 Kings 3:12; 3:16-28; 4:29-34; 10:1-10), he also had 700 wives and 300 concubines (1 Kings 11:3). "So King Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth in riches and in wisdom" (1 Kings 11:23). This is why we are justified in saying that compared to Solomon, our modern billionaires are small time players. 

Verse 13
"And I set my mind to seek and explore by wisdom concerning all that has been done under heaven. It is a grievous task which God has given to the sons of men to be afflicted with."
"set my mind"-This will be no half-hearted attempt. Solomon is determined, he has mentally prepared himself.

"to seek and explore"-to seek with care, to explore with careful examination. Solomon isn"t going to leave a stone unturned. This will be a thorough study, an in depth investigation. "Explore"-"to explore the subject on all sides" (Leupold p. 52).

"by wisdom"-Solomon isn"t naïve or stupid. He is shrewd and clever, he is attempting to find the ideal balance between such things as pleasure and self-control. He realizes like many sharp people today that too much pleasure can spoil finding pleasure in this life. Like so many famous people today he is attempting to find the ideal amount. He wants to avoid the pitfalls of becoming an alcoholic, drug addict, or individual with a sexually transmitted disease. Solomon is Mr. Black Tie, a James Bond type of individual, in which anything which is done, is done right. Down to the smallest detail, everything from buildings, furnishings, the presentation of a meal, etc….is done right!

"It is a grievous task"-implying a distracting business, engrossing occupation, one which results in little profit. "an ill business hard and difficult to toil at, an undertaking which is enough to drive almost any man to despair" (Kidwell p. 53). "it is an unhappy business" (RSV).

"which God has given to the sons of men"-If such a task is so grievous, then why has God given it to men? God has given it to men in the sense that of all God"s creation on this earth, only man contemplates such questions, mankind is the only creature who asks, "Am I happy", "why", "where did I come from", "does my life have any meaning?" "Am I fulfilled?" "Man, however, is restless until he discovers the why. This quest for God in all the things around us is a futile pursuit. The reason it is unfulfilling is that it is directed toward God"s creation, and not toward the mind of God which interprets God"s creation" (Kidwell p. 32-33). It is a grievous task to try to find happiness in physical things.

Verse 14
"I have seen all the works which have been done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and striving after wind."
"I have seen"-This book will mention many of the things which Solomon had observed in life. And be impressed, this isn"t the language of some country bumpkin, this is the language of a man who had seen much of what the ancient world could offer mankind. This was by no means a limited or superficial seeing

"striving after wind"-"futile business" (Mof); "frustration and lost labor" (Knox) (Hosea ).

The Reality Of Human Limitations

Verse 15
"What is crooked cannot be straightened, and what is lacking cannot be counted."
"What is crooked cannot be straightened"-(). We already know that man isn"t born crooked, so Solomon isn"t talking about some sort of human sinful nature. But many "crooked" circumstances and situations exist in life. With all his resources, and with an extremely prosperous economy, Solomon realized that his administration couldn"t fix everything. 

Point To Note:

No government can create the ideal society, the great society or an earthly utopia. Even the wealthiest of men stand powerless in the face of all sorts of problems. We cannot eliminate crime, poverty, prejudice or corruption in government or the business community. "human achievements leave much to be desired. Human effort and action cannot remedy all the irregularities or counteract all the deficiencies observable in the nature of things" (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 981).

"what is lacking cannot be counted"-"nor can wants be numbered" (Sept); "nor can you count up the defects in life" (Mof). Far from solving the problems of life, man is met with more problems than he can number. So much for the idea that man can solve all his problems, right all wrongs, wipe out poverty and disease and bring about a golden age upon this earth. Man can"t save himself.

Verse 16
"I said to myself, "Behold, I have magnified and increased wisdom more than all who were over Jerusalem before me; and my mind has observed a wealth of wisdom and knowledge."
It appears that here we find a sober reflection, almost a frustration. Here is a man who had outstripped all his forerunners and contemporaries in wisdom, and he knew it. And yet with all his wisdom and vast experience---he was failing to find meaning and happiness in this life. Kidner notes concerning the wisdom in this verse, " But he says nothing of its first principle, the fear of the Lord (Prov. ). And we can assume that the wisdom he speaks of is the best thinking that man can do on his own….So Qoheleth is taking wisdom with proper seriousness, as a discipline concerned with ultimate questions, not simply a tool for getting things done" (p. 31).

Verse 17
"And I set my mind to know wisdom and to know madness and folly; I realized that this also is striving after wind."
"to know wisdom"-Like many people, Solomon first tried to find meaning in intellectual pursuits. Will stimulation of the mind, learning, acquiring knowledge bring happiness? And when Solomon says, "I set my mind", he is saying, "I threw myself into this endeavor".

"madness and folly"-Solomon then explored the world of the irrational. I think many of us tried this during some period in our life. We thought, "Maybe the real truth is found in contradictions or irrational statements. Maybe the truth isn"t supposed to make any sense!" "It is a deliberate flight from rationality, to get al some secret of life to which reason (or conventional thinking) may be blocking the way…..Here we are brought very near to our own times with their cult of the irrational in its various forms, from romanticism down to the addict"s craving for strange states of consciousness; and down still further into the nihilism which cultivates the ugly, the obscene and the absurd" (Kidner p. 31). 

"I realized also"-at least Solomon was honest. The world is filled with people that never wake up and realize that their pursuit has failed and they have reached the end of the line. Some people stubbornly cling to things which have never really brought them any enjoyment. Solomon was honest enough to realize, "This isn"t it".

Verse 18
"Because in much wisdom there is much grief, and increasing knowledge results in increasing pain."
"Because"-this is one reason why intellectual stimulation, academic pursuits fail to bring lasting happiness. There is a small amount of truth in the statement that ignorance is bliss. The more Solomon learned, the greater his pain and grief. The more you learn about the world, the more injustices you will find. Even though he is a wise man, in fact more capable than all before him, he still stands completely helpless in the sight of so many of the problems among his own people. Mere bible knowledge can also greatly increase our pain when we realize that the vast majority of the people that we will meet are lost! (Matthew ). Hence, happiness, meaning and purpose require something more than mere knowledge of the facts. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1
"I said to myself, "Come now, I will test you with pleasure. So enjoy yourself." And behold, it too was futility."
"I said to myself"-like the rich man in Luke . This type of statement reveals something very important about human beings. We can talk to ourselves, we are very aware of the choices we are making, and we often are also just as aware of the motivation behind those choices. Solomon knew exactly what he was looking for, he knew exactly what this search was all about.

"Come now"-indicating a new direction. In this section note the repetition of "I", and "myself". If there is any lasting meaning to be found in pleasure, then Solomon is determined to find it for himself. This is a dedicated man!

"So enjoy yourself"-"have a good time" (Ber). And this is exactly what the world tells us to do, "You deserve a break today, you only go around once, live it up, don"t worry, be happy". Solomon is leaving no stone unturned, maybe the meaning of life can be found in having fun, living it up. How many people "just want to have fun" or think that "having fun all the time" will bring happiness?

"behold, it too was futility"-catching the attention of the reader, Solomon says, "pay attention here---a life devoted to pleasure is a hollow life". I found no lasting happiness, values or meaning in such a pursuit. "And there it was: vanity again!" (Jerus). "But you can almost her him saying, "Are we having fun yet?"" (Ecclesiastes, David Posey p. 15).

Verse 2
"I said of laughter, "It is madness", and of pleasure, "What does it accomplish?""
"It is madness"-Solomon had realized that behind laughter can be a tremendous amount of pain, "Even in laughter the heart may be in pain" (Prov. ). Most of us have ran into people who try to laugh everything away. Everything is a joke, the response to even the most serious questions of life is some silly or frivolous answer. 

"What does it accomplish?"-If more people in life would ask this question concerning what they are presenting pursuing, they would find the gospel message extremely attractive. Pleasure doesn"t fill the void.

Verse 3
"I explored with my mind how to stimulate my body with wine while my mind was guiding me wisely, and how to take hold of folly, until I could see what good there is for the sons of men to do under heaven the few years of their lives."
"I explored with my mind"-Indicating shrew and prudent human wisdom, a very careful examination. Solomon didn"t become a drunk, rather he shrewdly and cleverly attempted to find the ultimate balance, that fine line between what the world calls excess and having a good time. "a consumption of wine which enables a man to get the highest possible enjoyment by a careful use of it, so that appetite is sharpened, enjoyment enhanced, and the finest bouquets sampled and enjoyed" (Leupold p. 60). "though deliberately and with restraint, not blindly or in uncontrolled excess….He wanted to test the effects of pleasure-seeking and frivolity to see if they were really worthwhile" (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 981).

"while my mind was guiding me wisely"-The wisdom being used wasn"t Divine wisdom, but rather, the best wisdom available "under the sun", human wisdom at its best. Solomon knew that his fine wines could prove deadly to him (Prov. ), he knew that he was playing with fire. Even though Solomon never became an alcoholic, for a while he was addicted to such things. It"s just that, like many worldly and successful people, Solomon simply moved from one addiction to another. He was addicted to the quest of finding happiness in physical things-a greater addiction than being addicted to any one thing. Solomon"s use of wine no more justifies social drinking among Christians then his harem justifies polygamy among Christians. 

"how to take hold of folly"-which could be "harmless nonsense". This could include being the class clown, cutting up, being a prankster, and playing practical jokes on others. The type of person who is joking all the time.

"until I could see what good there is"-Any "new" thing seems to offer the promise of genuine happiness. It takes awhile to "see" this new thing (to us) is just like all the old things. Like everything else under the sun, it can only offer happiness for the moment. Solomon tired all the latest fads of his time and found them all the same---unable to deliver lasting happiness. Whether it is hang gliding, scuba diving, snorkeling, skiing, or snow boarding, …they are all the same. 

Point To Note:

The same principle applies to human innovations in religion. Among our liberal brethren, various individuals think they have found the ultimate religious experience in having a praise team sing during services or having a religious drama as part of the worship service. But next year, something else is going to be needed to give them the same "high". Unfortunately, some people never "see" the rut they have dug for themselves as they try one "new" thing after another, always thinking that this year they have found the ultimate religious experience. This year, their faith finally has some meaning because they have found something "new"!

Verse 4
"I enlarged my works; I built houses for myself, I planted vineyards for myself;"
Verse 5
"I made gardens and parks for myself, and I planted in them all kinds of fruit trees;"
Verse 6
"I made ponds of water for myself from which to irrigate a forest of growing trees."
Points To Note:

1 Next, Solomon threw himself into the joys of creativity. Solomon is like many people, who in their teens or early twenties pursued pleasure and having a good time, in their later twenties and thirties try to find fulfillment in building a house, remodeling, landscaping, building a fish pond in the backyard, or whatever the latest home improvement idea might be. 2. In this section no mention is made of the Temple, because Solomon is discussing those things he planned and designed for his own personal use. 3. Solomon"s house is described in 1 Kings and 9:19. He built many public works, including an armory, a citadel which protected the Temple (1 Kings 9:24; 11:27), store-cities, chariot cities, etc…(9:18-19). 4. Solomon inherited the vineyards of his father David and also had his own (1 Chron. 27:27-28; Song of Solomon 8:10-11). 5. The "Parks" of this section were large and enclosed parks for private use, which included all kinds of trees and even animals for hunting. Solomon, like the Persian kings had his own private reserve. 6. Various "pools" which Solomon built have been found. Not far from Bethlehem three such pools, located on separate levels still exist to this day. All are roughly rectangular, the largest measures 200 ft. wide, 600 ft. long and 50 ft. deep. Basically, Solomon built whatever he wanted to build. Someone has noted that the ancient talent of gold was thought to be worth $30,000 dollars (in 1962 dollars). Hence, if Solomon had been alive in 1962, his annual income would have been 20 million (1 Kings 10:14). 

Verse 7
"I bought male and female slaves, and I had home born slaves. Also I possessed flocks and herds larger than all who preceded me in Jerusalem."
Any big establishment requires "staff". Gardeners, cooks, butlers, hired hands, etc….So many people on a lesser scale have followed down the same track! How many people in search for the same thing that Solomon was looking for finally realized that they had to have a "ranch" at sometime in their lives? 1000 acres with a herd of Buffalo-is that the ultimate? And be impressed that Solomon unlike many people, knew what to do with all this stuff. Solomon had what people today call "class and taste". There was etiquette in his household. Martha Stewart would have been humbled in his presence (1 Kings ). Many people who have wealth also face the frustration of not knowing what to do with what they do have. Solomon knew how to decorate! According to 1 Kings 4:22, 60 measures of meal or 28,000 pounds of bread were baked for the household of Solomon each and every day! From these figures it appears that the household of Solomon (his wives, their children, their servants and all his servants) included at least 14,000 people.

Verse 8
"Also, I collected for myself silver and gold, and the treasure of kings and provinces. I provided for myself male and female singers and the pleasures of men-many concubines."
Solomon possessed wealth which only kings are enabled to acquire (see 2 Chron. ; 9:20 "silver was not considered valuable in the days of Solomon"; 1 Kings 9:28; 10:14-27). Solomon was also a man of the arts and culture. He was that type of person that people simply envy. He seemed to be perfect, the ultimate man, well-balanced and knowledgeable. An expert in virtually every field. A man who could hunt and yet at the same time write poetry. And the women loved him! He had a large harem (1 Kings 11:1-3). As one writer noted, he had all the recreational sex that he wanted.

Verse 9
"Then I became great and increased more than all who preceded me in Jerusalem. My wisdom also stood by me."
"My wisdom also stood by me"-that earthly common sense, self-restraint and prudence. The best human wisdom that man can have. Kidner notes, "He has had the sense, for all this, to avoid the rich man"s boredom by strenuous activity, enjoyed and valued for its own sake…and he has kept an appraising eye on his projects, even while in full pursuit of them…He has not lost sight of the quest, the search for meaning" (p. 32). This is why I call Solomon a James Bond type of character. He did everything perfectly (from a human standpoint). He was Mr. Cool. From a human standpoint he appeared to be completely together, always one step ahead of everyone else, on the cutting edge, always leading the trend and never following. 

Verse 10
"And all that my eyes desired I did not refuse them. I did not withhold my heart from any pleasure, for my heart was pleased because of all my labor and this was my reward for all my labor."
"all that my eyes desired"-lest anyone try to argue that his search wasn"t thorough or extensive. His search was only limited by what he couldn"t see and being the king of a nation-he saw plenty!

"for my heart was pleased"-Solomon wasn"t a killjoy or a person who could never have fun. Lest anyone say, "Well, nothing could make this man happy, he was of the wrong temperament, he was too moody". Solomon says, "I had a wonderful time!" "Yes, such pleasures and projects were extremely entertaining at the time, but…."

Kidner notes, "He creates a little world within a world: multiform, harmonious, exquisite: a secular Garden of Eden, full of civilized and agreeably uncivilized delights, with no forbidden fruits---or none that he regards as such" (p. 32).

Verse 11
"Thus I considered all my activities which my hands had done and the labor which I had exerted, and behold all was vanity and striving after wind and there was no profit under the sun."
"all my activities…all was vanity"-A lesser man would have argued otherwise. "A less exacting mind than Qoheleth"s would have found a great to report with satisfaction. The achievements had been brilliant. On the material level, the farmer"s perennial ambition to make (in our phrase) "two blades of grass grow where one had grown before" had been overwhelming fulfilled; while aesthetically he had produced a connoisseur"s paradise. If "a thing of beauty is a joy for ever", he had not searched in vain for what is timeless and absolute. So we tend to think. Qoheleth will have none of it. To call such things eternal is no more than rhetoric…In the brutal colloquial terms of Today"s English Version, his report is, "I realized that it didn"t mean a thing"" (Kidner p. 32).

Solomon really looked at what he had accomplished and honestly realized that none of this had given him what he was really looking for---lasting happiness, real satisfaction, true meaning and purpose for his existence. The answer was clear, there is no real and enduring happiness to be found in things "under the sun". Nothing here, in this life can satisfy the needs of our soul, our true selves. But how many people ignore what Solomon said? Ignore the plain and clear sign which is positioned on the roads which Solomon traveled? The sign that reads "dead end". 

Kidner is right, lesser men try to bluff and pretend that they are really happy and that they really have accomplished something that will last forever. But Solomon won"t allow us to pretend and "play" at being alive.

Solomon was honest! Solomon is giving us insight into the world of the rich and famous. He is saying, "Those people may look happy, but many of them are empty, miserable and depressed. The person who lives in that mansion, or just passed you in that fancy car might be less fulfilled then you are!" "People put up a good front, but here is a picture of what is really going on inside!"

Verse 12
"So I turned to consider wisdom, madness and folly, for what will the man do who will come after the king except what has already been done?"
"wisdom, madness and folly"-What is the relative worth of wisdom in contrast to folly and madness? Which is more profitable? It is better to go through life serious, prudent and circumspect, or should I throw caution to the wind? Who finds more fun and enjoyment in life? The cautious person or the carefree individual? 

"for what will the man do"-Solomon realizes that while someone after him might be able to duplicate his experiment, no man could ever exceed what he had done. So, others aren"t going to find any different results then he found. He found the answer! Solomon didn"t say, "Maybe I missed something, maybe I overlooked something…" What hope has anyone else in finding happiness in earthly things, seeing that he, the ideal candidate, failed?

Verse 13
"And I saw that wisdom excels folly as light excels darkness."
Yes, prudence, caution, common-sense, wise planning and so on has its advantages (but for how long?).

Verse 14
"The wise man"s eyes are in his head, but the fool walks in darkness. And yet I know that one fate befalls them both."
Points To Note:

1 "A wise man has the foresight to avoid danger while a fool gets into trouble as though he stumbles around in the dark (cf. Prov. )" (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 982). In addition, the fool has an attention problem (Proverbs 17:24). 2. "Any yet"-both die! (Hebrews 9:27). Great human wisdom is only profitable for a little while.

Verse 15
"Then I said to myself, "As is the fate of the fool, it will also befall me. Why then have I been extremely wise?" So I said to myself, "This too is vanity"".

"it will also befall me"-I wonder how many successful people, how many really famous people have thought the same thing? If this life is really all there is, then in the end the fool and the wise man are equal! "It is little use commending to us the ultimate worth of wisdom, if in the end none of us will be around to exercise it, let alone to value it" (Kidner p. 34). 

"Why then have I been extremely wise?"-"what is the use of all my wisdom" (Mof). His great wisdom has really only recoiled upon himself, it taught him much, he was able to look ahead-but only to find a dead end! Maybe the fool is really better off, for at least he or she doesn"t think about such things. Do you find yourself envying people who live superficial lives? And on top of it all, all his great wisdom can"t stop him from dying. In fact, he might not even get to out live any of his contemporaries who were fools. We have all seen hard working, cautious and prudent individuals die at any early age, while "fools" seem to live to a ripe old age (Psalm 73).

Verse 16
"For there is no lasting remembrance of the wise man as with the fool, inasmuch as in the coming days all will be forgotten. And how the wise man and the fool alike die!"
"there is no lasting remembrance of the wise man"-Now some will disagree with this statement, "In our society we remember "great men" of the past". But this is the rare exception. Compared to how many wise men have lived, how many have been remembered? And future generations are not always able to distinguish between "who" was the fool and who was the wise man! At times history will remember the fool and forget the wise man. Solomon has no illusions! This is indeed the last grasp and hope of the successful person who doesn"t believe in God: "Maybe I can do something by which all future generations will remember me and in that way continue to live on".

Verse 17
"So I hated life, for the work which had been done under the sun was grievous to me; because everything is futility and striving after wind".

"So I hated life"-Here is why some people end up old and grumpy. For a while Solomon was disgusted with life. "If, as we might put it, every card in our hand will be trumped, does it matter how we play? Why treat the king with more respect than a knave?" (Kidner p. 34).

"was grievous"-It was grievous in light of the frustrating and unfair things in life which Solomon couldn"t change. All his money couldn"t keep him from dying, and neither could he permanently hold on to any of this wealth or pleasures. I believe that many famous people have finally hit this same wall. As someone said, "Only to reach the pinnacle of success and realize that you are stranded there."

Verse 18
"Thus I hated all the fruit of my labor for which I had labored under the sun, for I must leave it to the man who will come after me."
"all the fruit of my labor"-not only did life lose its meaning, but all the "things" in had lost their appeal to Solomon. Solomon grows bitter and cynical. Everything he has worked so hard for-would end up in the hands of someone else. Note the phrase, "I must leave it", like it or not, this would be inevitable (Psalm 49:10,17; Prov. 27:24; Matt. 6:19; Luke 12:20; 1 Timothy 6:7). He resented all the work that he had expended because there was no permanence to its fruits.

Verse 19
"And who knows whether he will be a wise man or a fool? Yet he will have control over all the fruit of my labor for which I have labored by acting wisely under the sun. This too is vanity."
"who knows"-There isn"t any guarantee! And this person will have complete control over everything which I have worked so hard for! In addition, if you can"t trust your kids, brother-in-law, or some other relative-somebody is still going to get everything you have. You may establish a "foundation" or a "trust" and still somebody can come along and complete waste the fruits of all your hard work. The son that Solomon had wasn"t the brightest of men (1 Kings :15). Eventually everything that Solomon had amassed would be wasted, destroyed or loss through the unfaithfulness of the men who followed him as the kings of Israel. 

"for which I have labored by acting wisely"-"The more he has toiled at his life"s work….the more galling will be the thought of its fruits falling into other hands---and as likely as not, the wrong hands" (Kidner p. 35). You can almost hear him saying, "It"s not fair!" 

Verse 20
"Therefore I completely despaired of all the fruit of my labor for which I had labored under the sun."
"completely despaired"-You can see why people without God commit suicide. I get depressed by just reading this section! Even wealthy people who seemingly have everything to live for (from a human perspective) end up extremely depressed, addicted to alcohol or drugs and finally taking their own lives. "So I turned in despair from hard work as the answer to my search for satisfaction" (Tay). 

Verse 21
"When there is a man who has labored with wisdom, knowledge and skill, then he gives his legacy to one who has not labored with them. This too is vanity and a great evil."
"When there is a man"-This verse describes the intense effort and devotion that Solomon had put into his projects. He had worked hard! This was his life-work, his crowning achievements, things which few men had ever accomplished in life! Solomon had spent an entire lifetime working diligently, perfecting his skills, burning the mid-night oil, improving himself, accumulating a fortune and the thought of his successor getting everything he had earned, without any effort-and maybe evening squandering it, or not appreciating it-is more than he could stand! Not only was it "vanity" it was unfair!

"his legacy"-For the successful of this world the last straw that they grasp for as they depart from this life. Solomon, realizes that a physical or material legacy means nothing. We tend to think that our children and grandchildren will greatly prize all our treasures. But think about it, what do you have that belonged to your great-great-great-grandparents? What wealth have you inherited, what possession do you possess that was possessed by an ancestor of yours say, 100 years ago, 150 years ago, 200 years ago? WHAT HAPPENED TO ALL THEIR STUFF!

Verse 22
"For what does a man get in all his labor and in his striving with which he labors under the sun?"
"what does a man get"-If this life is all there is, then in the final analysis, all that really results, even from the most prosperous lifestyle imaginable, is a whole lot of painful labor and restless activity.

"in his striving"-"for all the weight of care" (Bas). Solomon, like many individuals had truly thrown himself into trying to find meaning and purpose in this life. He had striven. Solomon was a driven man, a go-getter.

Verse 23
"Because all his days his task is painful and grievous; even at night his mind does not rest. This too is vanity."
This is what many "driven" people have found at the end of the road. "The compulsive worker….overloading his days with toil and his nights with worry, has missed the simple joys that God was holding out to him" (Kidner p. 35). For the restless nights of the successful see .

A Glimpse Of Hope

Verse 24
"There is nothing better for a man than to eat and drink and tell himself that his labor is good. This also I have seen, that it is from the hand of God."
Points To Note:

1 Solomon isn"t saying, "Eat, drink and be merry for tomorrow we die". For he includes God in this statement. 2. The idea of telling yourself that your labor is good, is that of realizing that you did accomplish some meaningful things in this life. But this life is only meaningful if God exists! 3. Kidner notes, "for in themselves, and rightly used, the basic things of life are sweet and good….What spoils them is our hunger to get out of them more than they can give" (p. 35). Going out to eat, having nice things, living in a comfortable house, and other pleasures of this life are great----as long as we understand that they aren"t the source of our happiness and neither do they add any meaning to our lives. They are simply things, which we appreciate, but which we could also live without and still be completely happy. 4. The verse and context also point out that only God can really enable us to enjoy the things of this life. The Christian, while not being covetous, greedily or materialistic, truly enjoys the nice "things" of this life more than the sinner. 

Verse 25
"For who can eat and who can have enjoyment without Him?"
I can"t truly enjoy the things "under the sun" until my mind is set on things above the sun (Colossians ; Philippians 4:11ff). God has enabled me to be freed from my demand that physical things make me happy. No longer do I expect or demand things, events or people to do the impossible (i.e. make me happy). Hence, I can enjoy wonderful things and humble things. Here is a warning to the wealthy or those bent on physical success, without God you will probably end up resenting what you have instead of enjoying it.

Verse 26
"For to a person who is good in His sight He has given wisdom and knowledge and joy, while to the sinner He has given the task of gathering and collecting so that he may give to one who is good in God"s sight. This too is vanity and striving after wind."
For a moment we are allowed to look above the sun. The book itself will end strongly on such a positive note. God doesn"t simply have favorites, rather, one"s relationship with God depends upon one"s moral character. The sinner is violating the laws of God (1 John ). And "good" is determined by God, not by some human judgment.

On the one hand we have the righteous individual, who because of their humble obedience, character and mental perspective is allowed to enjoy truly meaningful things, even in this life. Godly wisdom (James ), knowledge which leads to freedom (John 8:31-32), rather than mental anguish, and a true and lasting joy with is unaffected by outward circumstances. But look at the task given to the sinner, the frustrating business of amassing what cannot be kept. If you decide to reject God, then this is the lot that you have chosen for yourself in life! And you really don"t have any right to complain about being miserable or unhappy if that is your choice. From this chapter it would seem that Solomon is saying, "I walked in the shoes of the sinner! I tried to find happiness in things. And I found it to be a very disappointing, frustrating and miserable experience!" 

"This too is vanity"-that is choosing to live in rebellion to God. The idea that the sinner only gathers and collects for the righteous seems to be the same idea as the "meek will inherit the earth". Not that the righteous will get all the things owned by sinners, but the righteous end up appreciating the things of this life more than those who worship the things of this life. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1
“There is an appointed time for everything. And there is a time for every event under heaven”

“appointed time”-a fixed, definite portion of time, esp., a stated time. “This verse is not intended to suggest that all things are pre-determined or that man has no choice in arranging certain times and events. If this were true, the distinction between the "good man" and the "sinner" would be inappropriate. In addition, there would be little meaning given to admonition and rebuke-; 12:1” (Kidwell p. 73). 

Points to Note:

1 These verses really strike at human independence. We may think that we have control over our lives and what we will do each day, but a closer look makes us realize that often we are doing nothing more than reacting instead of acting. “Obviously, we have little say in the situations which move us to weep or laugh, mourn or dance…."Who would imagined", we sometimes say, "that the day would come when I should find myself doing such-and-such, and seeing it as my duty! So the peace-loving nation prepares for war; or the shepherd takes the knife to the creature he has earlier nursed back to health. The collector disperses his hoard; friends part in bitter conflict; the need to speak out follows the need to be silent” (Kidner p. 38). 2. The things in this chapter basically happen to every generation. 3. And people may try to laugh, when it is a time to mourn, but they will only experience frustration and failure. 4. While the sinner becomes frustrated at life, realizing that they are not marching to a tune of their own making, the Christian seeks to accept the fact that many unexpected things will happen in life, and that life isn"t going to always follow our game plan.

Verse 2
"A time to give birth, and a time to die;"
And everything else happens between these two events. And we might even do all we can to make sure that we don"t have any more children, but surprises do happen. And how many grandparents do we know who have ended up raising their grandchildren? People may boast that they are going to cheat death or refuse to come to their own funeral, but death is something that cannot be avoided (Hebrews ; 1 Cor. 15:22).

"A time to plant, and a time to uproot what is planted."
"Uproot" might refer to harvesting, but probably more refers to cutting down trees, clearing land, ripping out the old landscaping, etc…Everything has a beginning and an end--- eventually even the physical universe will be uprooted (Hebrews ; 2 Peter 3:9-11). And if man doesn"t uproot, the natural forces of this world will, i.e. floods, forest fires, landslides, etc….And this pattern cannot be stopped, something that some environmental groups need to come to terms with.

Verse 3
"A time to kill, and a time to heal;"
A time to butcher livestock (Genesis ); execute criminals (Romans 13:4); protect your family from intruders (Exo. 22:2). Note: In the Bible there is a difference between murder, which is a sin (Exo. 20:13), and killing (Exo. 21:15-16). To time to heal, care for the wounded, nurse a sick animal back to health.

"A time to tear down, and a time to build up."
Which is often something that we dislike. When old familiar landmarks are torn down in the name of progress. But these are things which cannot be stopped. Eventually, even the most beautiful and meaningful structures will find themselves replaced. This also applies to nations (Jeremiah 18).

Verse 4
"A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance."
But at times we want to laugh, when it is a time for weeping. Too often we want to feel good all the time and avoid anything that might bring us sorrow. But whether we like it or not, tragedy, heartache, and suffering will affect all of us. There is a time to stop laughing. There also is a time to mourn for your own sins and the sins of others (1 Cor. ; James 4:9-10; 2 Corinthians 7:8-10; Matthew 26:75). The dancing here isn"t lustful dancing. "Men and women never danced together, even on those occasions where both sexes participated in the sacred professional dances, they always danced separately. Dancing for sensual entertainment was unheard of among the Hebrews" (Nelsons Bible Dictionary, p. 276). "it is clear that men and women did not generally dance together, and there is no real evidence that they ever did. Social amusement was hardly a major purpose of dancing, and the modern method of dancing by couples is unknown" (Zond. Ency., p. 12) "Biblical dancing was the unrehearsed, spontaneous exuberance resulting from a great physical victory, or some festive occasion" (Kidwell p. 75). The word "dance" here means to leap or skip about. There are times when we must be joyful! (Luke 15:25)

Verse 5
"A time to throw stones, and a time to gather stones;"
"Perhaps it is best to see them as referring to the gathering and rejecting of building materials" (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 984).

"A time to embrace, and a time to shun embracing."
To time to receive people with open arms (Phil. ), and a time to reject (Titus 3:10). Many Christians have experienced the above and please note that the embracing is often determined by the actions of others. Whether we like it or not, there will be times that we can"t associate with former friends-because of their unrepentant attitude (1 Corinthians 5; Matthew 18:15-17). It is a very frustrating reality in life that often we can"t be friends with all the people that we would really like to be friends with.

Verse 6
"A time to search, and a time to give up as lost;"
There are things worth searching for (Luke ; 2 Tim. 2:15; Eph. 4:3). And then there are times to give up, to cut your loses and admit failure. Solomon had to admit failure (2:11). There will be wealth, things, friendships, loved ones, and opportunities which will never be seen again. 

"A time to keep, and a time to throw away."
The Bible gives us good advice concerning what qualities and other things in life we need to hold on to and what to get rid of (Colossians ). The same is true of various friendships (1 Corinthians 15:33). 

Verse 7
"A time to tear apart, and a time to sew together;"
"This verse may refer to actions associated with mourning (tearing one"s clothes and remaining silent; cf. Job )" (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 984). This principle also applies to friendships and things. There is a time to realize that something can"t be fixed, that we are in effect beating a dead horse.

"A time to be silent, and time to speak."
There are times and situations in which silence is the best policy (James ), especially when you have nothing of value to say (Prov. 17:28), or when you haven"t even heard the question yet (Prov. 18:13). There is a time for thoughtful reflection (Prov. 15:28). And then, there is a time to speak out (Prov. 15:23; 25:11; 27:5; Gal. 2:11-14; Eph. 5:11).

Verse 8
"A time to love, and a time to hate;"
There are things to love and there are times to hate, especially evil (Psalm ; Prov. 6:16; 8:13; Revelation 2:6,15).

"A time for war, and a time for peace."
Which also applies in the spiritual realm (Matthew ; Luke 11:23). The verse also reminds us that while we might be peace-loving individuals, situations may force us to defend ourselves. We might be drawn into conflict, when we really want peace. It should also remind us that we can"t remain passive or neutral in all circumstances. There is a time when peace isn"t possible. 

Verse 9
"What profit is there to the worker from that in which he toils?"
That is, what true or lasting profit? For all the events in are often momentary or temporary. Once again, we return to the original question of the book (1:3) Since man is subject to many circumstances which he has no real control over, circumstances which can completely erase a whole life"s work (such as war and death), that certainly strips man of any security in this life.

Verse 10
"I have seen the task which God has given the sons of men with which to occupy themselves."
To support the negative conclusion of verse 9, Solomon notes his observations ("I have seen"). "Solomon"s personal experience was very comprehensive…he has called attention to the major areas of men"s interests, and demonstrated how each generation finds itself engaged in the same activities. He calls it an evil (grievous, sorry) task" (Kidwell p. 82). 

Verse 11
"He has made everything appropriate in its time. He has also set eternity in their heart, yet so that man will not find out the work which God has done from the beginning even to the end."
"Appropriate"-good, excellent, useful. "He has made everything right in its time" (Bas); "He has assigned each to its proper time" (Mof). The beauty consists in that what is done is done at the appropriate, proper or best time. The good news for the believer is that if times of mourning must come, God can providentially assist in seeing that they happen at what would be the "best" time from an eternal perspective. To the believer the perpetual change in this life shouldn"t be viewed as unsettling, but as under God"s control. Even time and chance are subject to God. This doesn"t mean that God determines everything that happens, but rather God remains in control and can providentially monitor or soften circumstances (1 Corinthians ).

"Set eternity in their heart"-"Unlike the animals, immersed in time, we long to see them (events) in their full context, for we know something of eternity: enough at least to compare the fleeting with the "for ever" (Kidner p. 39). "People have longing or desire to know the extratemporal significance of themselves and their deeds or activities" (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 984). 

Point To Note:

1 Here is a portion or manifestation of the "image of God" in which every person is created (Genesis). We have a sense of the infinite. Built into each one of us is the ability to look back into the past and forward into the future. Of all creatures on this earth, man is the one who thinks about where he has been and where he is going. 2. Another proof that we were created by God is our ability to grasp the concept of "eternity". 3. But we know just enough to make us realize the vast amount that we don"t know. "We see enough to recognize something of its quality, but the grand design escapes us, for we can never stand back far enough to view it as its Creator does, whole and entire" (Kidner p. 39).

"yet so that man will not find out the work which God has done from the beginning even to the end"
2 This may refer the work which God does in relation to one"s lifetime. I cannot anticipate or foresee the events that will happen in my life. 2. And apart from Divine revelation, we are completely blind concerning what God has done in the past or will do in the future (Deut. ; 1 Corinthians 2:9-13). 3. Evolution is a classic example of how blind man is apart from Divine revelation. Take a good look at Genesis 1 and the theory of Evolution and ask yourself, have Evolutionists even come close to knowing what really happened? Isn"t evolving from monkeys in contrast to being created in the image of God---about as far off as you can get?

Verse 12
"I know that there is nothing better for them than to rejoice and to do good in one"s lifetime;"
Since the events in aren"t eternal, then we need to appreciate them. So often we are in a hurry to get to the next stage in our lives. Instead, we need to slow down and appreciate each stage. Both the believer and the unbeliever can seek to make the most of this life, but the unbeliever is doing it in vain. "Verse 12 is not as frivolous as may appear from RSV, where enjoy themselves is literally "do good", i.e., "do the best he can"; yet even so, the final phrase, as long as they live, casts a shadow over every enterprise. If nothing is permanent, even though much of our work may long survive us, we are only filling in time; and the chill of that thought will seep into us sooner or later" (Kidner p. 39).

Verse 13
"moreover, that every man who eats and drinks sees good in all his labor-it is the gift of God."
This is an expression in the book which takes us "above the sun". For the believer, making the most of each moment isn"t an escape from reality or the inevitable. Rather, it is viewed as an assignment from God, a way to handle the temporary nature of this physical life. There is a big difference between selfishly trying to squeeze all the fun out of each moment in life----and appreciating each moment in life. Only the believer can really see that there was "good" (true and lasting) in what he accomplished (Eph. ; Revelation 14:13; Matthew 6:19-20). This perspective is called the "gift of God" because only those who believe in Him and have accepted His Word are able to think this way. The man that accepts the timing of every event, and receives food, family and work, as gifts from God, will be the person that can truly enjoy this short life (2:25).

Verse 14
"I know that everything God does will remain forever; there is nothing to add to it and there is nothing to take from it, for God has so worked that men should fear Him."
"will remain forever"-in contrast to those things which men do. This also applies to what God says (1 Peter ). Isn"t it strange that finite, earth-bound and imperfect people seek to argue that the Word of God is no longer relevant? Who are we to talk about what is and what isn"t of a lasting nature! If anything is temporary or short-lived-it is us and our human opinions!

"nothing to add to it…."-God"s plans, unlike ours need no corrections, updates or last minute changes. And yet, what does man assert? Man says that the Bible is filled with errors, we can"t trust it, it has been corrupted, etc….But look at who is constantly changing his theories, contradicting his statements in the past, overturning previous "facts", and so on---it is man! The truth of the Bible hasn"t been updated, rather it is the Evolutionist and others who have constantly been changing, amending and correcting their theories.

"that men should fear Him"-On the one hand, the unbeliever is a prisoner in a system that he can"t break or bend-and there is no escape. But the believer sees the same events and sees in them the faithfulness, dependability, and power of God. "To him verse 14 describes the divine faithfulness which makes the fear of God a fruitful, filial (affectionate) relationship" (Kidner p. 40). Truly, a Being who is able to accomplish His purposes, protect His people and punish the wicked, even with all the change and variation that happens in this life-is to be held in awe and greatly respected.

Verse 15
"That which is has been already, and that which will be has already been, for God seeks what has passed by."
"for God seeks what has passed by"-"Some events appear to contradict God"s sovereign control and completeness of order in His world. However, the statement, "God seeks what has passed by" assures the reader that any violation of the rules is only temporary, and in due season everything will return to proper order as it has always been" (Kidwell p. 84). 

This verse gives hope and encouragement to the believer, for it assures him or her that this life isn"t futile or hopelessly unfair. Right will prevail, and God will judge all the wrongs in the past (2 Cor. ).

Man"s Inhumanity

"This is not altogether a change of subject, for the thought of set times…is still present in verse 17. But the problem of injustice is too poignant to be left as a mere illustration of that theme. It becomes an issue on its own for a short while…and will return at intervals in later passages (; 8:10-15; 9:13-16; 10:5-7; 10:16)….in the setting of life"s reversals and sudden shifts….if anything cries out to be reversed it is injustice. Here at last is some obvious gain from the twists and turns of our affairs. The fact that everything on earth is seasonal promises an end to the long winter of evil and misrule" (Kidner pp. 41-42).

Verse 16
"Furthermore, I have seen under the sun that in the place of justice there is wickedness, and in the place of righteousness there is wickedness."
"in the place of justice"-in the place where justice is supposed to be administered, i.e. among lawyers, judges, the courts and so on. "crime is where law should be" (Jerus). In the place where godly, righteous and fair-minded men should be, there are liars, thieves and outright criminals. And we see the same thing today! We know that there are judges and legislators who are outright ungodly individuals, who care little for true justice, but rather are only interested in pushing an agenda which agrees with their own selfishness. 

Solomon is anticipating an objection to the fact that God rules this world. Solomon isn"t ignorant, he knows that plenty of corruption is found, even in his own administration. But he knows something else too:

Verse 17
"I said to myself, "God will judge both the righteous man and the wicked man", for a time for every matter and for every deed is there."
"God will judge"-This is the ultimate and final season, the time of judgment and nobody is exempt (2 Cor. ). Note, the concept of a final judgment isn"t a new concept (11:9; 12:14; Jude 14-15). Note also that periods of mourning and trial do not exempt us from judgment. People who go through wars and periods of upheaval, must still stand before God in judgment. Physical, mental, or emotional suffering doesn"t atone for even one of our sins. And neither will such a judgment be superficial or rushed. No deed will be forgotten (Matthew 12:36 "every careless word"). But someone might say if that is true, then why the delay? Why is not the present the proper time for universal justice? 

Verse 18
"I said to myself concerning the sons of men, "God has surely tested them in order for them to see that they are but beasts.""
"tested them"-or bring to light, expose. "Time" gives people the chance to manifest their true character. It allows the sinner to repent (2 Peter ) or it gives them more time to store up condemnation for self (Romans 2:1-5), and make it obvious to all that God was just in condemning them to an eternal hell.

"see that they are but beasts"-Solomon isn"t saying that there is no difference between man and the animals, but rather: 1. Of his own freewill man often acts worse than the animals. The cruelty that some people exercise and the squalor that some are willing to live in for the sake of "fun", puts us on a level below the animals. 2. We share a common morality with the animals, we also possess a physical body that in time will die

Verse 19
"For the fate of the sons of men and the fate of beasts is the same. As one dies so dies the other; indeed, they all have the same breath and there is no advantage for man over beast, for all is vanity."
"the fate"-not the spiritual fate (), but only the physical fate is in view here. The "same breath" refers to the physical side of life and it isn"t talking about the spirit in man. On the physical level, man doesn"t have a lasting advantage over the animals. For he returns to the dust, just like them. Remove the idea that man is created in the image of God and all distinction between the life of man and the life of an animal disappears. Both animals and man share physical life, here called "breath" (Genesis 6:17).

Verse 20
"All go to the same place. All came from dust and all return to the dust."
The same place isn"t the afterlife (), but rather the grave or the soil. The bodies of animals and man both decay and eventually return to the dust. "showing us man on his journey from dust to dust, as in Genesis 3:19, confronts us with the Fall, and with the irony that we die like cattle because we fancied ourselves as gods" (Kidner p. 42). Once men start moving in the direction of evil, they will become more and more like animals (2 Peter 2:12 "as creatures with reason"). How many people have you encountered who in order to hold on to their sins have abandoned their intellectual honestly? Man, apart from God, in all his pomp, is just like an animal (Psalm 49:12,20)

Verse 21
"Who knows that the breath of man ascends upward and the breath of the beast descends downward to the earth?"
Points To Note:

1 Solomon isn"t an agnostic, for he knew what happened when people died (), and this book isn"t written by a skeptic and neither is it the efforts of a man with a doubt-ridden soul (12:13-14). 2. Verse 21 can be taken as a regretful question, "How many people really know this fact, that the breath of man goes upward and the breath of the beast goes downward, when they die?" 3. While the godly know the answer to the above question, far too many sinners don"t. And the line between man and animal seems to be getting even more blurred in our time. 4. Solomon also might be saying: "In observing the behavior of some people (the wicked), one might be tempted to think that the animals had the nobler spirit." 

Verse 22
"And I have seen that nothing is better than that man should be happy in his activities, for that is his lot. For who will bring him to see what will occur after him?"
"happy in his activities"-Note, we aren"t talking about sinful activities which actually deprive us of happiness (; 11:9). Again, the idea is to make the most of the situation in which you are in, to appreciate what you do have.

"for that is his lot"-People complain that they want what"s coming to them. Well, they have it! What you presently have is your lot, portion or share. All we have in the present is our allotted portion. Stop worrying about the future or looking to some physical enrichment in the future to bring you happiness. Appreciate what you have today! (Matthew ) I cannot see what the future here holds, but I can trust God and enjoy what I have today.

"what will occur after him"-We know what will happen after we die (), hence this statement refers to what will happen in the future in this life. Note the statement, "for who will bring him to see", obviously, the writer didn"t believe that people can predict the future. Now if Solomon didn"t believe in psychics, should you? No man can tell you what the future holds. Now, you can either worry about it, fear and prepare for things that might never happen, thus depriving yourself from happiness in the present, or, you can trust God!

04 Chapter 4 
Verse 1
"Then I looked again at all the acts of oppression which were being done under the sun. And behold I saw the tears of the oppressed and that they had no one to comfort them; and on the side of their oppressors was power, but they had no one to comfort them."
"I looked again"-Solomon once again returns to the subject of evil men prospering (). "Next I observed all the oppression and sadness throughout the earth" (Tay). Oppression here refers to high-handed injustice, offensive selfishness, tyranny under which people cry out for deliverance. Again, we find that a certain kind of "knowledge" has only brought Solomon more pain (1:18).

"I saw the tears of the oppressed"-Not merely was wrong being done, but innocent people were suffering. We might ask, "How could injustice exist under Solomon"s reign?" But the truth of the matter is that even the best king or president can"t eliminate evil in a country or even in his own administration. Kidner notes, "We may think this attitude defeatist, for there is always much that can be done for sufferers, given the will to do it….Qoheleth is surveying the scene as a whole, and he might well retort that after every conceivable intervention there would still remain innumerable pockets of oppression" (p. 43).

"and that they had no one to comfort them"-this must have been very frustrating for Solomon, seeing that he could do so much on one hand (ff) and so little on the other. With all his wisdom, wealth, and the resources of a nation at his disposal, he couldn"t even put a dent in the amount of suffering that happens in this life due to the abuse of power and position.

"and on the side of their oppressors was power"-To this day some very evil individuals have great wealth, power and influence. This is nothing new. "He could add that there is no coincidence in the fact that power is found on the side of the oppressor, since it is power that most quickly breeds the habit of oppression. Paradoxically it limits the possibility of reform itself, because the more control the reformer wields, the more it tends to tyranny" (Kidner p. 44). And even Solomon, the king couldn"t break this power. Solomon, like many reformers found his hands bound by red tape, litigation, the courts, etc…as he tried to get evil men out of high places. 

"but they had no one to comfort them"-That is, under the sun. The believer knows that God will comfort the righteous who suffer (Romans ). And that God will eventually judge the wicked (3:17; 8:12-13; Proverbs 17:15; 28:8; James 5:1-6).

Point To Note:

But some people say, "Something can always be done". But Solomon disagrees. Here we are slapped in the face by reality. All the good intentions, good causes, and all the money in the world can"t stop oppression! No, we can"t fix everything here. 

Verse 2
"So I congratulated the dead who are already dead more than the living who are still living."
Verse 3
"But better off than both of them is the one who has never existed, who has never seen the evil activity that is done under the sun."
Points To Note:

1 If this life is all there is, then it would be better not to be born, then to experience the pain and suffering that this life has to offer. 2. Note, the person who hasn"t been born, has never existed. Hence, the soul doesn"t have a pre-existence (as taught by Mormonism). 3. If there is no life beyond this life, then the living have only the prospect of looking forward to seeing and experiencing suffering.

Verse 4
"And I have seen that every labor and every skill which is done is the result of rivalry between a man and his neighbor. This too is vanity and striving after wind."
"is done is the result of rivalry"-"that the basic motive for success is the driving force of envy and jealousy" (Tay). 

Points To Note:

1 Unusual skill, talent and success seem only to expose a man to envy and ill will from his neighbor. Which naturally rob labor and talent of lasting enjoyment. 2. "First, the competitive urge….We may quibble if we will, and remind him (Solomon) of such people as solitary castaways or needy peasants, who toil simply to keep alive, or those artists who really love perfection for its own sake; but the fact remains that all too much of our hard work and high endeavor is mixed with the craving to outshine or not to be outshone. Even in friendly rivalry this may play a larger part than we think----for we can bear to be outclassed for some of the time and by some people, but not too regularly or too profoundly" (Kidner p. 45). 3. I believe that many of us have experienced the above. We buy a new car, home, etc…, only to find someone trying to find fault with our choice. I just seems that whenever we get something really nice, someone tries to shoot us down or find a flaw in our selection. 4. In addition, how many of us have inherently linked our personal worth with our economic worth?

Verse 5
"The fool folds his hands and consumes his own flesh."
If hard work and diligence bring success, but with negative side effects, then should we sink into apathy and let things slide? "folds his hands" (Prov. ; 24:33-34). That is, places his hands upon his chest, instead of using them for work. "consumes his own flesh"-brings ruin upon himself. "the drop-out. He disdains these frantic rivalries. But he is given his real name, the fool….He is the picture of complacency and unwitting self-destruction, for this comment on him points out deeper damage than the wasting of his capital. His idleness eats away not only what he has but what he is: eroding his self-control, his grasp of reality, his capacity for care and, in the end, his self-respect" (Kidner p. 46). 

Carefully note, while God condemns the greedy, God also condemns the person who represents the opposite extreme, i.e. carelessness, indolence, laziness, and indifference. God isn"t impressed by the person who is living off of society. Note that the bum or the drop out has a moral problem. 

Verse 6
"One hand full or rest is better than two fists full of labor and striving after wind".

"One hand full of rest"-"Better is a handful with rest, than both fists full of toil and chasing after wind" (Ber). "The beautiful expression, a handful of quietness, manages to convey the twofold thought of modest demands and inward peace: and attitude as far removed from the fool"s selfish indolence as from the thruster"s scramble for pre-eminence" (Kidner p. 46). I believe that the same idea is found in 1 Timothy "when accompanied by contentment", and Proverbs 17:1 "Better is a dry morsel and quietness with it than a house full of feasting with strife". It is better to be happy with a little, than unhappy with much. Many of us need to learn this lesson, to be grateful and appreciative for the handful that we do have and realize that the price of two handfuls might be less time with our mate, less time with our children and less time for God.

Verse 7
"Then I looked again at vanity under the sun."
Verse 8
"There was a certain man without a dependent, having neither a son nor a brother, yet there was no end to all his labor. Indeed, his eyes were not satisfied with riches and he never asked, "And for whom I am laboring and depriving myself of pleasure?" This too is vanity and it is a grievous task."
"a certain man without a dependent"-Long before Charles Dickens and the Christmas Carol, Solomon had seen "Scrooge". 

Points To Note:

1 "But if anything can be more tyrannous than envy, that thing is habit, when habit has turned into fixation. Verses 7 and 8 picture the compulsive money-maker as someone virtually dehumanized, for he has surrendered to a mere craving and to the endless process of feeding it….Although it is for the sake of clarity that we are looking at a man with no family, we may well feel that his loneliness is no accident and that he will have no friends either…. Such a man, even with a wife and children will have little time for them, convinced that he is toiling for their benefit although he heart is elsewhere, devoted and wedded to his projects. This picture of lonely, pointless busyness, equally with that of jealous rivalry in verse 4, checks any excessive claims we might wish to make for the blessings of hard work" (Kidner pp. 46-47). 

"without a dependent"-a solitary being, without partner, friend or relation.

"yet there was no end to all his labor"-"He was not gathering a fortune with a view to the security of an heir or companion, not working to provide for a family or share with friends…his sole purpose…"get more"" (Kidwell p. 99). 

"his eyes were not satisfied with riches"-(Prov. ; Ecc. 5:10).

"and he never asked, "And for whom am I laboring and depriving myself of pleasure?""-This man has been so caught up in the pursuit of material possessions that he never stopped and realized what his greed had actually cost him. Here is a man blinded by the world"s view of success. This question never crossed his mind, he thinks that his fortune will bring him happiness, rather, the truth is that he has actually sacrificed a lot of happiness to gain his fortune. Here we see one of the deceitful aspects of wealth (Matthew ). This man had a lot of stuff, but he also had loneliness, jealousy, frustration, worry and distrust.

"This too is vanity"-This man had sacrificed so much to gain what didn"t even satisfy him. Truly, the above miser is very poor in the most important aspects of living. And his whole quest had been vain! 

Point To Note:

In contrast to the downtrodden and oppressed, most people would consider the man in to be a winner or survivor. Kidner notes, "To all appearance they have come to terms with life; but have they won a prize that they can keep? And does their way of winning it bear inspection? Our modern term, the rat-race, sums up the burden of these verses: a frantic rivalry at one extreme, a disastrous opting-out at the other; and for the successful few, a life devoted to acquiring prize after pointless prize." (p. 48)

Verse 9
"Two are better than one because they have a good return for their labor."
"better"-There is something "better" then the poverty of the loner. All too often friendships and real companionship, and a good marriage is sacrificed by those frantically wanting to get to the top. Whatever the outward success of the man in , companionship, friendship, or a good marriage is wealth that is far greater. 

"they have a good return for their labor"-The good return or reward seems to be explained in the following verses. In addition, what is the use of having wealth or nice things, if you can"t share it with anyone. 

Point To Note:

But be impressed that friendship has a price tag! "The thoughts are simple and direct; they apply to many forms of partnership, not least (though not explicitly) to marriage. With graceful brevity they depict the profit, resilience, comfort and strength bestowed by a true alliance; and these are worth setting against the demands it may make of us. Such demands are not explicit here, but there would hardly be the need to set out the benefits of partnership if it involved no cost. Its obvious price is a person"s independence: henceforth he must consult another"s interest and convenience, listen to another"s reasoning, adjust to another"s pace and style, keep faith with another"s trust" (Kidner p. 50). In other words, the price of real and true companionship is unselfishness! Proverbs . 

Verse 10
"For if either of them falls, the one will lift up his companion. But woe to the one who falls when there is not another to lift him up." 

The person who can"t trust anyone or is suspect towards those trying to reach out to him, will find that his wealth is a poor comforter. Money and things cannot provide some of the most important and essential things that human beings need, i.e. emotional, mental, and spiritual strength and encouragement. All too often we see that the truly wealthy are emotional and mental basket cases. How many celebrities are either constantly in therapy or constantly trying to get over their latest addiction? Someone might claim, "But money can buy the best psychological help available". But therapy is no substitute for friendship and companionship! A good marriage will give you greater emotional support, and greater mental stability than all the alternatives that money could buy.

Verse 11
"Furthermore, if two lie down together they keep warm, but how can one be warm alone?"
But it is obvious that the miser could buy all the blankets he needed. But there is a warmth that money can"t buy. The warmth of another human being is real, and not artificial. In addition, this verse could be more of the inner warmth that comes because of close friendship.

Verse 12
"And if one can overpower him who is alone, two can resist him. A cord of three strands is not quickly torn apart."
Companionship also brings with it protection and security. "While numbers, wrongly related, can be divisive or disastrous….in their right form they can not only add to the benefits of union but multiply them" (Kidner p. 51). The cord of three strands was one of the strongest made. Various ideas could be found in the above illustration: 1. If one genuine friend is of greater value than riches, how much more two genuine friends? 2. To a strong marriage, children born of that relationship only add increased strength to the family (Psalm "Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, so are the children of one"s youth"). 3. In any relationship, God should be the third partner (Malachi 2:14).

Verse 13
"A poor, yet wise lad is better than an old and foolish king who no longer knows how to receive instruction."
Points To Note:

1 In addition to wealth, high place and fame doesn"t offer any real security either. Popularity is never permanent. 2. The "wisdom" of the young man appears to be in his willingness to listen to advice, hence the country would be better served under his leadership. "it portrays something familiar enough in public life: the short-lived popularity of the great. It shows the faults on both sides, beginning with the stubbornness of the man who has been too long in the saddle-who is out of touch and out of sympathy with the times" (Kidner p. 51). 

"who no longer knows how to receive instruction"-(Prov. ). "Who no longer knows how to take advice" (Ber). It is not that he doesn"t get advice, he does, but he refuses it. He has forgotten and lost the ability to admit that someone else might have a better idea, to admit his own mistakes or to look at new ideas. "Wisdom" is demonstrated and acquired by being willing to listen to wise advice (Prov. 1:7; 9:9; 18:2; 22:17; 23:12; James 1:19,21).

Fame can be just as addictive as wealth. And while some sacrifice everything () to hold on to wealth, others are willing to sacrifice principle, ethics and their own character to hold on to a position of power. 

Verse 14
"For he has come out of prison to become king, even though he was born poor in his kingdom."
"he"-There is some disagreement as to whether the individual here is the old and foolish king or the youth who replaced him. 1. The youth may have been imprisoned because the old king feared him as a political foe. 2. The king in this verse became king the old fashioned way, i.e. he earned it. In the same land in which he now rules, he was born into poverty. 3. Some see Solomon speaking about himself, he had played the part of the foolish king, and the youthful supplanter is Jeroboam, who was exiled to Egypt (1 Kings ). "To realize that one can rise from unlikely circumstances (from the lowest of circumstances) to become king, to supplant one who already has control, demonstrates the lack of security of life even in the highest office in the land, even in the days of absolute rulers" (Kidwell p. 106).

But the youth of this verse could have been the king who was know old and foolish. The old king could have been a national hero, one with whom all the common people could identify. One not born into royalty, but rather, a man who had worked his way up through the ranks. One who had become king, not by inheritance, but through his own strength, courage, bravery and skill. But power, ease, and wealth had corrupted this young and idealistic man, and know he found himself arrogant, foolish and unpopular!

Verse 15
"I have seen all the living under the sun throng to the side of the second lad who replaces him."
The second lad is the young lad mentioned in . "Solomon places himself in the position of a spectator, and marks how numerous are the adherents who flock around the youthful king" (P.P. Comm. p. 91). All the world loves this new king.

Verse 16
"There is no end to all the people, to all who were before them, and even the ones who will come later will not be happy with him, for this too is vanity and striving after wind."
"the ones who will come later will not be happy with him"-What a contrast! "In one short breath one reads of the multitude thronging to his side, singing his praises and leading him to believe that he is indeed their redeemer. In the same short verse, however, the scene has changed completely and we picture the very next generation asking, "Who is he?"" (Kidwell p. 106). Here we see the fickleness of the crowd, and the fleeting nature of human popularity. "Yet he too will go the way of the old king, not necessarily for his faults, but simply as time and familiarity, and the restlessness of men, make him no longer interesting. He has reached a pinnacle of human glory, only to be stranded there. It is yet another of our human anticlimaxes and ultimately empty achievements" (Kidner p. 52). 

Point To Note:

Here is the rat-race and losing battle that confronts everyone who has reached celebrity status. The constant battle to remain on top, the "who"s in and who"s out list", the struggle to repackage yourself, the fear of becoming over-exposed or too popular, too soon. And while one generation may absolutely love you, that same truth may cause the next generation to despise you and everything associated with you. Solomon had learned that popularity only meant that eventually you could become very unpopular. The more that people idolize you only means the more people who can become disgusted with you, and eventually, "boo" you. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verse 1
"Guard your steps as you go to the house of God, and draw near to listen rather than to offer the sacrifice of fools; for they do not know they are doing evil."
"Guard your steps"-to exercise great care over, "Never enter God"s House carelessly" (Mof). The house of God in the time of Solomon was the Temple (1 Kings ; 2 Chron. 8:16; 5:14). The house of God in the New Testament is the church (1 Timothy 3:15). The idea is, "be careful when you come and worship!" God still feels the same way about worship (see 1 Corinthians 11:28).

"draw near to listen rather than to offer the sacrifice of fools"-"be more ready to hear" (Rhm). Listening here involves the concept of paying attention and be prepared to obey (1 Samuel "to obey is better than sacrifice"; James 1:19 "let everyone be quick to hear"; 1:22 "prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves".) "Whereas the prophets hurl their invective against the vicious and the hypocrites, this writer"s target is the well-meaning person who likes a good sing and turns up cheerfully enough to church; but who listens with half an ear, and never quite gets round to what he has volunteered to do for God. Such a man has forgotten where and who he is; above all, who God is" (Kidner pp. 52-53).

"sacrifice of fools"-These are not necessarily the sacrifices of the overtly wicked (Prov. ). For these people are unaware that they are doing evil. Points To Note: 1. But even ignorantly worshipping God improperly is sin! (5:6) 2. The sacrifice of fools would include making pious but meaningless statements and treating lightly that which is holy (Matthew 7:21; 23:16; 1 Cor. 11:27). 3. "No amount of emphasis on grace can justify taking liberties with God, for the very concept of grace demands gratitude; and gratitude cannot be casual" (Kidner p. 53). 4. Our modern religious world is bent on pushing for casual and laid back worship services, "come as you are" is a popular slogan. But God says, "come, but come carefully, come but come reverently". 5. Instead of learning about God, some religious bodies want casual and relaxed classes where every view will be met with an attitude of acceptance. But God says, "come, and watch what you say, come and be prepared to obey what God says". 6. Unfortunately, in many circles entertainment has replaced true worship. Man says, "come and feel better about yourself", God says, "come, and be prepared to obey the will of God". Be prepared to discard sinful ways and attitudes, be prepared to get rid of prejudices and preconceived ideas, be prepared to be rebuked or admonished (2 Tim. 4:2).

"for they do not know they are doing evil"-Ignorance isn"t an excuse. Many people in the denominational and religious world fit into the above category. They have never really studied for themselves what the Bible says and instead of pleasing God when they come for worship, they are actually rebelling against Him. "Here….the meaningless worship is unwitting; one"s sin is that of a fool rather than a rogue, if that is any consolation!" (Kidner p. 53). Please note, ignorant, albeit sincere worship-is evil!

Point To Note:

A lesson needs to be learned from the pains that God took in the Old Testament to guard His earthly sanctuary, the tabernacle/temple. Those who entered, understood that death was a consequence for abusing or misusing those things associated with the worship of God (Lev. ; 15:31). God made it very clear that He has no tolerance for people who tinker the rules which govern worship (Lev. 10:1-3; 2 Samuel 6:1ff; 2 Chron. 26:16-23). The same respect and purity is also demanded of Christians in the New Covenant (Heb. 10:19ff). Can you imagine Jesus trying to sell people on the gospel message by saying such things as "contemporary music, a light-hearted atmosphere, casual sermons, skits and plays, and, this isn"t your parents church!"?

Verse 2
"Do not be hasty in word or impulsive in thought to bring up a matter in the presence of God. For God is in heaven and you are on the earth; therefore let your words be few."
"Do not be hasty in word"-(James ), which would include insincere and careless prayers. Prayers which are more rote than a genuine expression of the heart (Matthew 6:7). Worship, including prayer isn"t to be verbal doodling! "Be in no hurry to speak" (Jerus). God doesn"t exist to be a verbal punching bag for mankind and neither is He some giant cosmic complaint department. Some people seem to think that it is spiritual to question God"s wisdom, justice and why He lets certain things happen in this world. Solomon notes, God isn"t impressed by people who rashly accuse Him of wrongdoing, who question His righteousness, or blame Him for the evil in this world. God is a giver of good gifts (James 1:5, 13, 17; 1 John 1:5). Job found this out the hard way (Job 38:1ff).

"or impulsive in thought"-God deserves respect! God deserves prayers which have some real thought behind them, God deserves intelligent worshippers, people who really have something to say. Everyday God has selfish, superficial and ignorant people praying to Him. At least let"s give Him something pleasant to hear! In addition, some people seem to think that sitting around and speculating is being spiritual. Carefully note that impulsive, on the spurn of the moment worship has a poor track record in the Scriptures (Lev. ; 1 Samuel 15). In addition, God always deserves to have people think the very best about Him and the manner in which He governs this world. But why is it, when something bad happens that we immediately blame Him? Why do we insist on putting the worse possible interpretation on the way He is governing this world? God isn"t impressed by people who praise Him one moment and who curse Him the next.

"God is in heaven"-Realize your "place". God is God and you are not! You come to praise him, you come to worship Him, you come to please Him-and not visa versa. Worship tends to become corrupted when men forget that they are the worshippers and not the object of worship. Our worship services must never become nothing more than a fan club for a popular speaker or singing group. But how many "worship services" in the religious world have become nothing more than a parade of special guests, or "in praise of men and human innovation", rather than in praise of God? Like the Pharisees, many religious people want to be the object of praise (Matthew ; 23:1ff).

Verse 3
"For the dream comes through much effort, and the voice of a fool through many words".

There seems to be a comparison here. Just like a dream or nightmare often results from excess effort (too many earthly cares), folly is often the result of too many words. "by its very quantity, an excess of talk is bound to throw up folly, just as an excess of business ends in troubled dreams…In the context of worship, that….is to pour out a stream of pious phrases which trifle with our Sovereign…and outrun our actual thinking and intending" (Kidner pp. 53-54). See Proverbs ; 13:3; 15:2; 29:11,20; Matthew 12:36. People seem to forget that God takes what we say very seriously. Please note that God doesn"t allow religious people the liberty of using corrupt or off-color language (Ephesians 5:3-5). Unfortunately, we are living in a society which feels that certain four-letter words are necessary for emphasis or they are necessary if you are going to get your point across.

Verse 4
"When you make a vow to God, do not be late in paying it, for He takes no delight in fools. Pay what you vow!"
"do not be late in paying it"-God expects us to keep our word (Deut. ). For security against vows which were made irresponsibility or rashly, fathers were allowed to overrule the vows of minor daughters (Num. 30:5), and husbands could overrule rash vows made by their wives (30:8). 

Points To Note:

1 When we were baptized, each one of us made a vow to God. "False worship is as much an affront to God as obscene insults are to a wife or husband. Better to bribe a judge than to ply God with hollow words; better to slap a policeman than to seek God"s influence by meaningless gestures; better to perjure yourself in court than to harry God with promises you cannot keep" (David Hubbard). 2. The fool is the person who makes promises to God that he or she doesn"t keep. How many of us have played the part of the fool? In the past did we promise to God that we would serve Him better, teach more people, etc….? 3. People also need to remember that when they married they made vows not only to their future mate, but also to God. God holds us to our promises, even if we don"t! Do any of us have outstanding and long overdue vows before God that need to be paid? Please note, God doesn"t realize us from our promises until we fulfill them.

Verse 5
"It is better that you should not vow than that you should vow and not pay."
Vows weren"t mandatory in the Old Testament (Deut. ), but once made they were binding. Before you promise anything to God are you sure you can keep that promise? God has a very dim view of those who start to serve Him and then give up (2 Peter 2:20-22). But we live in a society in which talk is cheap. Especially when facing a crisis we often promise all sorts of things to God if only He will see us through this trial in our lives. But once the trial is over, we often forget such fervent promises. Good intentions, pious words and sincere prayers don"t make up for a failure to keep what we have pledged.

Verse 6
"Do not let your speech cause you to sin and do not say in the presence of the messenger of God that it was a mistake. Why should God be angry on account of your voice and destroy the work of your hands?"
"cause you to sin"-Yes, despite the claims of some, our words can be sinful. But we have a choice here, "Do not let". The person who has an uncontrolled tongue is choosing not to restrain themselves. Meaningless prayers and rash vows are two examples of speech that will cause one to sin.

"do not say"-Here is one excuse that you had better not use.

"in the presence of the messenger of God"-the Hebrew word here can refer to both human and divine messengers. Malachi uses the term messenger of Jehovah to apply to the priests among the Jews (). Here is the man who comes to the priest and wishes to be excused from the vow he has made. He argues that such a vow was a mistake, either made rashly or out of ignorance. Cheerfully such an individual approaches the priest, "It was an error that I made this vow, offer the appropriate sacrifice for me". So simply does such a person expect that his sin can be erased. "Solomon warned that it would do no good to try to get out of fulfilling such a vow by pleading with the priest that it was a mistake" (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 988).

Point To Note:

There is a great lesson here for us. We live in a society in which forgiveness is viewed as something very easy to obtain. Even Christians can develop the attitude that they can go ahead and sin deliberately and then simply ask for forgiveness. But forgiveness has conditions and one of them is genuine repentance (2 Corinthians ). After such a deliberate sin, you may not be able to manifest such repentance! If our heart isn"t contrite then God won"t forgive us simply because we mouthed the words, "please forgive me" in some prayer. In addition, there are many obligations that God will not release us from until we have fulfilled them. Such as the marriage relationship (Matthew 19:9; Romans 7:2-3), or training our children in the ways of God (Eph. 6:4). I cannot ask God to release me from the obligation of teaching my children about Him. Neither can I ask God to release me from the obligation of being the spiritual leader in the family.

"Why should God be angry….and destroy the work of your hands?"-"rendering unsuccessful whatever man attempts" (Leupold p. 122). (Psalm ).

Point To Note:

In the context, the word of our hands would include all our labor, whether religious or secular. Not only can our work lose its joy due to jealousy, rivalry () or greed (4:8; 5:10), but sin can also undo everything we have previously accomplished. God can turn off the physical blessings. If we place things before God, then God can providentially see to it that we lose those things. If we place career before God, then God can easily cause us to fall down the company ladder. God doesn"t allow us to put Him on hold, to put off the fulfilling of our promises to Him because we are too busy with other things. 

Verse 7
"For in many dreams and in many words there is emptiness. Rather, fear God."
It appears that this verse is similar in thought to . Excessive talk, like daydreams or all dreams are nothing more than vanity. Dreaming doesn"t really accomplish anything, and neither does mere talk. The words under consideration are words which are empty, i.e. meaningless prayers, rash vows, hasty promises, speaking off the top of our heads, meaningless speculation, and so on. Instead, Solomon won"t be impressed by those who claim that there is some hidden message or truth in our dreams. Mere human dreams are basically empty, and are dreams aren"t telling us anything earth shaking!

"Rather, fear God"-That is, approach Him with deep respect. When you pray to God, have something to say. When you make a promise to Him, keep it, and place it as the highest priority in your life (Matthew ). Unfortunately, even some Christians treat God with less respect than mere human beings (Malachi 1:6-9). When we have time for everything else, including our favorite hobby- rather than teaching others, teaching our children, making sure their bible homework is done and so on---we are playing the part of the fool. And if we are tempted to say, "Well, this is nothing more than harsh Old Testament teaching", we need to remember that the New Testament says the exact same thing! (Matthew 6:33; 7:21-23; 1 Corinthians 11:27ff). I still like what Kidner said, "No amount of emphasis on grace can justify taking liberties with God, for the very concept of grace demands gratitude; and gratitude cannot be casual" (p. 53).

Verse 8
"If you see oppression of the poor and denial of justice and righteousness in the province, do not be shocked at the sight, for one official watches over another official, and there are higher officials over them."
"do not be shocked at the sight"-Corruption in government, red-tape and bureaucracy is nothing new! "The glimpse of that vista of officials suggests possibilities….to baffle the citizen who presses for his rights: he can be endlessly obstructed and deflected. As for moral responsibility, it can be side-stepped….Every official can blame the system, while the ultimate authorities hold sway at any infinite distance from the lives they affect…another feature of bureaucracy: its predatory self-absorption, each official keeping a baleful eye on the next one down the list" (Kidner p. 54).

Verse 9
"After all, a king who cultivates the field is an advantage to the land."
Points To Note:

1 Solomon was well acquainted with political intrigue (1 Kings 1-2). The whole system is one of corruption, and the weaker always suffers. The only comfort is that your local corrupt official is being oppressed and exploited by the higher-ups. 2. But even tyranny, even a very corrupt government is better than anarchy. "True to the standpoint of the book, the comment on all this is dry and realistic. After all, if we are looking at the world on its own terms of thoroughgoing secularism, we cannot expect too high a moral tone, either from the system we find in force or from any other. For all his hatred of injustice, Qoheleth pins no hopes on utopian schemes or on revolution…nothing would be gained by returning to the simple structure of the old nomadic days. A developed country needs the strength of central government, even if it entails the burden of officialdom" (Kidner p. 55). 3. Even a corrupt government provides valuable services, such as organization, standards, a stable economy, protection, etc…4. The idea also could be that while we might view ourselves helpless against "the system", those in high places depend upon what the lowly farmer does. In the final analysis, the king himself is dependent upon the labors of those being oppressed, the industry and labor of the common man. Every government would simply grind to a halt is the common person simply stopped working.

MONEY, MONEY, MONEY

Various threads might be linking this section with the previous one: 1. Where injustice and corruption exist, the cause is typically a love of money. 2. Superficial and misdirected religious activity is vain, and so is placing all our hopes in wealth. In addition, greed is something which robs earthly labor of pleasure and satisfaction. The theme of money has actually already been hit in this book a couple of times and this section will run through . It is a frequent subject in the Bible for the precise reason that is it a common problem (Mark 10:24; Luke 16:14-15; 12:13-21; Matthew 6:24; 1 Timothy 6:5ff). "The subject of these reflections (5:10-12) is one of our most compelling interests, as Jesus implied when He warned us against making mammon a second God. The three sayings show it up for what it is, by pointing out the craving it creates, the hangers-on it attracts, and the dyspeptic (bad tempered) plight which is its typical reward" (Kidner p. 55).

Verse 10
"He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves abundance with its income. This too is vanity."
One of the great passages on the lack of real satisfaction which every greedy person will eventually face. "The unappeased craving it creates is very obvious in the gambler, the tycoon and the well-paid materialist who never has enough-for the love of money grows by what it feeds on…If anything is worse than the addiction money brings, it is the emptiness it leaves. Man, with eternity in his heart, needs better nourishment than this" (Kidner p. 56). This is one reason why greed will plunge us into destruction (1 Timothy f). Even though Jesus plainly said that no man can serve two masters (Matt. 6:24), many people seem bent on trying to prove Him wrong.

Verse 11
"When good things increase, those who consume them increase. So what is the advantage of their owners except to look on?"
"those who consume them increase"-Solomon was well aware of the complex establishment that grows with growing wealth. Typically the wealthy man is surrounded by a group of hangers-on. Wealth makes necessary not only the need for legitimate and necessary help such as personal accountants, lawyers, body guards, managers, gardeners, drivers, cooks, maids, etc…(1 Kings ). It also attracts undesirable elements, such as fair weather friends, people trying to weasel themselves into your favor, and people constantly asking you for favors. Thus in the end increased wealth often simply brings bigger bills. Look at all the people that superstars often find themselves feeding and supporting. 

"except to look on?"-"By having this abundance I gain merely this, that I have to guard more, to distribute more among others, and to have the trouble of taking care of more" (P.P. Comm. p. 115). "The fortune which it brings to him consists finally only in this, that he can look on all he has accumulated with proud self-complacency" (Keil/Del., p. 297). "only the irony of having to live on one"s prestige and little else" (Kidner p. 56). This many mean: 1. In the end the wealthy man outside of Christ only gets to look at more than the poor man. 2. "Solomon argued that the only results of increased wealth for a covetous person are increased anxiety and increased vigilance, not increased enjoyment" (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 989).

Verse 12
"The sleep of the working man is pleasant, whether he eats little or much. But the full stomach of the rich man does not allow him to sleep."
Points To Note:

1 Riches also bring anxiety. Those who have nothing to lose aren"t going to be anxious about losing it. So the man who lives from paycheck to paycheck will eat little if he has little that night or much he has much that night. On the other hand, the covetous man, far from being happy and content, never has any rest, day or night. "He loses sleep () worrying about the extra point of interest he could be getting on his riches if he had only moved it "over there"" (Posey p. 38). 2. Kidner makes the following comment: "Whatever discomforts the labourer puts up with, this will not be one of them; and whatever burdens were laid on Adam at the Fall, there was a rough mercy in the sentence, "In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread". We offer an unconscious comment on it by our modern exercise-machines and health clubs-for it is one of our human absurdities to pour out money and effort just to undo the damage of money and ease" (p. 56) 3. The above demonstrates that we can really become the slaves of what we own. When wealth and things are keeping us from having even a good night"s rest-then who is serving who? 4. We also see that the materialist isn"t even able to enjoy a good meal-for all his worrying has typically given him various stomach problems. What"s the profit in striving for material possessions, if by the time you reach the point you can afford to eat the finest steaks, your stomach or health won"t allow it? 

Verse 13
"There is a grievous evil which I have seen under the sun: riches being hoarded by their owner to his hurt."
Verse 14
"When those riches were lost through a bad investment and he had fathered a son, then there was nothing to support him."
"Here, then, is a man who loses all his money at a single blow, leaving his family destitute" (Kidner p. 57). In fact, is appears that this is the same man who worried about his money (), and was unhappy even when he had it all (5:10). This man had put all his trust for happiness in having things (5:13 "hoarded"). Unlike the man in Luke 12:20-21, this man"s life was spared, but all his things were taken. Greed has the power to burn you numerous times. It makes waiting for wealth painful, it makes acquiring wealth painful, once you have it you can"t really enjoy it, and then it can hurt you again if you lose it all! A "grievous evil" is a great evil, a deep hurtful evil, a severe wound.

"lost through bad investment"-And we cannot arrogantly say, "Well, this won"t happen to me". For this man appears to have been a very good businessman, a very shrewd investor (his money was constantly on his mind). But all material wealth has that element of uncertainty (1 Tim. ; 1 John 2:17; Matthew 6:19-20; Prov. 23:5; 27:24).

Point To Note:

Just one more vanity for the man to face who insists on trusting in material possessions. We may have accepted the fact that we can"t take anything with us, but the person who gets our "stuff" maybe the wrong person and the intended inheritor may starve! ()

Verse 15
"As he had come naked from his mother"s womb, so will he return as he came. He will take nothing from the fruit of his labor that he can carry in his hand."
Even if the above wealth hadn"t been lost, it would still be lost at death. Such, greed, trusting in wealth is always a bad investment. Note the word "nothing", at death the greedy man can"t even take one thing with him. Not one trophy, one gold metal, one handful of cash, one prized possession, absolutely nothing. (Job ; Psalm 49:17; 1 Tim. 6:7; Luke 12:20). 

Verse 16
"And this also is a grievous evil---exactly as a man is born, thus will he die. So, what advantage to him who toils for the wind?"
"this is also a grievous evil"-One can almost hear the exclamation, "It isn"t fair!" We shall go out as naked as we arrived. The expression "grievous evil" implies trouble that is distressing and deep-seated, a depressing misfortune. Once again the word "advantage" or profit means "what lasting advantage?" The word "toils" sums up the life of the greedy man in this chapter, all that hard work, all those sleepless nights, all that worrying-in the end for nothing! "For the wind"-Like the wind, riches are often very elusive and can vanish over night. Laboring for the wind is to labor with no result, like feeding on the wind, chasing the wind or inheriting the wind. 

Verse 17
"Throughout his life he also eats in darkness with great vexation, sickness and anger."
"Throughout his life"-That is, throughout the life of the man intent upon finding happiness in possessions. 

"he also eats in darkness"-"passes his life in gloom and cheerlessness" (P.P. Comm. p. 117), "eateth in seclusion" (Sprl); "All the rest of his life he is under a cloud..gloomy, discouraged, frustrated, and angry" (Tay).

"with great vexation, sickness and anger"-1 Timothy "a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction". "A troubled spirit that broods over what could have been, he placed his trust in material gain and when he lost it, he lost his joy and his life" (Kidwell p. 130). Instead of getting richer and happier, the greedy person often gets richer and sicker, richer and unhappier, richer and more isolated, richer and more depressed. "Great vexation"-"frustration" (NIV). The materialist is envious of those who have more, frustrated that he or she can"t close every business deal, constantly suspicious of the competition, and worrying over every financial movement in society.

Verse 18
"Here is what I have seen to be good and fitting: to eat, to drink and enjoy oneself in all one"s labor in which he toils under the sun during the few years of his life which God has given him; for this is his reward."
"which God has given him"-"At first sight this may look like the mere praise of simplicity and moderation; but in fact the key word is God, and the secret of life held out to us is openness to Him: a readiness to take what comes to us as heaven-sent….Once more, a positive note has broken through, and as the chapter ends we catch a glimpse of the man for whom life passes swiftly, not because it is short and meaningless but because, by the grace of God, he finds it utterly absorbing" (Kidner pp. 58-59). 

Verse 19
"Furthermore, as for every man to whom God has given riches and wealth, he has also empowered him to eat from them and to receive his reward and rejoice in his labor; this is the gift of God."
"whom God has given"-The man or woman who really enjoys the things of this life, is the person who realizes that everything they have is from God. If not for the mercy and grace of God, they realize that they would have absolutely nothing (Luke ; Matthew 5:45; Acts 14:15-17; 17:25).

"he has also empowered him to eat from them"-that is, the ability to really enjoy such things. Instead of worrying about his wealth, the righteous man simply enjoys what he has. He doesn"t fret about losing it all, for if he did-he would still be very wealthy in the sight of God. There is a great lesson here. Only the man or woman who has God as the center of their life-is able to enjoy the nice things this life has to offer. Outside of Christ possessions and wealth will naturally cause you to worry, fret, envy, and so on. Please note that wealth isn"t bad or good, riches are not evil in and of themselves. When they are looked upon with a proper attitude and used in harmony with God"s ordained will, they bring joy. Abundance is useless without the ability to enjoy it.

Verse 20
"For he will not often consider the years of his life, because God keeps him occupied with the gladness of his heart."
"he will not often consider the years of his life"-the years of his life are the few days already mentioned. The righteous person will not fret over the brevity, uncertainty or possible troubles of his life. Rather he or she lives each day at a time and makes the most of all the possessions, opportunities and talents which God has given them. In addition, such a person realizes that this earthly life is simply a small fraction of their existence, they have a much better life to come! (Phil. ,23; 1 Peter 1:4; Romans 8:18).

"God keeps him occupied with the gladness of his heart"-In contrast to the claims of unbelievers, being occupied with the things of God is a great way to stay mentally and emotionally healthy! For example, the rich Christian won"t be worrying about their wealth, rather they will gain great satisfaction from being providentially allowed to be in a position to help others and be involved in many good works (1 Timothy ). It"s hard to worry about what you have, envy those who have more, fear losing it all, when you see how much good is done when you are generous!

06 Chapter 6 

Verse 1
"There is an evil which I have seen under the sun and it is prevalent among men"
Here is another misfortune, calamity and hardship that Solomon personally witnessed that happens under the sun. Not only that, but Solomon said, "and it is prevalent among men", i.e. common. In other words, you can see this everywhere. "Prevalent among men", can also be translated, "is heavy upon men", or weighs heavy upon men. The reason for this is that the Hebrew term translated prevalent or heavy, simply can mean much in number or degree.

Verse 2
"a man to whom God has given riches and wealth and honor so that his soul lacks nothing of all that he desires, but God has not empowered him to eat from them, for a foreigner enjoys them. This is vanity and a severe affliction."
"whom God has given"-A thought that should humble us. So much for the idea of the self-made man or millionaire. Or the idea that we did it all on our own and owe no one for our successes. Without God"s physical blessings, and especially without His mercy, we would have nothing. God enables us to prosper (Matthew ; Luke 6:35; Acts 14:15-17; 17:25 "since He Himself gives to all life and breath and all things"). "indicates that in no instance is the acquisition of wealth merely an outright achievement of man. Man can acquire nothing less God permits him to have it" (Leupold p. 134). See also 1 Timothy 6:17; Proverbs 30:8; 1 Samuel 2:7.

"honor"-prestige, fame, a high standing in the community, community awards, praise from one"s fellow man, citizen of the year, the noble peace prize, and so on. "a weighty person in society, worthy of respect, someone who is honorable, impressive" (TWOT p. 426).

"so that his soul lacks nothing"-"Soul" here doesn"t mean his spiritual side, but rather, himself (Luke ). Clearly this man makes it to the top, he has everything that he has ever materially desired. He has it all! Solomon had talked about the man who lost everything through a bad business deal (5:13). "But life can have long spells of brilliance and joy, and still succumb to darkness, which will seem all the deeper for the light it has quenched" (Kidner p. 59).

"God has not empowered him to eat from them"-to "eat from them", means "to enjoy them". "Yet he is unable to enjoy it" (Mof). "This rich man never got beyond the painful process of acquisition" (Leupold p. 135).

Points To Note:

1 "The man of verse 2, just because he is outstanding, has more to lose than the plodder who will never arrive. And he may well lose it through no fault of his own: perhaps when war, or sickness, or injustice spills everything into another"s lap….One could have the things men dream of….children by the score, and years of life by the thousand-and still depart unnoticed, unlamented, and unfulfilled" (Kidner p. 59). 2. Events outside this man"s control, of which there are many in life (Ecc. ), may deprive him of his possessions. 3. Or, this man"s attitude towards his possessions may keep him from enjoying them. "to say that God does not empower the rich man to enjoy what he has accumulated is stating that the rich man cannot divorce himself from the power of his wealth…God has ordained personal fulfillment and joy are found only within the confines which He has established" (Kidwell p. 139). 4. There are various laws in the spiritual realm and one of those laws is that greed will prevent you from enjoying what you have (5:10-12). 5. And since wealth is relative (you can always find someone who has more than you do-and less), these truths apply to all of us. There are many "middle class" individuals who are unable to enjoy the fruits of their labors because they are always wanting more.

"for a foreigner enjoys them"-the word foreigner or stranger can refer to someone other than this man"s heir, and simply another person, someone other than oneself. But at this point many may protest that life is not by any means as black as this for most people. But, it seems to me often it is for those outside of Christ. We live in the most prosperous country of all time, and yet look how many people are depressed, lonely, and isolated. With all the "things" that we own, look how many of the people in this country are miserable, either in their career, in their marriage, in their family and so on. 

Listen to the following quote:

""I"m bored." He has a room full of action figures, video games, cable TV, a VCR, interactive CD-ROM virtual-reality simulators, and a fully loaded computer with Internet access. But he doesn"t have anything to do. Boredom is more than an irritation in child-raising. It has been called a major spiritual problem, one that is particularly characteristic of our time. Boredom is often the motivation for adultery and divorce, abuse of alcohol or drugs, and even suicide. The ancient moralists associated boredom with sloth….considering it a form of spiritual laziness, an ungrateful lack of interest in what God has ordained. But the ancients do not seem to have been as bored as we are. The word did not even enter the English vocabulary until the Enlightenment of the 18th century, the beginning of the modern era. Boredom is a chronic symptom of a pleasure-obsessed age. When pleasure becomes one"s top priority, the result, ironically, is boredom" 

Verse 3
"If a man fathers a hundred children and lives many years, however many they be, but his soul is not satisfied with good things, and he does not even have a proper burial, then I say, "Better the miscarriage than he,""
"If a man…."-Perhaps, one may reason, a large family and long life will surely bring personal joy. In Jewish culture, Solomon is describing a man who had it all! A large family was a great blessing (Psalm ). A hundred children isn"t an exaggeration, for Ahab had 70 sons (2 Kings 10:1), and Rehoboam had 88 children (2 Chron. 11:21). Long life was also considered to be (and still is) a great blessing (Psalm 90:10; Ex. 20:10; 1 Kings 3:11,14). "Artaxerxes Mnemon is said to have had 115 children, and died of grief at the age of 94 at the suicide of one son and the murder of another" (P.P. Comm. p. 138). 

"but his soul is not satisfied with good things"-"Soul"-his appetite, desires, his person. "In a word he is not happy in his life" (Keil/Del. p. 305). Yes, you can have it all, and still be completely unhappy. 

"and he does not even have a proper burial"-unlamented. "To be deprived of burial was considered by the Jews one of the greatest dishonors that could be inflicted on a human being" (Manners and Customs, Freeman, p. 227). (Deut. ; 1 Samuel 17:44-46; Jeremiah 7:3; 16:4). What could be included in this improper burial, is that no friends or family come to mourn over his death. "It is not noted as to the reason why the rich man does not have a burial, but circumstances of life led to this unfortunate conclusion" (Kidwell p. 140). See Jeremiah 22:18-19. But such things do happen under the sun! Famous and wealthy men often die in obscurity, die friendless, and estranged from other family members. 

"then I say, "Better the miscarriage than he""-the same thought is found in .

Verse 4
"for it comes in futility and goes into obscurity; and its name is covered in obscurity". 

The stillborn or miscarriage comes in futility, i.e. comes for no purpose. The miscarriage or stillborn is (still to this day) often buried without a ceremony, often the child isn"t even named, or if he or she is named, the name is quickly forgotten because the child never had a chance to make a name for himself. The immediate family might remember the name, but the rest of society is completely ignorant of this child"s short life. While we know the names of our neighbor"s or friend"s children, we are often completely ignorant concerning the fact that they may have had one or more miscarriages.

Verse 5
"It never sees the sun and it never knows anything; it is better off than he."
"never knows anything"-i.e. never knows anything of this life or never knows what life is like.

"better off than he"-the miscarriage is better off than the rich man in this section. Why? Note, Solomon doesn"t say that the rich man in this section and the miscarriage are equal, but rather, the miscarriage is better off than such a man.

Verse 6
"Even if the other man lives a thousand years twice and does not enjoy good things----do not all go to one place?"
Even if such a rich man could live 2000 years, twice the lifetime of the oldest man mentioned in the Scriptures (Genesis ). 1. Time doesn"t necessary cause us to mature. Maturity and spirituality just don"t happen naturally or without any effort (Heb. 5:12-14). 2. Some people think that given enough time greedy people would finally out-grow their greed and finally wake up to the important things in life. But God says, that a person could live 2000 years and still fail to realize what this life is all about! 3. So much for the idea that people end up lost because God didn"t give them enough time (Romans 2:1-5). 4. If God had allowed mankind to live for the beginning of Creation to the end of this Creation, the percentage of those who obey God probably wouldn"t change much. 5. Prior to the flood men lived for hundreds of years and yet such people-far from being godly or mature were extremely wicked (Genesis 6:1-6). 6. This verse also tells us that a person must make a firm decision to change-or they will never change. Too many people are hoping that they will just kind of naturally become a better person, or that their sinful habits will just kind of naturally go away, and that over time temptation will just kind of naturally lose its appeal. Not so! 7. This is why if you are going to change your life, repent or become a Christian, then you need to act today (2 Corinthians 6:1ff). 

"and does not enjoy good things"-even after 2000 years of life and experience-and he still doesn"t get it! So much for the idea that this life could provide me with lasting happiness if I just had enough, or if I just had enough time. There doesn"t exist any fountain of material happiness on this earth!

"do not all go to one place?"-that is, the grave. Yet, compared to a man that lives 2000 years, has descendants without number, and all the material possessions he could ever want-and yet is not happy-better to have the earthly fate of the miscarriage than that type of life. Yes, the miscarriage had a brief earthly existence, but the rich man in this chapter simply had a long existence that will filled with frustration, depression, misery, discontentment, heartache, loneliness, lack of satisfaction, stress, toil, estrangement, bitterness, etc….Better to have never see the light of day-then live that type of life! And as Jesus will note, better to have never lived, than to end up lost in hell! (Mark "It would have been good for that man if he had not been born").

Verse 7
"All a man"s labor is for his mouth and yet the appetite is not satisfied".

"is for his mouth"-for self-preservation and enjoyment. "The first of them (7) makes a point which is as real to modern man on his individual treadmill as to the primitive peasant scraping a bare living from the soil: that he works to eat, for the strength to go on working to go on eating. Even if he enjoys his work-and his food-the compulsion is still there. His mouth, not his mind, seems to be master" (Kidner p. 61). 

"yet the appetite is not satisfied"-Certain men labor endlessly for the products of food and pleasure, and yet their desire is never satisfied. When I become addicted to having things, then those things become a relentless taskmaster instead of things that can bring comfort and convenience to my life. The moment I start worshipping anything other than God, I have just forfeited contentment and happiness. Solomon warns that there is always the danger that our desire will outstrip our acquisitions. Actually, the statement, "It is more that you can imagine", typically doesn"t apply to what man can imagine concerning earthly wealth and earthly possessions. The problem that confronts many people is that they can imagine much more than they could every possess.

"All this is damaging to any rosy picture of the world….Qoheleth is very far from holding that man has rights which God ignores; it is rather that man has needs which God exposes….The world itself is made to say to us, in the only language we will mostly listen to, "This is no place to rest"" (Kidner p. 60) (Hebrews ).

Verse 8
"For what advantage does the wise man have over the fool? What advantage does the poor man have, knowing how to walk before the living?"
"does the wise man have over the fool?"-"When we object that men have more in them than this, and better things to live for, verse 8 does not let this pass without a challenge" (Kidner p. 61). Once again, "advantage" means "lasting advantage". Someone might argue that the wise man will be better off financially, but even this temporary material advantage isn"t true in every case (Ecc. ). In addition, the wise man"s wisdom may bring him pain-rather than peace of mind (Ecc. 1:18 "Because in much wisdom there is much grief"). How many secular "deep thinkers" have committed suicide? How many secular writers or poets have been men and women who went from one emotional extreme to the other and basically lived very miserable lives?

"What advantage does the poor man have"-and lest we are tempted to glorify the life of the hard working peasant (as it done in various communist writings), Solomon challenges us on this point also. "What does a poor man, however well thought of, actually get for his pains?" (Kidner pp. 61-62). Lest we say that the hard working and moral peasant will find happiness-not if they also ignore God. The good life isn"t found on the farm or working the land when God is excluded from the picture.

"knowing how to walk before the living"-that is the poor man who doesn"t use his poverty as an excuse to break the law or sin. The hard working blue color worker who is a good neighbor. The man who knows how to behave himself in the company of his fellowman. But even such a poor man can have dreams, big dreams, dreams which never are fulfilled. One might be rich, a fool or a prudent poor man, but if you can"t enjoy what you have-then you are all equal! The rich man who is miserable and frustrated is on the same level as the man or woman living on the street because of their own foolishness. 

Verse 9
"What the eyes see is better than what the soul desires. This too is futility and a striving after wind."
"What the eyes see is better than…"-"better is the sight of the eyes than the wandering of the desire" (KJV); "Better aim at what lies in view than hanker after dreams" (Knox).

Points To Note:

1 Constantly longing for more is futile. 2. Too many of us spend too much time daydreaming for what we consider to be the ideal_________, instead of realizing the true wealth and enjoyment which is right before our eyes. Too many of us are living in the earthly future, rather than the present. We think that something in the earthly future (marriage, children, career, home, vacation home, new car, retirement, vacation, etc…) will bring the happiness that we are so desperately trying to find. Instead of thinking, "I can"t wait until…..", why don"t we say, "Today is going to be a great day, everything that this life can offer me can be found today, can be found right now".

Verse 10
"Whatever exists has already been named, and it is known what man is, for he cannot dispute with him who is stronger than he is."
"Whatever exists has already been named"-"Whatever hath been, long ago hath its name been given" (P.P. Comm. p. 140). "Whatever is, was long ago given its name" (NAB).

"and it is known what man is"-"and the nature of man is known" (NAB). 

Points To Note:

1 The idea appears to be that it is useless to argue against any of the truths which Solomon has noted. For the nature of man doesn"t change. Greed couldn"t satisfy ancient man, and it can"t satisfy modern man. "Man should know who he is and recognize that his ability to speak long and loud will not change his nature" (Kidwell p. 148). 2. "Whatever brave words we may multiply about man, or against His Maker, verses 10 and 11 remind us that we shall not alter the way in which we and our world were made" (Kidner p. 62). 3. But many people refuse to accept what God says about man and man"s nature. People seem bent on proving God wrong, they seem determined to prove that material things can bring them lasting happiness, that they can find lasting enjoyment in sin, that they can live selfish lives and be content. And beyond this, that they can supposedly change their gender, defy or completely ignore what God gave them, including their gender, their soul, or their emotional and mental nature (Romans ). We live in a society which seems determined to prove God wrong.

"for he cannot"-i.e. man

"dispute with him who is stronger than he is"-the "him" in this verse appears to be God. Man often will attempt to dispute with God or outright deny His entire existence. But man can"t win an argument with God, man can"t change the mind of God concerning things which are right and wrong. 

Points To Note:

2 Solomon is making the point that it is pointless to argue with the truths being presented. Your arguments can"t change reality, you cannot be something other than "man". A person may try to argue that they can be completely happy without God (), or that God has given them nothing or they owe Him nothing (6:2). But such arguments are pointless and false. 2. Be impressed with the patience and mercy of God! Realize the amount of foolish talk that God puts up with on a daily basis! 3. "The idea of disputing with the Almighty (10b,11) fascinated Job, who abandoned it only after much heart-searching (and divine rebuke) (Job 42:1-6)….Yet we still find it easier to enlarge on the way things ought to have been than to face the truth of what they are" (Kidner p. 62). 

Verse 11
"For there are many words which increase futility. What then is the advantage to a man?"
"many words which increase futility"-There are many human arguments which in the end are only vanity. "Even though man is very glib and capable of varying and lengthy speeches, such exercises will only manifest his vanity" (Kidwell p. 149). Many human arguments simply prove that God is right when He says, "Nor is it in man who walks to direct his steps" (Jeremiah ). And nothing is improved by the multiplication of arguments or lengthening the arguments. A multiplication of words only multiplies the argument as being vain. "more exhaustive attempts at explaining the human situation (apart from God) only confound the facts and are of no benefit to humanity" 

Verse 12
"For who knows what is good for a man during his lifetime, during the few years of his futile life? He will spend them like a shadow. For who can tell a man what will be after him under the sun?"
"For who knows"-of course, the answer to both questions is that God knows! But remove God and His will from the picture, and you have a picture of hopelessness and confusion It is a double bewilderment, for without God, man is left with no absolute values to live for ("what is good?"), and not even any practical certainties ("what will be after him?"). "Secular man, heading for death, and swept along by change, can only echo, "Who knows what is good…..? Who can tell man what will be after him….?"" (Kidner p. 62). 

Points To Note:

1. Despite all his boastful and arrogant claims, man is completely unable to determine what is "good"-apart from divine revelation. 2. The Bible often makes the point that even a long lifetime is fleeting compared to eternity (1 Chron. ; Psalm 102:11; 144:4; James 4:13ff). 3. Here we see the folly of worshipping human wisdom, since human wisdom is so limited that it can"t even predict what will happen tomorrow, not to mention years from now (1 Corinthians 1:21). 4. "The wise, rich, but yet unhappy man has concerned himself with many problems that pertain to tomorrow: Who will come after him? To whom will he really leave all that he has collected and gathered? What if he has no son to carry on? Will he receive a proper burial? What will people think of him when he has died? These and many other questions continually trouble his mind" (Kidwell p. 151). 

07 Chapter 7 

Verse 1
"A Good name is better than a good ointment, and the day of one"s death is better than the day of one"s birth."
"better than a good ointment"-a good name is a good reputation (Prov. ). A good ointment, scented oil or perfume could be very costly (John 12:2,5, and such was viewed as one of the luxuries associated with the good life. Moral purity is by far more important that how one smells. The world is filled with good smelling people, people who are able to afford costly perfumes who have rotten reputations. Our society has forgotten the importance of a good name, in fact, our society seems to glorify, reward and praise people who have bad reputations-lest I mention Dennis Rodman or others.

"the day of one"s death is better than the day of one"s birth"-Of course, such a day is only better for the man with a good reputation, the person who is prepared to meet God in judgment (Luk3 ). "if a man"s life is such that he leaves a good name behind him, then the day of his death is viewed as a victory, the battle has been won. At birth a whole life of troubles and obstacles is before one, but the man that has lived a good life has overcome them (2 Tim. 4:6-8; Rev. 14:13; 2:10). In addition, a good name isn"t securely established until the day of death; through carelessness, the living can always ruin their reputation.

Verse 2
"It is better to go to a house of mourning than to go to a house of feasting, because that is the end of every man, and the living takes it to heart."
Points To Note:

1 "there is much to be gained by sober reflection on death. Those who do so realize that the same end awaits them, and their hearts are turned from folly. Herein the carpe diem (seize the day) of the Teacher differs from that of the libertine, for whom death is either a subject to be avoided or an incentive to party all the more furiously" (Garrett pp. 318-319). 2. Clearly, Solomon, nowhere in this book advises us to eat, drink and be merry in a reckless and sinful manner. Rather, pleasure is always in the context of the fear of God (; 11:8-10). And this verse discourages the frivolous and worldly type of pleasure or living. 3. Pleasure isn"t the ultimate good and the ultimate meaning of life will never be found in doing things that are "fun". 4. This verse is necessary because many people are superficial and would rather avoid the funeral or the sermon and would rather get on to the feast and the light-hearted conversation. 5. The verse definitely rebukes and condemns the individual who walks away from a funeral none the better.

"that is the end of every man"-a truth so obvious and yet one which many people refuse to accept. We should almost feel ashamed that God has to remind human beings of such an elementary truth. It doesn"t even take faith to accept such a truth-for it is a fact which is demonstrated every day (Hebrews ).

"the living takes it to heart"-"the living should keep that in mind" (Mof); "and it is a good thing to think about it while there is still time" (Tay). (Psalm "So teach us to number our days"). "At any rate, honest men admit that death is inevitable and they are sobered by looking upon the face of a friend who in this life will neither smile or sing again" (Kidwell p. 155). Carefully note that often religious bodies think that fun and games is the ticket to church growth or member involvement. Solomon plainly notes that feasts and lighthearted occasions are not the ticket to moral or spiritual improvement. "It is not time for dwelling on life"s brevity or on human limitations….At the house of mourning, on the other hand, the mood is thoughtful and the facts are plain. If we shrug them off, it is our fault: we shall have no better chance of facing them" (Kidner p. 65).

Point To Note:

Unfortunately, even in the religious world funerals are becoming less and less a time for sober reflection. In fact, even many religious people seem to be offended when the preacher dwells on weighty and eternal truths during the funeral. But Solomon says that the house of mourning is exactly the place to be thinking about your soul and eternity. 

Verse 3
"Sorrow is better than laughter, for when a face is sad a heart may be happy".

Note the expression "may be", we have the choice and power to let sadness and tragedy transform our character (Romans ; James 1:2-4). The sorrow under consideration might be in reference to the death of a friend or relative (7:2) and can be used to draw us closer to God or repent of sins which we haven"t forsaken. "When one faces the reality of death and the suddenness of judgment before his Creator, he is drawn in his mind to consider his own ways" (Kidwell p. 157). But we live in a time when many people try to avoid sorrow at all cost. Many people seem to prefer the "hectic, empty gaiety of fools" (Kidner p. 65), rather than mature and sober reflection. "Ah, don"t worry about it" seems to be the theme song of our time. If we will only cooperate, sorrow can bring many wonderful changes in our lives (Psalm 119:71). 

Verse 4
"The mind of the wise is in the house of mourning, while the mind of fools is in the house of pleasure".

"The mind"-Long after the funeral is over, the wise man is still thinking about life and death. The sermon wasn"t wasted on such a person. But we are behaving like fools, if we can"t allow ourselves to soberly reflect on spiritual realities. The fool says, "I couldn"t wait to get out of there, I need a stiff drink". Many people seem determined to live a life of denial. No matter where the fool is, he or she mentally wants to be thinking about superficial and shallow things. But life and death, heaven and hell are never far from the mind of the righteous (Colossians ff; Isaiah 53:3).

The Value Of Godly Criticism

"Solomon is still contending that one should maintain a good name and protect it. First by sober consideration to the lessons gained in reflecting upon death. Secondly, that our attention should be directed toward the rebuke of wise men" (Kidwell p. 160). Note that all the things discussed so far are completely at odds with the values the secular society. In our society, people think that any negative comment is terrible.

Verse 5
"It is better to listen to the rebuke of a wise man than for one to listen to the song of fools."
Please note that the statement infers that we can recognize wisdom when we hear it---only if we are really wanting to face reality and improve ourselves (Prov. ; 27:5; 17:10; Galatians 2:11-14; 2 Timothy 4:2; Titus 1:13; 2:15). The song of fools might be a very popular song (100 bottles of beer on the wall, etc…). The world is filled with many such songs, often irreverent, boisterous, reckless, immodest and immoral. "Present-day society, which emphasizes self-centered hedonism, desperately needs to heed this reminder" (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 992). 

Verse 6
"For as the crackling of thorn bushes under a pot, so is the laughter of a fool, and this too is futility."
In the Hebrew, there is a pun or play on words here. "For as the crackling of thorns (nesseln) under the pot (kessel). In the East, and where wood is scarce, thorns, hay and stubble are used for fuel (Matthew ). Such materials are quickly kindled, blaze up for a time with much noise, and soon die away. The point of comparison is the loud crackling and the short duration of the fire with small results. So the fool"s mirth is boisterous and noisy, but comes to a speedy end, and is spent to no good purpose" (P.P. Comm. p. 157). The pun in English would be something like, "as nettles under the kettle".

You May As Well Face Facts

Concerning this section Kidner notes, "There are almost as many moods and standpoints here as there are sayings, but a certain low-key approach to the subject marks most of them….In verse 7 we can recognize the essence of a law which, in modern times, Lord Acton formulated as "All power tends to corrupt…"" (pp. 66-67).

Verse 7
"For oppression makes a wise man mad, and a bribe corrupts the heart."
"makes a wise man mad"-"extortion maddens the wise man" (Ber); "oppression bewilders even a wise man"s wits" (Knox). The word oppression means, "violence, injury, esp. oppression demonstrated by defrauding, extortion, fraud and unjust gain. Not only does such evil frustrate the wise men, but when wise men yield to the temptation to abuse others or their power, they will ease to be wise men. 

"a bribe corrupts the heart"-"even a wise person can be made a fool when money becomes involved" (Longman p. 185). 

Points To Note:

1 "Still, when people see how pervasive abuse of political power is, that it is indeed so common that it is impossible to function in politics without being tainted, they conclude that the words of the wise are hopelessly idealistic" (Garrett p. 320). 2. Proverbs . 3. The verse also reminds us that giving into temptation, such as greed, can completely undo all the benefits, even of divine wisdom. And yet, some people think that they can dabble in sin without sin gaining the under hand over them. But sin will always make a fool of the sinner. So much for the idea that you can be involved in corrupt and unethical business dealings or political maneuverings and remain a honest and ethical person.

Verse 8
"The end of a matter is better than its beginning; patience of spirit is better than haughtiness of spirit."
"end of a matter"-a specific example of this is found in . "The end is better because we can form a right judgment about a matter; we see what was its purpose; we know whether it has been advantageous and prosperous or not" (P.P. Comm. p. 158). We need to remember that for the Christian the point isn"t finishing first, but finishing (Heb. 12:1-4). Momentary setbacks should never discourage us, for we might lose a number of battles, but what counts is winning the war (Romans 2:7). A good beginning can often make people proud or over-confident (1 Cor. 10:12). A slow start can be discouraging. Much can change before life is through.

"patience of spirit"-"better patience than pride" (NEB). This is one more value that our modern society has forgotten, for we tend to admire and praise those who refuse to wait, our society glorifies the arrogant and the boastful. "people prematurely conclude that warnings to avoid corruption are naïve. If one is patient, one will finally see that moral integrity is indeed the better way…The wise man is neither naïve nor cynical and embittered" (Garrett p. 320). "Better long patience than soaring pride". "I would go on to add that no one can know the outcome of anything until it is completed, so patience, not pride, is called for" (Longman p. 188). Compare with 2 Kings "Let not the person putting on armor brag like the one taking it off".

Verse 9
"Do not be eager in your heart to be angry, for anger resides in the bosom of fools."
"eager in your heart"-quick to be angry. The idea is that of hastening, in a hurry to be angry. When our attitude isn"t right many of us are simply looking for an excuse to get angry, like someone who is just itching for a fight.

Points To Note:

1 Consider the close connection between pride and anger. Humility and patience is a great check against selfish and sinful anger. This should make us seriously reevaluate our own anger. Often what triggers an angry response isn"t righteous indignation, rather it is when our pride has been seriously humbled or put in its place. 2. The fool is a person who cherishes and nourishes such anger. "A quick temper in company with frustration is the earmark of the fool. Another mark of the fool is to welcome, harbor and entertain anger" (Kidwell p. 164). James ; Proverbs 25:28.

Verse 10
"Do not say, "Why is it that the former days were better than these?" For it is not from wisdom that you ask about this."
"Do not say"-Solomon is relentless! "verse 10 is even more crushing, as befits an answer to nostalgia, which is an enervating and self-indulgent mood. To sigh for "the good old days" is…doubly unrealistic: a substitute not only for action but for proper thought, since it almost invariably overlooks the evils that took a different form or vexed a different section of society in other times. The clear-eyed Qoheleth is the last person to be impressed by this golden haze around the past: he has already declared that one age is very much like another ()" (Kidner p. 67)

"it is not from wisdom that you ask about this"-we need to talk more sensibly than longing for the supposed good old days. Living in the past, pinning for some golden era in the past or our past, is also living like a fool. Longing for the past and dissatisfaction with the present is another manifestation of impatience and pride. "For one thing, to believe that the present is worse than the past shows a complete ignorance of history" (Longman p. 189). The wise man interprets the present and the past in the light of wisdom.

Verse 11
"Wisdom along with an inheritance is good and an advantage to those who see the sun."
The wisdom praised in this section might be good practical common sense, for such wisdom does have a limit (). Like money, this wisdom does have some limited and earthly advantages. Without prudence and foresight, an inheritance can be easily lost or squandered. In addition, man"s wisdom is more respected by others when a man owns property and other possessions. When accompanied by wisdom, prosperity can be beneficial. 

"those who see the sun"-"may well be a double-edged remark, a reminder that there is a time-limit to the help that even wisdom, at this level of good sense, can offer. It pays no dividends in the grave" (Kidner p. 68). Godly or divine wisdom is far greater than riches (Proverbs ), and is an advantage beyond this life

Verse 12
"For wisdom is protection just as money is protection. But the advantage of knowledge is that wisdom preserves the lives of its possessors."
Note that Solomon isn"t against money or making money. Rather, he has pointed out the short-comings of wealth. Wealth can offer us some limited and temporary protection (Proverbs ). "The superiority of wisdom, however, is that it guides one through difficult times and thus preserves life. Money, to the contrary, often vanishes in hard times" (Garrett p. 321). In addition, whatever protection or comfort money can provide is often negated if such funds are in the hands of an angry, proud and impatient individual. Even good common sense, not to mention divine wisdom, can keep people from self-destructing through various vices, passions and emotions, like anger which not only can consume your wealth but also your life, both physical and spiritual.

Verse 13
"Consider the work of God, for who is able to straighten what He has bent?"
Here we see that true wisdom won"t try to change or deny what God has done. Rather, the truly wise man will submit to and accept how God governs this universe. Since God is holy (1 John ), this verse isn"t speaking about moral crookedness, but rather of things and events we find awkward, inconvenient or difficult. Instead of resenting and rebelling against the fact that God allows us to suffer, we should use such opportunities wisely (1 Cor. 10:13). 

Verse 14
"In the day of prosperity be happy, but in the day of adversity consider----God has made the one as well as the other so that man may not discover anything that will be after him."
"be happy….consider"-"God brings both prosperity and recession. When times are good, one should enjoy the prosperity; when times are bad, one should reflect on the fact that this too is from God"s hand" (Garrett p. 321). Compare with Philippians . Note the word "consider". Instead of complaining, reflect! Instead of being tempted to find fault with God"s management of this world, learn from the hardship (Psalm 119:71). "a little classic on the right approach to good times and bad, which is to accept both from God for what they can give: not with the Stoic"s impassiveness, nor with the restlessness of those who cannot bring themselves to accept a bonus with delight, or a blow with an open and reflective mind" (Kidner p. 68).

Points To Note:

1 Those who can come to terms with the above verse will find peace. Those who can"t, are destined to live a life that is frustrating. 2. In good times don"t become arrogant, rather be thankful. In hardship, don"t abandon or blame God, rather, grasp and learn those lessons which only hardship can deliver (Romans ). 3. But how many people resent the bad times, and then miss the good times because they are always saying, "This can"t last for long, I know something bad is right around the corner".

"may not discover anything that will be after him"-This doesn"t apply to the afterlife, for the righteous know what the future holds beyond this life (). Rather, this applies to the events in this life (James 4:14). No man can predict the future, God mingles good days and bad, so that man never knows what tomorrow may hold. Such a verse should humble us and clip the wings of our self-sufficiency. We can either rebel against this fact of life, resent it or determine to prove God wrong on this point, or we can accept it, be thankful that we don"t have to worry about the future, for such would be pointless, and realize that the unpredictable future is always in the hands of a faithful God. Even the wise can"t predict the future. This should be a warning to every investor or forecaster. Just about the time that you think that you have every trend understood, figured out and predicted, God will throw you a curve ball.

The Proper Application Of Religion

In this section Solomon isn"t arguing that trying to serve God is a waste of time, for that would contradict the conclusion of the book (). Rather, he is correcting an abuse in religion. He is reminding all of us that prosperity isn"t a sure indication of God"s approval and hardship isn"t a sure indication of God"s disapproval. In every age some religious people have gotten the idea that serving God will result in automatic material gain and protection from all physical adversities.

Verse 15
"I have seen everything during my lifetime of futility; there is a righteous man who perishes in his righteousness, and there is a wicked man who prolongs his life in his wickedness."
"who perishes"-that is, a very godly man who dies prematurely, or whose faithfulness to God is the reason why he is persecuted or killed. The Bible is filled with such men, Abel, John the Baptist, Jesus, James the brother of John, etc…Compare with Psalm 73. Righteous men often have suffered (Matthew ; 2 Tim. 3:12). At times, being righteous actually keeps you from prospering in a physical sense (Hebrews 10:32ff). Thus the argument which says, "If you are right with God, then why aren"t you rich?", is both foolish and naïve.

"prolongs his life"-that is, prolongs his physical life by being wicked, i.e. by compromising his principles or by having no principles at all. While the wicked at times do die young (Exo. ; Deut. 4:40), there are exceptions. And these exceptions shouldn"t bother us, or move us to question our faith or God"s justice. The friends of Job were under the impression that being righteous would automatically protect you from any bad thing (physically) happening to you (Job 4:7-9; 8:20; 34:11-12; 36:6-7).

Verse 16
"Do not be excessively righteous, and do not be overly wise. Why should you ruin yourself?"
Solomon isn"t advocating a half-hearted devotion to God (Revelation ; Luke 13:24; Matthew 6:33). In the context, the word "excessively" describes the attitude of the person who thinks that serving God will magically protect them from all harm. A person who is depending upon their service to God as being the means of securing for themselves material blessings and material rewards. The person who views Christianity as a means of material gain (1 Timothy 6:5). This type of perverted Christianity, just like a wisdom that fosters pride, can be very destructive. The person who thinks that God will never let anything bad happen to them, as long as they are keeping all His commandments, is first of all serving God for the wrong reason. And secondly, will be sadly disappointed. Often, such a person becomes an unbeliever or a cynic after a trial or tragedy. In addition, excessive righteousness is the same as boasted and over-confident wisdom. That is, both have ceased to be true righteousness and true wisdom. Arrogant wisdom is in the same category as self or perverted righteousness. Hence it is not unhealthy to be wholly dedicated to true righteousness or true wisdom (Matthew 5:20).

Verse 17
"Do not be excessively wicked, and do not be a fool. Why should you die before your time?"
Of course, Solomon isn"t saying that a little sin is OK or that sin is find as long as one sins in moderation. Or that you can be wicked just as long as you aren"t really wicked. Rather, Solomon is quickly correcting any misconception that any of his readers might have about what he had just said. People love to jump to conclusions, and people with the wrong attitude (selfishness) seem to be always looking for any supposed excuse to ignore God. After reading , I can just hear someone saying, "Well, I guess it"s OK to live a sinful life". Solomon quickly reminds such a foolish thinker that while some wicked men live materially prosperous and long lives, many do not! (Proverbs 10:27). Many a man or woman has found their physical lives cut short due to their own foolishness or some habitual sin. Do I need to mention all the young men who have died of AIDS? 

Hence, the wise man is careful to avoid self-righteousness or over-confidence. And neither is he shaken when adversity comes his way. He doesn"t envy the wicked who are prospering, for he realizes that such is only temporary and often he is looking at the wicked man or woman who is the exception in God"s universe rather than the rule.

Verse 18
"It is good that you grasp one thing, and also not let go of the other; for the one who fears God comes forth with both of them."
"grasp"-i.e. lay to heart. The one thing to grasp in this section appears to be the truths that have just been taught. The man or woman who fears God will avoid all the extremes or pitfalls in the previous section. They won"t become self-righteous or arrogant and neither will they argue that nice guys finish last. Here again, we see that the righteousness mentioned in is a perverted form of righteousness, for the person in this verse who is praised is one who fears God. In addition, the person who fears God is able to avoid the extremes that we see in man-made and human religion. On the one side, the ascetic who looks upon every form of fun as sinful, and who fails to enjoy the wholesome blessings of this life. On the other hand, the person who argues that grace gives us the right to sin, or who views any restriction from God as a threat to his freedom or personal happiness.

Verse 19
"Wisdom strengthens a wise man more than ten rulers who are in a city."
Which should remind us that character does matter! And that wisdom is often more beneficial and effective than brute force. Wisdom, especially wisdom from God can give you better counsel than 10 kings or 10 prudent statesmen. Wisdom is a better companion and offers greater benefits than ten of the finest rulers chosen from the major population center in the land. The united combined strength of human wisdom sources cannot equal the wisdom found in the fear of the Lord (). Compare with Psalm 119:99. The wisdom found in the Scriptures far outstrips the combined literary efforts of every secular writer who has lived since the dawn of time.

Verse 20
"Indeed, there is not a righteous man on earth who continually does good and who never sins."
Points To Note:

1 This is the O.T. equivalent of Romans . Carefully note that the verse isn"t teaching that all men are born sinners. Rather, once one reaches an age of accountability (Romans 7:9), all find themselves guilty of violating the will of God at some point. 2. The verse is also noting that no mere man can live a sinless life (1 John 1:8-10). Far from excusing our sins, it should rather point us to the need for divine wisdom and a Savior. 3. This verse also makes us face reality. We shouldn"t blindly follow any man, even professed experts, for no man operating on his own wisdom is infallible. Apart from the Scriptures, every man is blind (Jeremiah 10:23). One more reason why we need to take advantage of every opportunity to study the Bible, meet with Christians, and be around spiritually mature and sound individuals (Hebrews 10:24-25). 

Verse 21
"Also, do not take seriously all words which are spoken, lest you hear your servant cursing you."
While there are many things that we need to hear and take seriously (Mark ), the wise man will learn to separate the truth from gossip and idle talk. In fact, Paul instructed Timothy to reject a number of human speculations (1 Tim. 1:4; 4:7; 6:20). In addition, always wanting to know what people think and say about us (esp. when we aren"t around) is to set up a false standard. The opinions of other men and women don"t establish reality, actually, they are the opinions of sinners (7:20), and what is that worth?

"lest you hear"-really wanting to know what people say about you-is just asking for trouble. No, everyone doesn"t like you, which isn"t a bad thing (Luke ). Life will be frustrating if you take offense at every negative comment-for remember, you live in a world of sinners! 

Verse 22
"For you also have realized that you likewise have many times cursed others."
A good dose of humility will enable us to deal with the unkind things that people say from time to time. This doesn"t mean that every sin should be ignored (Matthew ). But it reminds us that concerning people in the world, we can"t stop people from sinning and neither can we correct all wrongs and realistically demand a retraction or apology for everything wrongly said about us.

Verse 23
"I tested all this with wisdom, and I said, "I will be wise", but it was far from me."
The word "tested" implies careful investigation. Solomon had a strong desire and resolve to truly be a wise man. And yet, apart from divine revelation, Solomon found that human wisdom fails to find the ultimate answers. This verse could be written on the tomb of every philosopher who has ever lived. "The honest admission of failure to find wisdom (apart from God)-of watching it in fact recede with every step one takes, discovering that none of our soundings ever gets to the bottom of things" (Kidner p. 71). The book repeatedly notes that Solomon had attempted to test everything with the best human wisdom available (,17; 2:3,9,12). We really need to appreciate what we have in the Bible, so many riddles that would be forever beyond the grasp of man, are revealed within its passages (1 Cor. 2:9). Truths and realities that man would have never discovered on his own. So many simple passages that we take for granted, reveal a reality that we could never penetrate on our own (i.e. Genesis 1:1).

Verse 24
"What has been is remote and exceedingly mysterious. Who can discover it?"
Not only is man incapable of penetrating many of the secrets of the distant past (look how far off track some scientists are in reference to how the universe really began!), but man, even with the best human wisdom available can"t even penetrate why bad things happened today. The reality below all changing phenomena is beyond the reach of man (). Of course the answer to the above question is that God knows. Solomon just wasn"t interested in the what of existence, he desired to know the why.

Verse 25
"I directed my mind to know, to investigate, and to seek wisdom and an explanation, and to know the evil of folly and the foolishness of madness."
This verse reveals the earnestness and eagerness at which Solomon approached this quest. He didn"t merely dabble or speculate, he wasn"t a weekend philosopher. Solomon wanted to see the whole picture, to find the total account of things. Now there are some things that he did find, but we might not be thrilled at his findings!

Verse 26
"And I discovered more bitter than death the woman whose heart is snares and nets, whose hands are chains. One who is pleasing to God will escape from her, but the sinner will be captured by her."
Solomon isn"t anti-woman, and neither did he find every woman to be like this, lest we forget what was revealed through him in chapter and Proverbs 31:10ff and 12:4 "And excellent wife is the crown of her husband". 

Points To Note:

1 The righteous man avoids such a woman in that he doesn"t date or marry her! Like Joseph, a righteous man refuses to sacrifice his soul for a relationship with her (Genesis ). 2. And Solomon knew what he was talking about, for he had 700 wives and 300 concubines (1 Kings 11:3). 3. There is a type of woman (and men also exist like this) whose heart is snares and nets (full of tricks), i.e. a manipulator, one who destroys the souls of others. Whose hands are chains, i.e. who develops such a hold and influence upon one that it is hard to escape, who influences you to do evil (like Jezebel did to Ahab-1 Kings 21:25). Some of Solomon"s wives had influenced him to go in idolatry (1 Kings 11:1-8). 4. Such still happens! Now and then some young man, even a professed Christian, will give up everything, God, family ties, friendships with Christians, to order to hold on to an enticing woman. Be forewarned, when a woman or man wants you to compromise your relationship with God and personal morally, a future with them will be a bitter experience. Better to die right now then endure a marriage with such a person. It is tempting to think that at this point God is revealing to us that finally Solomon did escape from the evil influence of his idolatrous wives. 

Verse 27
"Behold, I have discovered this," says the Preacher, "adding one thing to another to find an explanation,"

Solomon was a very detailed and logical thinker. He weighed one point against another point, and gradually built one fact or observation upon another. "To find the net result, find out the account, to strike the balance-we have here an indication of the thoroughness with which Solomon went to work on his various problems" (Leupold p. 176). 

Verse 28
"which I am still seeking but have not found. I have found one man among a thousand, but I have not found a woman among all these."
Points To Note:

1 Since Solomon only found one righteous or wise man among a 1000 that he could trust, and found one less woman, his conclusion isn"t that women are inferior to men, but rather, wise, godly people among both sexes are scarce! 2. This also is revealing about the type of women Solomon had married when he was younger. And yet, on a wider search, Solomon did find some godly men and women (Book of Proverbs). 3. Solomon didn"t find that most people are basically honest and sincere. In fact, Solomon found the same thing that Jesus will later note, i.e. few are willing to serve God (Matthew ). 

Verse 29
"Behold, I have found only this, that God made men upright, but they have sought out many devices."
"God made men upright"-i.e. morally good, God created men and women in His own image (Genesis ). God has given to every one the ability to recognize divine law as truth. This explains why Solomon found only one righteous man in a thousand. The failure wasn"t due to how God created people, rather, God created mankind upright. Note the verse isn"t saying that people are born inherently depraved, rather, after being born, after a period of childhood innocence, most people depart from God and search out excuses for not serving God, etc… The failure is on the part of man. The word "sought out" indicates eagerness, and "many devices" points to the countless ways in which people pervert their God given abilities and turn wholesome things into instruments for evil. 

Points To Note:

1. Once again at the close of a chapter we stand completely unable to contradict anything that Solomon says. The world, the society which surrounds us only emphasizes the truthfulness of verses like the above. See Romans . 2. These devices include how mankind clouds moral issues, refuses to walk on the narrow path, challenges the Biblical view, yea, challenges the very existence of God or the truthfulness of the Biblical record. 3. Now, which path are you on? Are you trying to serve God or have you simply joined the masses? Are you interested in the truth? Or, are you simply looking for the nearest feeble human excuse which will enable you to sin and still have a good conscience?

08 Chapter 8 

Verse 1
"Who is like the wise man and who knows the interpretation of a matter? A man"s wisdom illumines him and causes his stern face to beam".

"Who is like the wise man"-"Who is equal to him" (Keil/Del., p. 336), "Who really is a wise man" (Rhm); "Who is as the wise?" (YLT). "The chapter begins with a question and a statement that magnify the value of wisdom (1) and closes with an acknowledge of wisdom"s limitations (17). Wisdom enables a wise man to avoid the king"s wrath (2-9), but not even a wise man can figure out the enigmas in God"s distribution of justice (10-17)" (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 996).

"knows the interpretation of a matter?"-knows the true and clear meaning of things, "to understand things, to be able to analyze them and interpret them" (Tay). "The wise man knows how to explain difficult things, to unfold mysterious things; in short, he understands how to go to the foundation of things" (Keil/Del. p. 336). 

"A man"s wisdom illumines him and causes his stern face to beam"-"When a man finds wisdom, his face lights up" (TWOT p. 26); "So the insight which wisdom affords a man makes his face to glow with inner joy and satisfaction" (Leupold p. 182).

Points To Note:

1 Wisdom, esp. godly wisdom (James ), removes the harshness, ignorance, prejudice, frustration, pessimism, and rudeness which is so often caused by sin. "the word translated "boldness" (KJV), "stern face" (NASV), is best taken of the coarseness and impudence engendered by ignorance and want of culture" (P.P. Comm. p. 199). 2. Wisdom enables one to act graciously and avoid foolish and brash behavior which gets so many people into trouble (Proverbs 14:35). 3. Happiness generally results when one is working smarter instead of harder.

Verse 2
"I say, "Keep the command of the king because of the oath before God"". 

"Obey the king, for you swore him loyalty before God" (Mof). For such oaths, see (2 Kings ; Deut. 17:15; 1 Samuel 26:11,16). The New Testament teaches the same principle, that loyalty to God is linked with loyalty to human leaders and the laws of the land (Matt. 22:21; Romans 13:1-7; 1 Peter 2:13-17). The Bible also notes that we are free to resist those in authority when they command us to do something which would violate the will of God (Acts 5:29).

Verse 3
""Do not be in a hurry to leave him. Do not join in an evil matter, for he will do whatever he pleases.""
"in a hurry to leave him"-Which would include the need for proper decorum and respect while in his presence. But the phrase here seems to include more than merely rushing out of his presence or leaving before one is properly excused. The context of the verse seems to include the idea of deserting or quitting. "Rebel not rashly against him" (Mof).

"Do not join in an evil matter"-"Do not be stubborn when the cause is not a good one" (Kidner p. 75); "Do not stand firm in a bad cause" (AAT).

Point To Note:

These words are greatly needed to every generation, for it always seems that even among professed believers there is an element that resents every form of human authority. People who just can"t wait to ridicule those in power, or look for an excuse to rebel. Christians need to be very careful about the instances of civil disobedience or rebellion which they endorse. The inference seems to be that legitimate occasions to defy the governing authorities in the land are few and far between. The wise man will never rashly support any movement. And wise men will also correct themselves when they realize that they are supporting an evil cause.

"he will do whatever he pleases"-Not that kings are given a divine right to sin, but the king will inflict whatever punishment he wishes on the evil-doer (Proverbs ; Romans 13:4; 1 Peter 2:14).

Verse 4
"Since the word of the king is authoritative, who will say to him, "What are you doing?""
Of course this passage isn"t teaching that the king can do anything he wants with God"s approval. Rather, this statement is made in light of disobedient citizens and their appointed punishment. The king can back up what he says by force. "The wise man thus….. does not waste his influence on a lost cause" (Garrett p. 327). "Many passages in the Old Testament witness to the limits which loyalty to God must set on courtly tack and submissiveness; one has only to think of the outspoken prophets and, among the wise, of the indomitable Daniel and his companions. If such examples shame us out of conformism, the present verses keep the balance true by teaching due respect for government" (Kidner p. 75).

Verse 5
"He who keeps a royal command experiences no trouble, for a wise heart knows the proper time and procedure."
"keeps a royal command"-It is generally true that people who keep the laws of the land are not in trouble. The same general truth is taught in (Romans ; 1 Peter 2:14; 4:15). "And who is there to harm you if you prove zealous for what is good?" (1 Peter 3:13).

"wise heart knows"-"the right time and method for action" (NEB). The wise man is patient and does not hastily rise up in rebellion, but knows that there will be a time when oppression will end and a judgment for the oppressors (). Such knowledge enables the wise man to deal with the injustices he sees about him (4:1). See 2 Peter 3:9-10; James 5:7.

Verse 6
"For there is a proper time and procedure for every delight, when a man"s trouble is heavy upon him".

"proper time and procedure"-(Ecc. ) "the wise man learns to recognize the truth and the moment of truth which may be seized or missed in any venture" (Kidner p. 76). "Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the opportunity" (Colossians 4:5).

"delight"-every thing or every purpose. "Pursuit, ardor, affair, matter" (Gesenius p. 296).

"a man"s trouble is heavy upon him"-"He maintains his patience, moreover, in spite of the moral burdens he carries that might otherwise cause him to act impetuously" (Garrett p. 327). The trouble under consideration here might be when the wise man is afflicted by unjust and evil rulers and must patiently wait for the season which will bring God"s judgment. In addition, suffering doesn"t give any man the right to act sinfully or rashly. Even when we are oppressed, there is a proper time for action and there is a proper way in which to respond.

Verse 7
"If no one knows what will happen, who can tell him when it will happen?"
Points To Note:

1 Once again we are confronted with the point that no human being can predict the future, or even the timing of events that we know the future holds. 2. This is one more reason why we need God and His wisdom, because this life is so unpredictable. 3. In addition, the sinner never knows actually when God"s judgment will come upon him or her (Proverbs ; 28:1; 1 Thess. 5:2-3; Luke 12:20-21). "the evil man"s suffering is compounded because he knows neither when he will be punished nor what will be his punishment" (Kidwell p. 204).

Verse 8
"No man has authority to restrain the wind with the wind, or authority over the day of death; and there is no discharge in the time of war, and evil will not deliver those who practice it."
"authority to restrain the wind"-"wind" here is translated "spirit" in the KJV. If we take the word here to mean spirit, then the verse is teaching that no one has power to retain the soul when God calls for it (; Hebrews 9:28). The wind is uncontrollable (Prov. 27:16). The thought could be seeing that it is obvious that no man can restrain the wind, how much more is man helpless to hold his own soul captive. No amount of human cunning can prevent or cheat death. If this statement is talking about death, then here it is being asserted that no man can avoid death.

"or authority over the day of death"-not only is man incapable of avoiding death, man is also powerless to determine the day that he will die. Generally, for most people, the day of death is completely unexpected. Hence we see the folly of trying to "time" when we should repent, or try to squeeze as such sin in before it is too late to repent. "the day of his death he cannot determine" (Know). This verse also infers that suicide is the height of human arrogance, and exercising a decision that belongs exclusively to God. Here is also one more reason why worry and anxiety are so fruitless. Worrying about our health won"t prolong our lives (Matthew ). If anything, anxiety will shorten our life.

"no discharge in the time of war"-Human beings are not only helpless in face of death, but also they stand helpless before many purely physical situations. Once the battle begins, we can"t merely opt out or refuse to participate any longer. Like death, war is something that once it starts you are "locked in" until the war is over. There is a great lesson here for all political and military leaders and every citizen. Getting into a war is easy, getting out is another thing. In some way or another the entire nation is going to feel the impact of any war. We are fooling ourselves if we think that war can be sanitized, in our day of technology we somehow think that we can conduct a neat and clean war, a war in which nobody on our side gets hurt.

"evil will not deliver those who practice it"-"Unfaithfulness strikes its own master" (Keil/Del p. 344) (Proverbs ; 13:6). People often sin and compromise for they feel that such will deliver them from trouble. This is basically one of the assumptions behind situation ethics. That in certain tough situations, practices which the Bible labels as sin, actually can help us stay out of trouble. "The wicked could raise the question: "Deliver from what?" The inference is strong regarding the necessity of escape. One will reap what he sows" (Kidwell p. 208). Sin not only fails to deliver, but is also condemns!

Verse 9
"All this I have seen and applied my mind to every deed that has been done under the sun wherein a man has exercised authority over another man to his hurt".

Solomon isn"t presenting a theory, rather he is speaking from personal experience and observation. Once again we see that Solomon had given whole-hearted attention to the problems associated with life under the sun. 

"to his hurt"-Nobody wins when one man is oppressing another or others. The oppressed suffer and the oppressor stores up for themselves divine judgment. "the wisdom of patient fidelity to duty, the perniciousness of revolutionary selfishness, and the suddenness which with the judgment comes, he has seen with his own eyes, at the time when man ruled over man" (Keil/Del. p. 345).

Verse 10
"So then, I have seen the wicked buried, those who used to go in and out from the holy place, and they are soon forgotten in the city where they did thus. This too is vanity."
"the wicked"-in the context this would include wicked people who oppress others, i.e. tyrants, corrupt governmental officials, those who are ruthless in business, in the courts, despots and dictators.

"from the holy place"-it appears that this verse is only talking about one group of people. Wicked people who pretended to be righteous, wicked people who frequented the temple and went through all the various worship practices.

"they are soon forgotten in the city where they did thus"-The American Standard translators believed that two groups of people are in this verse. The wicked who receive a splendid burial, and the righteous who are quickly forgotten. The King James and New American Standard translators believed that only one group is under consideration in this verse, i.e. the wicked. What is forgotten about the wicked is their former wickedness! "From the standpoint of the righteous, one of the most perplexing problems is to observe the wicked go to their graves praised by the society whom they have maligned without any apparent retributive action to make the record straight" (Kidwell p. 212)

Points To Note:

1 This verse informs us that secular history isn"t infallible. At times history has mistakenly labeled the wicked as righteous and visa versa. 2. "This shows that popular moral judgments can be totally astray, swayed by the evidence of success or failure, and construing heaven"s patience as its approval. The dictator or corrupt tycoon may have bent the rules, it will be said; but after all, they got things done, they had flair, they lived in style" (Kidner p. 77). In our own culture we have idolized a good number of people who were very sinful. "And so I have seen wicked men carried to the tomb and praised from the holy place and lauded in the city where they had acted thus" (AAT). 3. "In spite of a notorious reputation, the wicked achieve prosperity and come to an end that is at least officially honorable. The fact that they achieved such success in life in spite of and indeed because of their oppression of others encourages people to follow in their path" (Garrett p. 329). 4. Note that the wicked had access to the holy place. Apparently, the Jewish priests weren"t rebuking such individuals for their hypocrisy. But to this day we see religious leaders who give their support and endorsement to famous and powerful individuals who are very immoral. 5. This passage should make us realize that we should put very little confidence in any "poll". Neither should we be shocked that powerful people can do terrible things, and yet still have high approval ratings with the masses. 6. When was the last time you saw anyone buried in disgrace? How many corrupt politicians, ruthless tycoons, and immoral Hollywood actors or actresses are buried with full honors? 

Verse 11
"Because the sentence against an evil deed is not executed quickly, therefore the hearts of the sons of men among them are given fully to do evil."
"is not executed quickly"-Many people abuse God"s mercy, kindness and long suffering (2 Peter ; 1 Peter 3:20). Even in the O.T., God did not immediately punish the sinner, even the flagrant sinner (Acts 14:15-17; 17:30-31). Sudden retribution was the exception (Lev. 10:1-2; Numbers 12:10; 2 Samuel 6:6-7; Acts 12:22-23).

"given fully to do evil"-"Since men do not pay immediately for breaking God"s laws, they are deceived into believing that such evil behavior need never be punished. They feel secure in their present state, "no evil will befall me", many misinterpret God"s mercy and conclude that pay day for them will never come" (Kidwell p. 213). 

Points To Note:

1 Our society questions whether or not punishment is a deterrent to evil behavior. God says that it is! 2. What this also means is that the only way that many people will ever learn, change, or grow up, is by means of some discipline or hardship. When someone gets into trouble, we need to let that person suffer, for a valuable lesson is being taught. 3. This should also teach us a lesson concerning parenting and church discipline. A lack of discipline and sound standards in the home and church will only lead to carelessness, slackness and sin (Matthew ; 1 Cor. 5:1ff; Ephesians 6:4). 4. This verse also informs us that some people will never change until they face the full physical consequences of their actions. "the lack of a quick and clear punishment is enough to encourage wicked people to foster new evil plans" (Longman p. 219). 5. This verse also seems to imply that the selfish person can"t be pampered into repenting, or hugged into obedience. 

Verse 12
"Although a sinner does evil a hundred times and may lengthen his life, still I know that it will be well for those who fear God, who fear Him openly."
"and may lengthen his life"-"may sin repeatedly and thrive" (Mof); "He goes unchecked in his evil rampage" (Kidwell p. 214). Here is a man who boldly pursues a habitual course of evil and does so without check or punishment. In addition, to saying his own skin, his sin might cause him to financially prosper and thrive! Sadly, the world often looks at the life of such a sinner and concludes that serving God is vain, impractical and a hindrance to getting ahead (Psalm 73). 

"still I know"-Note the conviction of Solomon. He doesn"t say, "I hope or I think", rather, faith is absolute confidence in what God has said.

"it will be well for those who fear God, who fear him openly"-to fear God openly means that what you are publicly is what you are privately. "Implying that they are, in fact and life, what they profess to be" (P.P. Comm. p. 203). Those who fear God and who aren"t embarrassed to share their faith with others (Romans ). 

Point To Note:

Faith isn"t shaken by "appearances" and what "seems" like an injustice. Even though some very evil men survive and thrive precisely because of the evil they are doing, the man of faith isn"t shaken by the temporary prosperity of the wicked. The man of faith realizes that even if such a man lives for 100 years, his prosperity is still very temporary and short-lived, compared to eternity. Neither is the man of faith shaken, when he isn"t physically rewarded here for his faithfulness (Romans ; 1 Peter 1:4).

Verse 13
"But it will not be well for the evil man and he will not lengthen his days like a shadow, because he does not fear God."
"He will not lengthen his days"-"The image of the shadow is appropriate here because as the day ends the shadows gradually lengthen. Thus, the lives of the wicked will not grow longer as they approach the end of their days" (Longman p. 220). Solomon seems to present a paradox about the wicked---for in the same breath he tells of the villain both prolonging and failing to prolong his life (12-13). Solomon might be saying a couple of things: 1. While the wicked man lives long, he fails to really enjoy the life that he has. 2. The wicked often "seem" to be invincible, but often they unexpectedly and quickly come to an end. 3. When it is time for them to die, they can"t prolong their life any longer. 4. They might physically prosper due to their sins, but they don"t have eternal life (Luke ff). 5. While the evil man might gain temporary and very limited benefits, he has forfeited true and everlasting life. He has traded an eternity of happiness for a few years of sin. He may have gained a few more days or possessions on this earth, but he forfeited everlasting riches. Hence, he really didn"t gain anything.

Verse 14
"There is futility which is done on the earth, that is, there are righteous men to whom it happens according to the deeds of the wicked. On the other hand, there are evil men to whom it happens according to the deeds of the righteous. I say that this too is futility."
"futility which is done on the earth"-"Another kind of frustration, too, earth sees" (Knox). "on the earth"-i.e. from a purely earthly point of view. Here again we see the frustration of a life which doesn"t include God! In this life there is no certainty that morality will pay any earthly dividends. There are righteous people who suffer (Lazarus, Job, John the Baptist, the prophets, Jesus, etc..). And there are evil men who abundantly prosper. "for there is no sure way of knowing when---let alone why life will rain down on us the next blow or the next windfall" (Kidner p. 78). Thus, without God, without heavenly realities, moral effort is futile. Here is God"s answer to the person who doesn"t believe in God or who doesn"t serve Him, but who thinks that being moral is advantageous in this life anyway. Here is the folly of a morality divorced from spirituality. The type of person who thinks that living right is beneficial even though they have no intentions of every making a commitment to God. The world is filled with people in this category. People who think that godliness simply exists for physical gain. Such people are only setting themselves up for a huge disappoint----here and in the life to come.

God allows this life to be unpredictable: 1. Because man has a freewill, and we often suffer because of the wrong choices exercised by others. 2. So that people don"t merely serve God for the physical benefits, which all too many people are prone to do (John ).

Verse 15
"So I commend pleasure, for there is nothing good for a man under the sun except to eat and to drink and to be merry, and this will stand by him in his toils throughout the days of his life which God has given him under the sun."
"I commend pleasure"-i.e. enjoyment. Obviously Solomon isn"t commending a life of sinful pleasure, for he has already noted that it won"t be well for the sinner (). In addition, this is the type of pleasure, enjoyment, feasting, drinking and happiness, which is in harmony with a life lived for God, "the days of his life which God has given him". Compare with 2:24; 3:12,22; 5:18 and 1 Kings 4:20. "this is not Epicurean hedonism based on despair but is a note of submission. Man cannot control or predict adversity or prosperity; however each day"s joys should be received as gifts from God"s hand and be savored as God permits (3:13; 5:19)" (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 997). It is sad that many of us are so influenced by the world"s thinking that we cannot look at the phrase "drink and to be merry" without thinking of the type of drinking or the type of drink that results in intoxication. It is sad that many people in the world believe that "merry" can"t be experienced when one is sober.

"and this will stand by him in his toils"-This life will be filled with toils, hard work, troubles and trials, the best a man can do is have with him through it all an appreciation for what he does have-a cheerful and optimistic outlook. "and to keep this up as he goes toiling through the life God gives him" (Mof).

Point To Note:

Far from being a bleak and miserable existence, the life of the believer is to be optimistic and cheerful. In view of our eternal reward, we can make the best of our temporary hardships, and then God advises us to make the most of the good times, to relish and really enjoy the physical blessings which come our way. We should enjoy and appreciate good food, festive occasions, times of celebration and rejoicing. These are not moments to be squandered. In other words, God is saying, "Life is too short to spend all your time at the office". (Philippians ).

Verse 16
"When I gave my heart to know wisdom and to see the task which has been done on the earth (even though one should never sleep day or night),"
Solomon"s task was two fold: 1. To know what is and what isn"t wisdom, "to gain the knowledge of that which is wisdom, and which is to be regarded as wisdom, solid knowledge regarding the essence, causes….of things" (Keil/Del. p. 352). 2. And to use such wisdom to understand the affairs of this life.

"even though one should never sleep"-Such a task demanded all of Solomon"s time, he was forced to burn the midnight oil. 

Verse 17
"and I saw every work of God, I concluded that man cannot discover the work which has been done under the sun. Even though man should seek laboriously, he will not discover; and though the wise man should say, "I know", he cannot discover".

"man cannot discover"-Unaided by Divine revelation, man is completely unable to predict the future, solve all the problems of this life, or see exactly how God has accomplished His purposes in the past, or how He is accomplishing His purposes in the present…(Jeremiah ; Deut. 29:29; Romans 11:33 "How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!" ). This is true, regardless of how much time and effort people put into trying to discover "the secret" of having this life all figured out. "I found that man is unable to grasp the truth of all that God is doing in this world" (Mof). Solomon had tried his best, and apart of Divine revelation, when and where God had not aid him, he had failed. 

"though the wise man should say"-Which means that every human philosopher has never found the answer. "The world"s long history of philosophies, each one in turn exposing the omissions of its predecessors, makes it all too clear" (Kidner p. 79). Here is how the obituary reads for all human philosophies (1 Corinthians ).

Points To Note:

1. It is God"s work that baffles us, hence life isn"t a tale told by an idiot. "Yet what if it is told to an idiot?" (Kidner p. 79). 2. This verse helps us to properly evaluate every new self-help book or every new theory, esp., those concerning what is the key to happiness, what will make a marriage work and how to raise children. 3. With the Bible we see what is correct about the latest fad and what is wrong. And with the Bible we are always ahead of secular thinkers, denominational and unsound thinkers (Psalm ). With the Bible I don"t have to wait for another man to discover the truth for my generation or me. 4. Nothing has changed, to this day popular writers claim that they have found or discovered earth-shaking truths that will change all our lives forever, and they parade their latest book or ideas on the talk show circuit. "Although as earth-dwellers we see God"s work in tantalizing flashes, the very fact that we can ask about the whole design and long to see it, is evidence that we are not entirely prisoners of our world (also evidence that we are created in the image of God). In more promising words, it is evidence of not only how but for Whom we have been made" (Kidner p. 79).

09 Chapter 9 

Verse 1
"For I have taken all this to my heart and explain it that righteous men, wise men, and their deeds are in the hand of God. Man does not know whether it will be love or hatred; anything awaits him."
"For I have taken all this"-Both to what has been said and to what is coming.

"to my heart and explain it"-"I gave my heart that I might clear up all this" (Sprl); "All this I kept in mind and recognized" (NAB); to explore, search out. "The fact that man does not know what the (earthly) future holds is of grave importance to Solomon, and he gives himself completely to explain it" (Kidwell p. 225). 

"their deeds are in the hand of God"-their works, achievements and activities. The "hand of God" means the power and providential working of God (Job ; Acts 17:28). Solomon"s point seems to be that while man has freewill, as previous noted, righteous and wise men in this life are not always rewarded according to their deeds. Even the righteous or wise men doesn"t know if good or harm awaits him in this life. This verse also infers, "No one by even righteous deeds can gain control over God and coerce blessing from him….One must acknowledge that all is in God"s hands" (Garrett p. 330).

"whether it will be love or hatred; anything awaits him"-The only certainty concerning our earthly future, is that anything could await us. The love and hatred in this verse could be human/earthly love and hated or Divine love and hatred. This is even true of the righteous man. We must not, like the friends of Job, assume that a man is a great sinner because calamity falls upon him (Job ). Nor, should we ever assume that a person is right with God, because they are being blessed by outward prosperity (Luke 12:15-21; 16:19-20). 

Points To Note:

1 Some have viewed the love and hatred in this verse as being Divine love or hatred. According to Psalms and Romans 1:20, man can see from simply beholding the creation that a powerful Creator exists. But without the Scriptures, even the moral or wise man cannot tell if God is angry or pleased with their life. "From the manner in which things happen in this life a man cannot tell whether God"s attitude toward him is one of love or hatred" (Leupold p. 207). Kidner notes, "We have only to use our eyes without prejudice, according to Psalm 19 and Romans 1:19ff., to see that there is a powerful and glorious Creator. But it takes more than observation to discover how He is disposed towards us. Whether we take the words love or hate here to be a biblical way of saying "acceptance or rejection", or to have their simple, primary sense, we shall have, either way, only an uncertain answer about the Creator"s character from the world we live in, with its mixture of delight and terror, beauty and replusiveness" (p. 80). 2. We need to realize, that without the Scriptures, we don"t even know if God wants us saved! Listen to the following: 

"Who can tell us whether this awful and mysterious silence, in which the Infinite One has wrapped himself, portends mercy or wrath? Who can say to the troubled conscience, whether He, whose laws in nature are inflexible and remorseless, will pardon sin? Who can answer the anxious inquiry whether the dying live on or whether they cease to be? Is there a future state? And if so, what is the nature of that untried condition of being? If there be immortal happiness how can I attain it? If there be an everlasting woe, how can it be escaped? Let the reader close his Bible and ask himself seriously what he knows about these momentous questions apart from its teachings….He knows nothing, he can know nothing about it, except by direct revelation from heaven" 

Verse 2
"It is the same for all. There is one fate for the righteous and for the wicked; for the good, for the clean, and for the unclean; for the man who offers a sacrifice and for the one who does not sacrifice. As the good man is, so is the sinner; as the swearer is, so is the one who is afraid to swear".

"It is the same for all. There is one fate for…."-The one fate that comes to all, regardless of their conduct or character is death (; 3:19; 9:3). In addition, in the context good and harm also come to all men. All people of every kind meet with circumstances of every sort. Speaking generally, there is no discrimination, in the distribution of evil and good. Sun and shade, calm and storm, fruit and unfruitful seasons, joy and sorrow-come to all classes alike. "No one escapes. Both good and bad experience the same variations, and that no man knows what the future holds and all men are caught up in the interplay of life"s struggles" (Kidwell p. 226). 

Point To Note:

Here is the vanity and futility of the person who is trying to avoid difficulty and hardship at all cost. Even people who are willing to morally compromise, sacrifice their integrity, and sacrifice other people for their own comfort-will suffer in this life! No lifestyle is void of suffering and hardship. Being a Christian might not always be easy, but neither it is really any easier to live the life of the non-Christian.

Verse 3
"This is an evil in all that is done under the sun, that there is one fate for all men. Furthermore, the hearts of the sons of men are full of evil, and insanity is in their hearts throughout their lives. Afterwards they go to the dead."
"This is an evil"-This certainly looks bad to those under the sun, especially it looks unfair to the righteous, who often suffer as much or at times more in this life than the selfish and evil man. In addition, this moral outrage against the injustices of life, also reveals something about the nature of man. Our moral nature is another indication that we were created in the image of God.

"the hearts of the sons of men are full of evil"-Their hearts are not full of evil from birth or conception (1 Cor. ; Matthew 18:3). Rather, in light of the fact that this physical life doesn"t always reward or punish people on the basis of their behavior, many people become bold and confident in sinning when it appears that God doesn"t punish the wicked. How many people at times will say, "They got away with it!" How many sinners are only emboldened to sin more when it appears that selfishness is rewarded and that righteousness often complicates life? (Psalm 73; Romans 2:1-5). Instead of reckoning with the meaning and reality of death, most people fill their lives with the distractions of a thousand passions and squander what little time they have.

"and insanity is in their hearts"-In the context, it looks like the insanity under consideration is the foolishness of living as if one isn"t going to die. Most people, are very irrational when it comes reality. Instead of using their time to repent and serve God, they squander it on meaningless and temporary projects, or even worse, they sin all the more. In view of our temporary nature, in view of the fact that we are going to die, to remain in sin is an act of insanity! It is pure foolishness to think that God won"t punish you for sins which you haven"t forsaken. Jesus called the man who was unprepared to meet God in judgment, a "fool" (Luke ).

"Afterwards they go to the dead"-"Having lived a life that is blinded by delusion, man has only one tragic outcome to report, and that is: "After that-to the dead!"" (Leupold p. 210). After they sin up a storm, claim that they will live forever, argue that God doesn"t exist or that a merciful God won"t punish anyone, after all of that-they die.

The Finality Of Death

The emphasis in this section is simply on the fact that life affords opportunities which the dead cannot experience. Death terminates all activity under the sun. "People may not live as if they are going to die, but they are going to die just the same. The only person who still has hope (the hope to change) is the person who is alive" (Posey p. 58).

Verse 4
"For whoever is joined with the living, there is hope; surely a live dog is better than a dead lion."
"whoever is joined with the living"-i.e. anyone still alive

"there is hope"-If there is no God, then the living doesn"t have any hope! The word hope here infers an afterlife that is determined by the type of life that one lives in this life (2 Corinthians ; Ecc. 12:14). As long as there is life, man can change his eternal destiny, but once death happens his or her fate is fixed forever (Luke 16:19-31; Hebrews 9:28).

"a live dog is better than a dead lion"-The dogs in Palestine weren"t pets, rather they were wild, roamed in packs, lived off the garbage and the bodies of dead animals and humans, and were viewed as miserable creatures. On the other hand, the lion is a symbol of majestic power and royalty. In the animal kingdom, the contrast here is between the king of beasts and the bottom of the barrel. The meaning is, the most lowly person who still possess life is better off than the most exalted man who had already gone to the grave (and wasn"t prepared to meet God). Better poor, alive and with time to change than rich, dead and lost. 

Verse 5
"For the living know they will die; but the dead do not know anything, nor have they any longer a reward, for their memory is forgotten."
"know they will die"-and hence can make preparations so they die in a right relationship with God. 

Point To Note:

We foolishly tend to envy the wrong people. If you are alive then you have something more valuable than the wealthiest people in past generations. In fact, you have something that if they could they would trade everything they owned and accomplished for one thing that you have, i.e. time, the time to change, the time to repent. 

"but the dead do not know anything"-Jehovah Witnesses and others argue that this verse is teaching that the dead cease to exist or are unconscious. But such an interpretation seriously backfires. If the knowledge in this verse applies to knowledge in the afterlife, then so does the "reward" in the next statement! To argue that the dead are unconscious or cease to exist, is to argue that none of the dead (including the righteous) will be rewarded! Obviously, Solomon is talking about "knowledge" and "rewards" in this life (). The memory of the dead is not forgotten by God, but their memory is forgotten in this life (9:5).

Point To Note:

The point being made is that death completely cuts a person off from this life. Even though the dead "remember" events in this life (Luke ), this verse seems to suggest that while they remember the past or the life they lived, they are completely unaware of what is happening in the present or since they died. 

"nor have they any longer a reward"-that is, earthly rewards. The end of all earthly wages and benefits.

"for their memory is forgotten"-Not by God, but by their fellow man. Compare with . "Because all memory of them is lost" (NAB). So much for pinning all our hopes on posterity, memorials, or some foundation that will bear our name.

Verse 6
"Indeed their love, their hate, and their zeal have already perished, and they will no longer have a share in all that is done under the sun."
"love, hate, zeal"-"They no longer share in the knowledge, love, hatred, or events upon the earth" (Kidwell p. 228). Their ability to manifest love, hatred or zeal towards others in this life is completely gone. This is one more verse that suggests that the dead stay dead and the dead cannot in any way contact, help, assist or hinder the living. One of the good things about death, is that death does check the sinner. Death does put an end to the suffering that some people seem determine to inflict upon others.

"no longer have a share in"-Death completely cuts you off from this life. This verse agrees with the truths found in Luke . It also seriously contradicts the idea of ghosts, both good and bad. Or, the ability for the dead to contact us or for us to contact them. "they have no part in anything here on earth any more" (Tay). 

Verse 7
"Go then, eat your bread in happiness, and drink your wine with a cheerful heart; for God has already approved your works."
"eat your bread in happiness"-Far from being depressed or discouraged by the previous facts, Solomon exhorts the living to make the most of the wholesome pleasures of this life. "Go then"-Go to it then. "It is a summons to be up and doing and is directed against the tendency to brood and to ponder over problems" (Leupold p. 213). 

"wine"-doesn"t mean go out and get drunk. Even denominational sources, such as the Theological Workbook Of The Old Testament, notes: "All the wine was light wine, i.e. not fortified with extra alcohol. Concentrated alcohol was only known in the Middle Ages when the Arabs invented distillation ("alcohol" is an Arabic word), so what is now called liquor or strong drink and the twenty per cent fortified wines were unknown in Bible times….To avoid drunkenness, mingling wine with water was practiced" (p. 376). In addition, many writers note that the Hebrew word translated "wine" (yayin), simply can refer to all stages of the juice of the grape. It can describe simple grape juice, or a thickened syrup, etc…It is a generic term, which depending on the context can mean either fermented or unfermented drink. In this verse it appears that wine simply means "drink", for obviously, "bread" applies to all things that a person might eat.

"with a cheerful heart"-Compare with ; 3:12-13,22; 5:18; 8:15 and 1 Timothy 4:3-4 "which God has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the truth".

Point To Note:

Note that the righteous man has been delivered from so many of the worries which plague other people. How many people are so worried about their health, so determined to live long, that they can"t enjoy the simple pleasures of today. How many people can"t even enjoy a good meal, because they are trying to analyze everything to death? Isn"t it ironic that a world bent on ignoring God and doing whatever it wants to do, has forfeited the ability to enjoy the simple and wholesome pleasures of each day? God doesn"t want the godly to be eating their meal in terror or dread. Notice how being a Christian helps you to be relaxed!

"for God has already approved your works"-hence the promise of this verse and the following, only applies to the righteous. God is telling the righteous man or woman, "I know that good and harm happen to all, and I know that from outward appearances, there are typically no clear outward signs of Divine approval or disapproval, but rest assured righteous man, long ago God has accepted your course of conduct, so persevere in that course and joyfully use what God has given you.

Verse 8
"Let your clothes be white all the time, and let not oil be lacking on your head."
Points To Note:

1 But how many professed Christians are consumed by worry and anxiety? How many professed Christians really do not enjoy their faith? How many of us worry about our salvation, fret and dread death or have a very negative view of life? 2. Far from acting like the Amish or some ascetic group, God exhorts the righteous to enjoy their meals, enjoy their prosperity, refresh themselves with oil and wear white garments, which in Palestine would symbolize purity, festivity, and would reflect rather than absorb the heat. 3. Note, God believes that your personal appearance is reflecting the condition of your heart and mind. If you are nicely dressed, then you are feeling good and confident. Clothing and personal grooming does reflect what is going on inside a man or woman. "The white garments are in contrast to the black robes of mourning, and thus are an expression of festal joy, of a happy mood" (Keil/Del. p. 363). 4. It is really inexcusable for faithful Christians to be cynical or depressed. God has accepted your works! What greater motivation could you have for enjoying life? 5. This leads me to conclude that depression, lack of motivation for the Christian is either a physical problem (something is physically wrong in your body) or it is due to the fact that you have a spiritual problem. In the East, one of the comforts of life was perfumed oil, which made the skin sweet-smelling and soft. Carefully note, being happy isn"t a sin!

Verse 9
"Enjoy life with the woman whom you love all the days of your fleeting life which He has given to you under the sun; for this is your reward in life, and in your toil in which you have labored under the sun."
"Enjoy life with the woman whom you love"-Clearly this woman is your wife, for such love lasts a lifetime, "you love all the days of your fleeting life". Note, the Hebrew word translated here "woman" can equally be translated "wife" (ASV). While Solomon had many wives (1 Kings ), here and other places he uses the singular, "wife" (Proverbs 5:18; 18:22; 19:14). As if God is informing the reader that all the enjoyment that a man could ever want, can be found in having simply one wife. Solomon really didn"t find any greater or lasting happiness in having many wives compared to the man who had one. Also note, ancient men and women did fall in love! And it is possible for a man and a woman to remain in love!

"all the days of your fleeting life"-Note that God exhorts such enjoyment throughout all the days of your marriage. God doesn"t feel that love has to die with time. Once again we are reminded that our life is fleeting and it will pass by oh so quickly. "throughout the time of thy quickly passing life…in order to emphasize the transitoriness of the present and the consequent wisdom of enjoying it while it lasts" (P.P. Comm. p. 227). 

"which He has given to you"-We tend to forget that life itself is a gift from God (). All of us live and continue to live because God permits our continued physical existence.

"for this is your reward in life"-Far from believing that marriage is a burden, God looks at marriage as a reward, a temporary shelter from the frustrations of life. Hence, what a waste to be miserable in your marriage! Marriage is a relationship that countless individuals squander. Marriage is a relationship that you will only have the opportunity to enjoy in this earthly existence (Matthew ). What a shame to misuse such an opportunity. Your mate is intended to make this toilsome life more bearable, to offset the troubles of life, hence make the most of your marriage! Marital problems start happening when people no longer appreciate what God has given them, when they no longer realize the brevity of life, or the few years that they will actually have with their mate. 

Verse 10
"Whatever your hands finds to do, verily, do it with all your might; for there is no activity or planning or wisdom in Sheol where you are going."
"Whatever….do it with all your might"-i.e. what you can accomplish, do! In the above verses, God isn"t advocating a drifting along, do nothing, addicted to pleasure attitude in life. There is work to be done, talents to use. "And at this time the brevity of life has become a spur, as it did our Lord when He spoke of the onset of night, "When no one can work" (John )" (Kidner p. 84). "Throw yourself into" (Mof). 

Point To Note:

Eternal life is great, but that doesn"t mean that this earthly life doesn"t matter. God isn"t impressed by the religious person who attempts to justify their present laziness by saying, "I"m supposed to lay up treasures in heaven, not upon the earth", or, "I don"t need to plan for my physical future, because I just know that God will take care of me." God expects us to make the most of each day, to make the most of the physical blessings that we receive and to make the most of our marriages, families, human relationships and employment. Clearly, righteous people should be seen as people who love the Lord and love life, who have a zest for God and a zest for living. There should be no such thing as a boring, lazy, apathetic, or unmotivated Christian. God wants us to do everything with zeal and enthusiasm. 

"for"-the reason for such a wise use of our earthly life.

"no activity or planning or wisdom in Sheol"-You cannot accomplish anything in this world once you are dead. So, if you are going to do something, do it now! You cannot redeem lost opportunities once you are in the grave! "Planning" applies to the human devising of new things and projects. Practice and theory both come to an end at death. Note: The passage isn"t teaching that the dead cease to exist or are unconscious, rather that earthly planning, all earthly activity, and every opportunity to use their wisdom to do something in this life-has ended! (Galatians ; 2 Cor. 12:15; Ephesians 5:16). Death will stop all our earthly plans, goals and projects. So, if we are going to accomplish something, then we need to get started now.

Verse 11
"I again saw under the sun that the race is not to the swift, and the battle is not to the warriors, and neither is bread to the wise, nor wealth to the discerning, nor favor to men of ability; for time and chance overtake them all."
Solomon observed that the swiftest person does not always win the race. "The idea here is not that the swift loses the race to the slower runner because he is diverted from his goal by some lesser attraction or activity. Neither does it mean that the fast runner is over confident in his ability, or does not try hard enough-like the Tortoise and the Hare. The incident that causes him to lose the race is not of his own doing" (Kidwell p. 234). 

The idea is that man can"t prepare for everything. "Though a man is well equipped for his work and uses all possible exertions, he may incur failure!" (P.P. Comm. p. 228). In the same vein, the best-prepared army doesn"t always win (David and Goliath-1 Samuel ), and wise men aren"t always rich. In fact, look what teachers, scientists, etc….make compared to professional athletes and movie stars. In addition, skillful men, men of great ability are often neither rich nor famous. "Reputation and influence do not necessarily accompany the possession of knowledge and learning" (P.P. Comm. p. 229).

"time and chance"-The word "chance" here doesn"t mean something gambled, or that one has fallen down on his luck. Rather it means an incident, such as a calamity, disappointment, setback, an unforeseen occurrence. "Not all-powerful fate, but rather God may let things transpire that overthrow those who have apparently had all resources and gifts at their disposal. He may let something meet them and cross their path, events that interrupt their prosperous course" (Leupold p. 220). These are things that man, even with the best human wisdom, cannot foresee or anticipate.

"overtake them all"-to befall, meet, happen to all. Bad or inconvenient things happening isn"t a matter of bad luck, in fact there is no such thing as luck. Rather, such things happen to everyone. Hard work isn"t always rewarded in this life, and life can be unfair. Even if we do everything right to order to be successful, no man can guarantee success or victory.

"Time and chance are paired, no doubt because they both have a way of taking matters suddenly out of our hands…for providence operates in secret, and to man"s view life is largely made up of steps into the unknown and events out of the blue, any of which may change our whole pattern of existence at a moment….All this counterbalances the impression we get from maxims about hard work, that success is ours to command" (Kidner p. 84).

This also should humble all of us. For without God"s providential help, we would probably have much less than we presently have. Time and chance can completely destroy the best ideas, the best laid plans, or something that would have been a million dollar idea in another time and place. The verse stresses Divine Providence and puts at naught all human resources that men conceive of as though they were a guarantee of success in human enterprises. 

Verse 12
"Moreover, man does not know his time: like fish caught in a treacherous net, and birds trapped in a snare, so the sons of men are ensnared at an evil time when it suddenly falls on them."
"man does not know his time"-either the hour of his death, some misfortune (time and chance) or both. Man is never sure of what will really happen tomorrow (James ; Luke 12:20).

"like fish caught…and birds trapped"-When it comes right down to it, often people are as helpless against the uncertainties of life as fish are against fishermen. "The suddenness with which men are frequently overtaken with the catastrophe which puts an end to their life, is seen by comparison with the fishes which are suddenly caught" (Keil/Del. p. 366). 

"at an evil time"-a time of calamity or misfortune. Time and chance not only happen to all, but often they happen suddenly and catch us completely off guard. "The emphasis in the verse is on the suddenness of calamity. People remain unaware until the last moment that the end is upon them, and this colors their enjoyment of the present" (Longman p. 233). Hence, the folly of trying to time one"s repentance until the last possible moment.

Verse 13
"Also this I came to see as wisdom under the sun, and it impressed me."
Solomon notes that he has an example of human wisdom that made a large impact on him. The following account demonstrates the temporary value of even the best human wisdom, and that often in life under the sun, such wisdom is either not appreciated or rewarded in the end. This had made a big impression on Solomon. 

Verse 14
"There was a small city with few men in it and a great king came to it, surrounded it, and constructed large siege-works against it."
Verse 15
"But there was found in it a poor wise man and he delivered the city by his wisdom. Yet no one remembered that poor man."
We have a little city here, one without large military forces or large defenses. In this city, only a few men were found who could bear arms and fight. It only had a minimum of men who could defend it. The siege-works included embankments or earthen mounds constructed around the city, which served as a military blockade, cutting off any supplies from reaching the city. 

Points To Note:

1 Note, that the wise man is still "poor" even after he delivered the city! Not only was he quickly forgotten, but he was never rewarded. This poor wise man fell back into his insignificance. 2. "We can identify at once with the people in the little city under siege, and feel their relief when the amateur strategist-or is he a diplomat?----brings off his masterstroke. If we are honest, we may still see ourselves in the last scene, when they totally forget him…. is not a moral tale to show what people should do: it is a cautionary tale (real life example) to show what they are like…..we should learn not to count on anything as fleeting as public gratitude" (Kidner p. 85).

Verse 16
"So I said, "Wisdom is better than strength." But the wisdom of the poor man is despised and his words are not heeded."
In the above case, wisdom had everything against it, small defenses, resources, a small army and means. Strength, brute force, seemingly had everything on its side, a great king with a powerful army. Yes, human wisdom has a greater value than force or strength, but in the long run, it has a dark side. In the long run, often human wisdom only reaps ingratitude. "The rulers of the small city were forced to listen to the wisdom of the poor man and they heeded it. Because he was poor and the crisis facing their city was over, they forgot about him (and ceased to listen to his advice)" (Kidwell p. 240). 

Many a parent, friend, elder, teacher or preacher has learned that often people cease to listen to your advice once a crisis in their life is over or avoided. It seems at times that wisdom is only heeded when all other alternatives have been removed.

Verse 17
"The words of the wise heard in quietness are better than the shouting of a ruler among fools."
The teaching of wise men appeal by virtue of their content, not by their volume. The words of any wise individual are far better than the shouts of a leader who is ruling over a foolish people. "His shouting stands for the violent use of authority. Wisdom thus provides better security to a community than military strength" (Garrett p. 334). As I look at the above verse, I can"t help but think about how dictators often shout and are able to stir up mobs and the shouting of many modern day protesters. Being loud doesn"t mean that you have the truth or really anything to say.

Verse 18
"Wisdom is better than weapons of war, but one sinner destroys much good."
Points To Note:

1. Every government needs to take seriously the above truth, because so many governments rely upon their military might, instead of also placing emphasis upon wisdom and morality. 2. "We are left with more than a suspicion that in human politics the last word will regularly go to the loud voice of verse 17 or the cold steel of verse 18. Seldom to truth, seldom to merit" (Kidner p. 85). 3. One sinner destroys much good, especially when that sinner is allowed to overturn the words of a wise man, when that one sinner is a foolish king. The Bible is filled with examples where many people suffered because of the sinfulness of one person (Achan, Joshua ; Jeroboam"s idolatry, 1 Kings 12:26-33; Rehoboam"s foolishness, 1 Kings 12:1ff). 

10 Chapter 10 

Verse 1
"Dead flies make a perfumer"s oil stink, so a little foolishness is weightier than wisdom and honor."
"Dead flies"-"puts into a vividly unpleasant form the principle on which the previous chapter ended: that it takes far less to ruin something than to create it….it is easier to make a stink than to create sweetness. But in this verse it is the sudden lapse or foolish impulse that is the trouble: and there are endless instances of prizes forfeited and good beginnings marred in a single reckless moment---not only by the irresponsible, such as Esau, but by the sorely tried, such as Moses and Aaron" (Kidner p. 88). See Numbers .

"perfumer"-an ancient art (Exodus ; 34:35).

"so"-indicating that a comparison is going to be made.

"little"-The point of the illustration is the comparative insignificance of the cause which spoils a costly substance which had been prepared with care, time and skill. A little fault or a little sin/foolishness can mar a reputation which was only acquired with tremendous effort and half a life-time. There is no such thing as a little sin (1 Corinthians ; Acts 5:1ff; 2 Samuel 6:6-7). "It is a painful fact that a little folly, one foolish act, one silly manner or disposition, one hidden sin, will impair the real value of a man"s wisdom and the estimation in which he was held" (P.P. Comm. 249) (Ezek. 18:24).

"weightier"-"So can a little folly make wisdom lose its worth" (NEB). A little foolishness can cancel out a great deal of wisdom. "even when a great deal of wisdom is present, things somehow get fouled up by a little folly" (Garrett p. 334). "wisdom and glory are wonderful and highly valued, but it just takes a touch of folly to spoil them" (Longman p. 239). 

Points To Note:

1 This is also true in groups or congregations. One foolish member can really undo or cancel out the efforts of many. 2. A person can be extremely gifted and smart, but if they are harboring a sin in their life, then all their wisdom can become misdirected. One bad attitude, one prejudice, one area of arrogance can make us into very poor bible students.

Verse 2
"A wise man"s heart directs him toward the right, but the foolish man"s heart directs him toward the left."
"the right"-right and left have for centuries been used as referring to good and bad. In fact we still use the expression, "my right hand man". "The heart of the wise goes in the right direction" (BAS).

Points To Note:

1 This verse immediately informs us that wisdom or folly is a heart problem. The real problem isn"t a lack of education, rather, the real problem is a bad disposition or attitude. As someone noted, "thoughts determine actions, actions determine habits, habits determine character, and character determines destiny". 2. Hence the great need to guard our hearts, to make sure that we always are being honest (Proverbs ; 23:7) and open to the truth (2 Thess. 2:10-12). 3. Everyday we are given the choice as to what we will contemplate and value. The wise man chooses to set his mind on spiritual realities (Philippians 4:8). The fool allows himself to dwell on the less valuable, the less good and finally the positively evil. This verse also makes it clear that wisdom and folly go in opposite directions. The fool won"t end up backing his way into what is good, right and true. Without a serious change on the part of the fool, the fool will always be a fool.

Verse 3
"Even when the fool walks along the road his sense is lacking, and he demonstrates to everyone that he is a fool."
"Even …along the road"-Here is one of those places where we see that God has a sense of humor. "the fool has no way of disguising what he is, expect perhaps by total silence (Proverbs ). Even then, his general bearing would probably give him away. But in fact he is too full of himself to refrain from airing his views to everyone he meets (see Proverbs 17:7; 18:2,6; 26:6; 17:12)" (Kidner p. 89). What really contributes to his folly is his insistence upon rejecting true knowledge (Prov. 9:7-9; 12:15; 14:16; 15:5; 17:10,16,24; 18:2; 23:9; 26:11; 28:26). God says that a fool can be easily seen if we will just pay a little attention to what he or she is saying. 

Verse 4
"If the ruler"s temper rises against you, do not abandon your position, because composure allays great offenses."
The wisest course of action when confronted with a rulers displeasure is not to leave one"s post or position, i.e. not to resign. "For while it may feel magnificent to "resign your post", ostensibly on principle but actually in a fit of pride, it is in fact less impressive, more immature, than it feels" (Kidner p. 90). 1. What is being observed here by God is the typical "human huff". It is so easy to mistake arrogance for dedication to some principle. 2. Before we quit, we need to take a good hard look at our motivation. God expects us to be in submission, even to evil kings (1 Peter ). 3. Instead of resigning, God expects the believer to remain, stand his ground, avoid irrational or impulsive behavior, and fight what may be a spiritual battle in turning away the king"s anger. 4. In addition, resigning under such circumstances may only tend to incriminate one further in the eyes of the king.

"composure allays great offenses"-composure can be defined as tranquillity of mind, gentleness, meekness and a relaxed mind. Keeping calm and unruffled. An angry man is often tempted to let his anger move him into the sins of insubordination, slander, treason or conspiracy. Proverbs "A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger"; 10:12; 25:15; James 5:9. Many problems could be avoided between Christians, husbands and wives, etc…, if Christians would seek to apply this verse. 

Verse 5
"There is an evil I have seen under the sun, like an error which goes forth from the ruler"
An example of such an error is found in the next verse. "Even worse perhaps, than the autocrat is the weakling. With him in charge, anything can happen. The upheavals of verses 6 and 7 proceed from the ruler of verse 5, and they remind us how fragile our little hierarchies are. Yet every age gets taken by surprise" (Kidner p. 90). The word "error" can refer to a sin, but it also can mean an inadvertent mistake, something done without proper consideration. The following example illustrates what Solomon has already said (), "that it takes only a small problem to wreak havoc in the world. An incidental error results in the placement of fools in positions of authority and power, thus resulting in a topsy-turvy society" (Longman p. 241).

Verse 6
"folly is set in many exalted places while rich men sit in humble places."
So much for absolute confidence in any form of government or administration! Yes, nothing has changed, even Solomon saw that many foolish men had been placed in very powerful, influential and responsible positions. The best candidate isn"t always elected or selected. Other factors, such as owing someone a political favor, etc…, often enter in and cloud a leader"s judgment. Rulers often make the mistake of appointing incompetent individuals to positions of power. "Appointments that went to the wrong people. We can make our own guess at the intrigues, threats, flatteries and bribes that paved the way for them" (Kidner p. 90). 

"Rich"-not simply those who have wealth, but men of noble birth, men from who from a natural position would be looked upon as having leadership potential. Men who had the means to train themselves for high office, men who regarded positions of leadership, not from the motive of personal profit, but from the desire to serve the public trust. Note: There is nothing wrong with being rich, for the "rich" here are placed in contrast with fools. 

Point To Note:

Many people in our society would feel that the above would be a great triumph in social justice. "If some are inclined to applaud….Solomon has no illusions about men at the top…neither does he view these upsets as triumphs of social justice" (Kidner p. 90). Lest we are tempted to idolize the poor and downtrodden, or the person who rose through the ranks after being born in a one room house, Solomon notes that among the rich there are often men of noble character and true leadership material.

Verse 7
"I have seen slaves riding on horses and princes walking like slaves on the land."
"I have seen"-Solomon isn"t rambling and neither is he exaggerating. All of these he has seen with his own eyes, probably even in his own administration. Even until fairly modern times, in the east to be riding on a horse was a sign of distinction and wealth. See also Proverbs ; 30:22. 

Verse 8
"He who digs a pit may fall into it, and a serpent may bite him who breaks through a wall."
"The outlook behind these pointed remarks is not fatalism…but elementary realism…..We are urged to use our minds, and to look a little way ahead. For there are risks bound up with any vigorous action, and the person we call accident-prone has usually himself to blame, rather than his luck. He should have known; he could have taken care" (Kidner p. 91). 

The verse also suggests that no matter how careful a person might be, he or she may fall into the pit they dug, and they might be surprised by a snake on the other side of the wall they are demolishing. Some suggest that this verse is teaching the idea that those who plot evil against others often have their plans backfire on them (see Psalm ; 9:15; 10:2; 37:7-15; 57:6; Amos 5:18-19; Proverbs 26:27; 28:10). Hence this verse might be giving "some comfort to the just counselor who is competing for royal favor against a scheming climber" (Garrett p. 335).

Verse 9
"He who quarries stones may be hurt by them, and he who splits logs may be endangered by them."
Once again we are confronted with the reality that we can"t prepare for everything (). "throws a dash of hard realism: even those who are engaged in legitimate activity….those who try to serve fairly and justly may see their efforts blow up in their faces" (Garrett p. 335). "One does not have to work long in a stone quarry or logging camp until the potential dangers are evident" (Kidwell p. 249). These verses may also emphasize the need for wisdom even in the most mundane things of life. "A great underground quarry lies under a part of the old city of Jerusalem---it may have been the source of stone for Solomon"s Temple. The tools used in this profession are the metal chisel, baskets, wooden wedges, water to spread the wedges, the wooden rollers for the largest stones" (Zond. Ency. p. 496). A wise man is everywhere conscious of possible danger.

Verse 10
"If the axe is dull and he does not sharpen its edge, then he must exert more strength. Wisdom has the advantage of giving success."
"The axe may be symbolic of all implements used by men in the activities of their work. When wisdom is not employed the maximum benefit of all implements is lessened" (Kidwell p. 250). And yet how many of us want to jump right into a project without the proper preparation?

"the advantage of giving success"-"Wisdom teaches how to conduct matters to a successful end; for instance, it prompts the worker to sharpen his tool instead of trying to accomplish his task by an exertion of mere brute strength" (P.P. Comm. p. 252).

Points To Note:

1 One can work harder or they can work smarter. 2. Once again we are brought back to the truth found in . Without wisdom, all our efforts can be in vain. Thus wisdom prompts one to make careful plans and preparation. Wisdom not only reaches for the right tool, but makes sure that such a tool is working properly. 3. If wisdom can be beneficial in using such a common tool as an axe, how much more is wisdom needed when speaking, listening, controlling our emotions or dealing with others? (James 1:19)

Verse 11
"If the serpent bites before being charmed, there is no profit for the charmer."
"If the man is bitten before he has time to use his charm, it is no profit to him that he has the secret----the warning against "being too late", the greatest skill is useless unless applied at the right moment or applied at all" (P.P. Comm. p. 253) Hence, wisdom not used at the opportune time (Ephesians ), is useless. In a similar manner, bible knowledge that isn"t used to instruct those who desperately need it, is also rather useless.

But once again, under the sun, even great wisdom or skill can be completely nullified by bad timing. "Snake charming was a mysterious occupation that needed a special and esoteric expertise, but the skill was of no use after the snake bit someone. It was too late then to charm the snake; the damage had been done…even experts fail if they do not apply their skill" (Longman p. 245). 

The verse may also be teaching that there is wisdom which is completely useless in everyday life. "Basically, the skill of a snake charmer is good for shows but not practical for everyday living, where snakebites are a matter of life and death" (Longman p. 246). 

Verse 12
"Words from the mouth of a wise man are gracious, while the lips of a fool consume him;"
"are gracious"-The wise man in this context would include a counselor to the king (). Unfortunately, modern man often tends to downplay the importance of his or her speech. Words have always been important with God, for they reveal the condition of the human heart (Matthew 15:18-20), hence one"s loyalty either to God or self (James 3:13-18). "Gracious" words are those which persuade, conciliate, convince, express good will, are truthful, winning, encouraging, and edifying speech (Colossians 4:6; Proverbs 15:2; Ephesians 4:29). 

"lips of a fool consume him"-Proverbs ; 14:3; 10:14; 10:31-32. To swallow down, devour, a stronger expression than to ruin or destroy. "Untimely speech has ruined many a life" (P.P. Comm. p. 253). 

Verse 13
"the beginning of his talking is folly, and the end of it is wicked madness."
Seen any wicked madness lately? What started with selfish, ignorant, foolish, arrogant and boastful language often ends in the fruit of insane wickedness. What the verse is saying is that if the unbeliever follows his or her unbelieving theory or logic to its natural end---he or she will end up in extreme wickedness. Many have noted that the fruits of Evolution, Hedonism or Atheism are such things as might makes right, racism, anything goes, etc…"The fool goes from bad to worse---the beginning will be foolish, silly, irrelevant-when the conclusion of their utterance is reached, it is no longer merely silly or idle-but evil" (Leupold p. 246). "Since he begins with a foolish premise (there is no God, Psalm ), his conclusion is sheer madness" (Tay). "That end, in wicked madness, may look too lurid to be true; but its two elements, moral and mental, are the final fruits of refusing the will and truth of God. If there are innumerable unbelievers whose earthly end could hardly be described as either wickedness or madness, it is only because the logic of their unbelief has not been followed through….But when a whole society goes secular, the process is far more evident and thoroughgoing" (Kidner p. 92).

Verse 14
"Yet the fool multiplies words. No man knows what will happen, and who can tell him what will come after him?"
"multiplies words"-"The fool talks on and on" (NEB) (Proverbs ; 15:2; 18:2; 20:3; 12:23; 29:11; Ecc. 5:3). 

"No man knows"-The fool typically boasts about the future, speaking confidently about that which no man knows (Luke ; James 4:13). "The fool, without any consciousness of human ignorance, acts as if he knew all, and utters about all and everything a multitude of words" (Keil/Del., p. 384). 

Verse 15
"The toil of a fool so wearies him that he does not even know how to go to a city."
Much like our modern proverb, "He doesn"t know enough to come in out of the rain". "The second line is evidently a proverbial tag about the kind of person who gets the simplest of things wrong----he would get lost, we might say today, even if you put him on an escalator…So the picture begins to emerge of a man who makes things needlessly difficult for himself by his stupidity" (Kidner pp. 92-93). "the advice of foolish counselors is so bad that they cannot even give simple directions. Their long-winded explanations only wear out the confused traveler. How much worse to take their counsel in affairs of state" (Garrett p. 336). 

Points To Note: 

1 A popular word in our society has become the word "bashing". Any negative criticism seems to be labeled these days as something horrible and that we are bashing a certain group of people. Carefully note that God is bashing the fool. 2. There is a certain amount of humor in this verse, but lest we get carried away too far, we need to be reminded that what can make fools of all of us, is toiling for things that will never amount to anything (Matthew ; Luke 12:20-21).

Verse 16
"Woe to you, O land, whose king is a lad and whose princes feast in the morning."
Points To Note:

1 "The "child" or "lad", of verse 16 could indeed be a man in years, who has never grown up…" (Kidner p. 94). 2. "If the king and his administrators view their power as an opportunity for self-indulgence, the nation is lost" (Garrett p. 336). 3. The feasting in the morning refers to early morning indulgence (Isaiah ; 21:5; Acts 2:15). 4. So much for the argument that character doesn"t matter in the lives of those who govern a people or nation. Or, that what one does in one"s personal life doesn"t have any impact on what one does in their public life. 5. While wise men are interested in the ultimate questions of life, this doesn"t mean however that the wise aren"t concerned about the present. The wise man does care very much about the way his country is being governed. 6. "The child in the present case (could be) a youthful, inexperienced ruler, who does not realize his responsibilities, and is the tool of evil advisors" (P.P. Comm. p. 254). (2 Chron. 13:7; 1 Kings 12:6-14).

Verse 17
"Blessed are you, O land, whose king is of nobility and whose princes eat at the appropriate time---for strength, and not for drunkenness."
The word "nobility" is not a touch of snobbery. Rather, the true idea of nobility is those individuals who have been trained and have accepted the type of training and wisdom which is needed to rule. "One who really merits the name" (Leupold p. 250). This verse also infers that eating must never become an end in itself. "whose leaders work hard before they feast and drink, and then only to strengthen themselves for the tasks ahead" (Tay). Godly individuals eat at the right time and for the right reasons. Such men view their positions as one of great responsibility and are committed to the good of the nation. Hence blessed is the nation whose rulers do not see their position as being merely for their own enrichment.

Verse 18
"Through indolence the rafters sag, and through slackness the house leaks."
This seems to be a comment upon the previous verses. Solomon has just discussed slothful rulers. "Certainly "sloth" (18) which silently destroys a neglected house or a sluggish spirit, is as fatal to a kingdom as to a building or a person. Nothing else is needed to bring it down, and nothing is more devastating. Whatever kinds of damage can be safely overlooked, decay is not among them: time is on its side" (Kidner p. 95). Hence the house under consideration is the "state of the nation". When those in authority are more concerned with their own personal pleasures, than the welfare of the nation, the nation falls apart (Amos ).

Verse 19
"Men prepare a meal for enjoyment, and wine makes life merry, and money is the answer to everything."
Points To Note:

Various ideas exist concerning the contextual tie-in of the above verse: 1. "The point is that at least some money is essential for enjoying life, and steps must therefore be taken to insure that the economy (be it national or personal) is sound" (Garrett pp. 336-337). 2. Others believe that the verse reveals the attitudes that lead to sloth, "It is because of the three erroneous attitudes expressed in this verse that the condition discussed in verse 18 existed" (Kidwell p. 258). Hence, "men prepare a meal for enjoyment"-instead of eating for strength (17), such men try to turn every meal into a party or an excuse to eat and drink to excess. "wine makes life merry"-the sluggard or the fool is constantly needing a drink to put them in a cheerful mood. "money is the answer to everything"-even many people in our government have bought into the philosophy that money can fix everything, resolve every problem, and the supply the answer to every human desire.

Verse 20
"Furthermore, in your bedchamber do not curse a king, and in your sleeping rooms do not curse a rich man, for a bird of the heavens will carry the sound, and the winged creature will make the matter known".

Points To Note:

1. Wise counsel is offered here to those who must suffer through the abuse of leaders whose character has been identified in the preceding verses. 2. Kidner notes of such corrupt rulers, "They would not have reached their dizzy heights, or stayed there, without a sixth sense for dissidents---or having their own informers" (p. 95). 3. The verse also reveals that what you think will remain a secret can easily become public, what is in the mind, or what is said in secret can easily slip out of the lips in public (Luke ). 4. The reference to "a bird" in the above verse is a proverbial saying, common to all languages, "We say of secret information, "A little bird told me"" (P.P. Comm. p. 256). 5. The verse also reveals that a ruler who is selfish, indulgent, self-absorbed and immoral, can also be very dangerous. Those who abuse their positions of power are capable of committing other crimes and sins. Those who are in love with power aren"t going to let go of it without a fight.

11 Chapter 11 

Verse 1
"Cast your bread on the surface of the waters, for you will find it after many days."
"Cast"-"send forth, send away, let go" (TWOT p. 927). The bread in the East is made in the form of thin cakes, which would float for a time if thrown into a stream. Some see the in the word "cast" (send, side reference ASV, "send forth"), the image of a trading ship, i.e., a merchant sending forth his ships laden with trade goods ("Send your grain across the seas" NEB). One does not know when the ship will return, often large periods of time lapsed before the ship arrived at home port with goods in trade. "The idea is that just as the ship returns to reward the one who sent it forth, so God will restore generously the one who demonstrates compassion upon others" (Kidwell p. 263).

Points To Note:

1 The traditional Jewish view of this passage holds that the lesson is one of charity, and that one"s benevolence should be practiced freely without a view to personal return. "We already catch a breath of the New Testament blowing through the first two verses, a hint of our Lord"s favorite paradox that "he who loves his life loses it", and that "the measure you give will be the measure you get" (John ; Matthew 7:2). 

2 The other interpretation encourages the daily pursuit of labor, or urging men to make bold business ventures and trust God for the profit. 

2 Often we fall into the temptation of not giving as we should, because we want to have enough saved up for ourselves, if something bad happens to us. But Solomon seems to be saying, don"t let the possibility of hard times or an uncertain future keep you from being generous. In fact, the risk of hard times (2b) could well be an argument for giving liberally while you can (Acts ; 2 Cor. 9:6ff; Galatians 6:7ff). Give, do good while you have the opportunity! 

"for you will find it after many days"-This isn"t to be the sole motivation for our giving, rather it is a further encouragement. The Bible makes it clear that God takes care of the generous (Psalm ; Proverbs 19:17 "He who is gracious to a poor man lends to the Lord, and He will repay him for his good deed"; 11:25; Luke 6:38 "Give, and it will be given to you"; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8; Galatians 6:9). Notice the phrase, "after many days". Our generosity may not be immediately rewarded, in fact, we might not be rewarded for decades or our reward might simply be in the next life (Matthew 6:19-20). The idea seems to be that our good deeds will eventually come back to us, what we sow we will eventually reap (Revelation 14:13).

Verse 2
"Divide your portion to seven, or even to eight, for you do not know what misfortune may occur on the earth."
"Divide your portion to seven"-The idea may be of unlimited benevolence, i.e. give to many people who might be in need. Or, the idea might be, "divide your ventures", i.e. one is wise if he does not trust his entire fortune to one ship. As one would say today, it is unwise to put all one"s eggs in the same basket. ""Seven" or "eight" represent a wide diversity of investments. Such diversification is necessary because it affords protection against unforeseen calamity in one or two of the enterprises" (Garrett p. 338). 

"for you do not know what misfortune may occur on the earth"-Once again we are faced with the truth that man is completely unable to predict the future, and that time and chance happens to all (). "you never know what will go wrong in this world" (Mof).

3 Solomon might be saying, "Help as many people as you can now, because a time may be coming that you will need help from others" (Luke ; 2 Corinthians 8:14; Galatians 6:1). 

4 This verse could also admonish us to allow wisdom to prepare one for the unexpected misfortunes of life which are beyond control---Plan for the future!

Verse 3
"If the clouds are full, they pour out rain upon the earth; and whether a tree falls toward the south or toward the north, wherever the tree falls, there it lies."
Points To Note:

2 "speaks of a storm and means that it is inevitable that disasters sometimes will occur. "If clouds are full" means that when the time for such a calamity comes, it cannot be avoided" (Garrett p. 338). 2. The idea also seems to be that the future is beyond our control as are the acts of God in nature. 3. "The two examples given here---the clouds which follow their own laws and times, not ours, and the fallen tree which has consulted no-one"s convenience" (Kidner p. 97). 4. "When the evil day comes, we must bend to the blow, we are powerless to avert it, the future can be neither calculated nor controlled" (P.P. Comm. p. 276). "The laws of nature are fixed so that man should make use of the present opportunities for doing good, before some action of nature (which is unseen and unavoidable) cuts off the opportunity. Man may fret or even suffer over too much rain or too little, but he cannot control it" (Kidwell p. 265). Even in our present day of advanced technology, we are still completely helpless in face of adverse weather.

Verse 4
"He who watches the wind will not sow and he who looks at the clouds will not reap".

"Keep watching the wind and you will never sow, stare at the clouds and you will never reap" (Jerus). We can also be too cautious in this life. The unpredictable future can paralyze some people into inaction. The farmer who is ever watching the weather, and waiting for the ideal conditions---too much hesitation, too much caution, too much calculation. "Our business is to grapple with what actually is, and what lies within reach. Few great enterprises have waited for ideal conditions" (Kidner p. 97) There are risks in doing anything, but don"t let such things deter you from living or trying. 

Point To Note:

Waiting for the ideal time to teach someone, obey the gospel, have a family or get married, etc…can cause you to put off something until it is too late. "One cannot use the possibility of misfortune as an excuse for inactivity. Someone who is forever afraid of storms will never get around to working his field. The Teacher in effect says, "Just face the fact that things may go wrong, but get out there and do your work anyway"" (Garrett p. 338). 

Verse 5
"Just as you do not know the path of the wind and how bones are formed in the womb of the pregnant woman, so you do not know the activity of God who makes all things."
"Just as"-Human ignorance, even in the things of this life is once again reaffirmed. If we can"t even know or understand various physical things in our universe that happen every day, how much more are the purposes and providential workings of God beyond our grasp Romans ). People are so prone to lecture God concerning His supervision of this world are so woefully unqualified of doing so. How can we tell God what He should be doing in the spiritual and moral realm, when we can"t even figure out the workings in the physical realm? (Job 38:1ff). 

"you do not know the path of the wind"-Even in watching for the wind, the farmer doesn"t have a clue as to when the wind will change direction and what direction that will be. 

"how bones are formed in the womb"-probably includes the entire development of the unborn child. 

Points To Note:

2 "The lesson still is that man should make use of present and known advantages, not waiting to figure out the ways of God as to the future" (Kidwell p. 266). 2. Even though we do not completely understand everything about the development of the unborn child, this doesn"t keep us from having children. There are many things in this life that we do not understand fully, or cannot even control, but this does not keep us from working. 3. "In the context this means that since you cannot know that all will go well, do not demand assurance of success before you begin any enterprise. Just as in pregnancy a couple can only trust God that all will turn out well…Pregnancy is the supreme example of human endeavor, the results of which are out of human control" (Garrett p. 338). 4. In addition, these verses should humble us, and make us realize that we aren"t self-sufficient, even the most common events in this life are still beyond our control. We need to trust God, and such trust is needed even in seemingly usual and typical things.

Verse 6
"Sow your seed in the morning, and do not be idle in the evening, for you do not know whether morning or evening sowing will succeed, or whether both of them alike will be good."
"do not be idle in the evening"-"Let evening find thee still at work" (Knox). "The Hebrew says, "Be busy early in the morning, and unto the evening let your hand keep at this task"" (Leupold p. 265). 

"for you do not know"-here is the reason for such unremitting activity. Once again, man"s inability to predict the future, even if it is only months in the future is demonstrated. The proper response to uncertainty isn"t apathy, inaction or fear, but rather, trust in God and the redoubling of our efforts (Ephesians ; 2 Timothy 4:2).

"both of them alike will be good"-i.e. both might be successful.

Points To Note:

2 "It is a stimulating call, with no thought of faltering, yet not trace of bravado or irresponsibility. The very smallness of our knowledge (), and control (11:3), and the very likelihood of hard times (11L2) so frequently impressed on us throughout the book, become the reasons to bestir ourselves and show some spirit" (Kidner p. 98). 2. Note that God never says, "Sit back and just put everything into My hands." The response to the truth that God rules the world, is not sitting back, but rather, redoubling our efforts! 

Youth, Old Age, And Death

"Appropriately, the last major discourse of Ecclesiastes concerns the grim reality of aging and death and the need to enjoy the life one has under the sun. Nevertheless, this is not a hedonist"s creed, for the demand that all be done in the fear of God stands behind and above the whole" (Garrett pp. 339-340).

Verse 7
"The light is pleasant, and it is good for the eyes to see the sun."
"The light is pleasant"-i.e. it is good to be alive.

Points To Note:

2 One of the great questions, even for the Christian, is that in view of the hardships, uncertainties and trials in this life, is it good to be alive? God says, "Yes!" 2. "No matter how difficult tasks may become, or how sad the circumstances surrounding life, it is still a good thing to be alive" (Kidwell p. 267). 3. Note: Along with the call for earnest activity, is the call to enjoy life! 4. Yes, there are many hardships in this life, but God feels that it is inexcusable to resent the fact of being alive or to opt for suicide. The only reason that one can enjoy this life in view of all the cynical things that can happen here, is to have one"s mind fixed on God and eternal life. God expects the believer to enjoy his or her physical life (Ecclesiastes ; 3:12,22; 5:18; 8:15).

Verse 8
"Indeed, if a man should live many years, let him rejoice in them all, and let him remember the days of darkness, for they shall be many. Everything that is to come will be futility."
"if a man should live many years"-note the word "if". God doesn"t guarantee a long life to any one of us.

"let him rejoice in them all"-God believes that throughout life, in every stage of life, from youth to old age-life can be appreciated and enjoyed. In fact, here is a direct command to enjoy every stage of your life. The Apostle Paul had learned this secret (Philippians ).

"the days of darkness, for they shall be many"-Some feel that the "days of darkness" refers to the time of old age. Others, that it refers to the time you spend in the grave or Sheol. But such "days" aren"t dark for the believer (Luke ff; Philippians 1:21-23). It just seems to me that the days of darkness would refer to the days of hardship or calamity. Yes, the days of darkness will be many, even for believers. Hard times do not mean that God doesn"t love you. Enjoy life, and don"t let trials and hardships turn you into a cynical or bitter person. Don"t allow the days of darkness to remove your joy and appreciation in being allowed to live.

"Everything that is to come will be futility"-this is another truth that we are to remember as we are enjoying life. This doesn"t mean that there isn"t an afterlife, or that everything you do in life is meaningless, for it isn"t (2 Corinthians ). But it is saying, "As you are enjoying life, just remember that all your earthly accomplishments are only temporary". Hence, make sure that you accomplish something that will endure (Matthew 6:19-20). In addition, never let "joy" and "good times" be the ultimate goal in your life. Rejoice! But never allow rejoicing to become your god. Remember why you are rejoicing!

Verse 9
"Rejoice, young man, during your childhood, and let your heart be pleasant during the days of young manhood. And follow the impulses of your heart and the desires of your eyes. Yet know that God will bring you to judgment for all these things."
"Rejoice, young man"-On the surface it seems strange that God "commands" young people to be happy, for doesn"t such come naturally? Actually, no. How many young people are bitter, depressed, discouraged, resentful, bored, unhappy, confused, etc..? Instead of a period of great happiness, the temptation exists to allow our youth to be a period of great frustration, turmoil and rage.

Points To Note:

2 Youth has the pathway of life before them. Their hopes, dreams, and ambitions will be shaped by attitudes formed while still young. The time to learn how to enjoy life is when you are young. 2. Carefully note that God speaks to young people, "Solomon does not fear to enforce religious considerations upon the young mind" (Kidwell p. 270). Young people need to realize that they are accountable to God, and there are specific commands directed to them (Eph. ). 3. Parents and young people also need to realize that important attitudes, perspectives and convictions are formed during the days of youth. Unfortunately, even many Christian parents tend to excuse the bad attitudes on the part of their older children, often opting for the excuse, "Well, it is hard to be a teenager these days". God doesn"t have such an attitude. Rather, God is saying, "The time to get your head on straight is while you are young".

"let your heart be pleasant"-"let your mind be glad in the days of your vigor" (AAT); "Delight in your boyhood, young man, make the most of the days of your youth" (NEB); "Young man it"s wonderful to be young! Enjoy every minute of it!" (Tay)

"And follow the impulses of your heart and the desires of your eyes"-Nothing here is encouraging a young man to engage in sinful or irresponsible activities. In fact, such activities deprive life of real and true joy (Titus ). 

Points To Note:

3 The verse stresses the need in learning how to rejoice in wholesome activities that will stand God"s scrutiny on the judgment day. 2. "Meanwhile verse 9 reminds us of another aspect of joy: its relation to what is right…..The ways of your heart and the sight of your eyes-or, in two words, perfect freedom---must have a goal worth reaching, a "Well done! to strive for, to find fulfillment. Otherwise triviality takes over, or worse still, vice. Whichever of these connotations the word "playboy" has for us, we know that for lack of relating his life to anything demanding, still less to heaven"s assessment, that man is a pitiable figure. So this verse, by insisting that our ways matter to God and are therefore meaningful through and through, robs joy of nothing but its hollowness….To idolize the state of youth and to dread the loss of it is disastrous: it spoils the gift even while we have it" (Kidner p. 99).

"Yet know that God will bring you to judgment for all these things"-"The exhortation to follow one"s inclinations (v. 9) does not endorse the reckless following of every impulse. Awareness of divine judgment turns the pursuit of joy away from crossing over into sins" (Garrett p. 340). Please note that judgment day was never meant to take all the joy out of living, but rather, to simply remind us not to waste our life in superficial or sinful activities. In light of the judgment day, the believer can have a very happy and rewarding life in this life.

Verse 10
"So, remove vexation from your heart and put away pain from your body, because childhood and the prime of life are fleeting."
"So, remove vexation from your heart"-"Rid thy heart, then, of resentment" (Knox). "Vexation"-includes sadness, moroseness, fretfulness, grief, anger, wrath, spite and sorrow.

"pain from your body"-attitudes and practices which could hurt your body. "That which would rob youth of good times, pleasant days, happy memories, and general physical and mental/spiritual happiness is to be avoided" (Kidwell p. 272). Too many people have been convinced that joy or happiness can only be found in that which is forbidden by God. But the real truth is that happiness and joy are the result of doing the right thing. "Joy was created to dance with goodness, not alone" (Kidner p. 100). There are a good number of people who can"t enjoy a good portion of their life, because of all the bad choices they made while young. 

"because childhood and the prime of life are fleeting"-"The freshness of youth with its unimpaired vigor of the body, which makes joy taste all the sweeter, is but of a short duration---Bad attitudes and the misuse of the body can make any enjoyment difficult or impossible" (Leupold p. 272). The prime of life, includes more than just the teens or twenties. Literally, it is the days of dark hair.

Take care of yourself physically, mentally and spiritually while you are young. If you neglect the wisdom of these verses, not only will you be a miserable young person, but also a miserable old person. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verse 1
"Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days come and the years draw near when you will say, "I have no delight in them";"

"Remember also your Creator"-In addition to remembering that you must eventually stand before God in judgment (), remember that it is God who created you in the first place. This is a powerful thought! 1. Seeing that God created me, God then must know what will truly make me happy. Therefore, I can submit to His will cheerfully and have the confidence in knowing that the path of obedience is the best path for me. I will only find my true potential when I fully submit to His will. 2. Being my Creator, such gives God the moral right to expect obedience from me. In fact, disobedience and rebellion are acts committed by ungrateful people. And who wants to act like a spoiled and ungrateful child? Yuk! 

Points To Note:

2 "Let your mind be turned to your Maker" (Bas). To remember God includes dropping any kind of arrogant self-sufficiency and committing ourselves to Him. 2. "Your Creator": Yes, God is the Creator of all. 3. "Remember" certainly implies more than to recall that there is a Creator. It surely means to let that remembrance shape conduct, for He is to be remembered as "Creator". As such, being the Author of our being, He has complete and absolute claims upon us (including our talents, time, and prosperity) these we should acknowledge by our surrender to Him" (Leupold p. 273). 4. When we obey God, we are really only giving to Him what rightfully belongs to Him in the first place (Acts ; Luke 17:7-10). "The command "Remember your Creator" means to revere God, to keep His laws faithfully, to serve Him responsibly, remembering that because He created people, everyone owes Him his life….the meaning of the verb "remember" in Deut. 8:18 and Psalm 119:55 is parallel to keeping the Law, in Judges 8:34 it is contrasted with self-reliance and worship of other gods" (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 1004).

"in the days of your youth"-"days of your strength" (Bas); "in the days of thy vigor" (Rhm). "Youth" certainly includes more than just childhood or the teenage years. For there are many people who remember God in those years but they forget Him in their 20"s, 30"s and 40"s. 

Points To Note:

3 Youth has the habit of demanding "rights", resisting and questioning rightful authority, including God"s authority. 2. There is also the great temptation to concentrate on earthly goals when one is young. Often, getting ahead in a career, amassing physical possessions, and the quest for recreation and getting away so we can undo all the damage caused by the previous wrong priorities, take young people away from God. 3. Young people, and I am also talking to people in their 20"s, 30"s and 40"s, need to remember that all they are and all they have is due to the fact that there is a God. 5. The days of strength and vigor are also days in which you can really accomplish something for God, the days in which we can be busily involved in spreading the gospel, going good deeds, etc…(Titus ). 6. Youth is also an ideal time to commit ourselves fully to God: Youth is the time when self-surrender is still possible, but a life lived for self can harden the heart. God is not impressed by the person who is trying to live as much for self until the possible last moment. 7. Will we squander the days of our strength? We will spend most of our time, money and talents on earthly goals or vain pursuits? Or will we give God the best of our youth? Listen to the following passage: 

"May my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, if I do not remember you, if I do not exalt Jerusalem above my chief joy" 

(Psalm )

"before the evil days come and the years draw nigh"-"Days of discomfort" (Rhm); "Troubling days come" (Ber); "The time of trouble comes" (NEB). In the context, these days include the days of old age, days that will be filled with aches and pains and failure of physical and mental strength. The final crippling stages of old age.

"when you will say, "I have no delight in them""-"I do not enjoy them" (Ber); "I see no purpose in them" (NEB). "Them"-i.e. the days of advanced old age. "Means that such closing years of life have lost the pleasure of youth and the prime of life" (Kidwell p. 274). See 2 Samuel "Can I distinguish between good and bad? Or can your servant taste what I eat or what I drink?…") Old age is really devastating to the person who never placed their confidence in God, who has all their eggs in this earthly basket. 

Points To Note:

4 Especially, if one hasn"t chosen to serve God, the supposed "golden years" can turn out to be very depressing. 2. People in our world, especially the baby-boomer generation just assumes that their retirement years will mean--- just that much more time they can spend pleasing themselves. But such years can bring disease, illnesses and financial hardship. The person who has not remembered God and served Him while young, is faced with many regrets. He or she might want to serve God now, but they are greatly limited in what they can do for Him. 3. Our happiness in old age is directly linked with the type of life we have lived while young. One cannot be a miserable and selfish child, teenager, 20,30,40, etc., year-old and then expect to enjoy the final years of your life on earth. 

What We All Will Face

"The following metaphors all describe the deterioration of the body as old age comes on" (Garrett p. 341). 

Not only does all work cease in the grave (Ecc. ), but our productiveness might end a good number of years prior to our actual death. You might live to be 80, but for how long will you able to remain productive? How long really do you have to serve God effectively?

Verse 2
"before the sun, the light, the moon, and the stars are darkened, and clouds return after the rain;"
"before the sun"-note the declining order, the sun, which is the most powerful giver of light, then the moon, then the stars, which are the bearers of the faintest light. Some think this is an illusion to declining eyesight which often afflicts the aged. But it also might picture the gradual decline that precedes death. One moves from the prime of life (the light of the sun), to retirement (the light of the moon), to advanced old age (star light) and finally to death.

"and clouds return after the rain"-clouds are often symbolic of trouble. "one storm succeeds another" (P. P. Comm. p. 297). The word "return" suggests that old age brings one complication or problem after another. One health problem is followed after another. 

Point To Note:

"There is the chill of winter in the air of verse 2, as the rains persist and the clouds turn daylight into gloom, and then night into pitch darkness. It is the scene somber enough to bring home to us not only the fading of physical and mental powers but the more general desolation"s of old age. There are many lights that are liable then to be withdrawn, besides those of the scenes and faculties, as, one by one, old friends are taken, familiar customs change, and long-held hopes now have to be abandoned. All this will come at a stage when there is no longer the resilience of youth or the prospect of recovery to offset it. In one"s early years, and for the greater part of life, troubles and illnesses are chiefly set-backs, not disasters. One expects the sky to clear eventually. It is hard to adjust to the closing of that long chapter: to know that now, in the final stretch, there will be no improvement: the clouds will always gather again, and time will no longer heal, but kill. So it is youth, not age, that these inexorable facts are best confronted, when they can drive us into action---that total response to God which was the subject of verse 1---not into despair and vain regrets" (Kidner pp. 101-102).

Verse 3
"in the day that the watchmen of the house tremble, and mighty men stoop, the grinding ones stand idle because they are few, and those who look through windows grow dim;"
"watchmen of the house tremble"-"Likened to a great house in decline, it"s former glories of power, style, liveliness and hospitality can now be surmised only by contrast with their few, pathetic relics" (Kidner p. 102). Some feel that the watchmen (keepers, guards) of the house are the arms of the human body, which can accomplish most by way of protection. In these verses Solomon appears to depict the declining physical and psychological powers of old age. The arms and hands grow weak and actually begin to tremble.

"mighty men stoop"-the legs grow bent and feeble. The legs of the aged bend themselves, i.e. are shaky and unreliable. "Stooping with age, dragging their feet heavily along, when men are no longer upright in stature" (P.P. Comm. p. 298).

"the grinding ones stand idle because they are few"-Some feel this is a reference to the teeth, which cease to function properly because few of them are left

"those who look through windows grow dim"-i.e. the eyes becoming dim with age (Deut. ). 

Point To Note:

It appears to me that God might be comparing old age to the decline of an estate. In youth the human body is like a prosperous estate, filled with servants, productivity and activity. But old age is like an estate that has fallen into disrepair. Resources are limited, the "servants" (arms, legs, ears, eyes) are old and feeble.

There is a myth in our society that we will eventually turn old age into a great period of vigor and productivity. But since these words were penned almost 3000 years ago, advanced old age hasn"t changed much. Christians need to prepare now for the years of declining health, our faith needs to be strong to face the setbacks, frustrations, problems, etc…, that often face the aged. I need to have the faith in God whereby I cannot only die gracefully but also age gracefully at the same time.

Verse 4
"and the doors on the street are shut as the sound of the grinding mill is low, and one will arise at the sound of the bird, and all the daughters of song will sing softly".

"doors on the street are shut"-i.e. on the street side. Some say this refers to the picture of the lips sinking in, due to the loss of teeth. ""On the streets" suggest communication with the world; but now such activity has ceased. In youth the appetite is keen and the mouth is employed in work and pleasure, but now the lips are drawn over the toothless gums, and the "sound of the grinding mill is low"" (Kidwell p. 278). 

"sound of the grinding mill is low"-"He cannot any more crack or crunch and break his food, one hears only a dull munching and sucking (as he or she eats)" (Keil/Del., pp. 408-409). 

Points To Note:

Some feel that the above verses refer to the ears rather than the mouth. "As people shut doors when they want to exclude outside noise. Deafness is meant, as indicated by the sounds of grinding and singing fading out. But rising up at the sound of birds alludes to a cruel paradox of old age: one cannot hear well, but one sleeps so lightly that the slightest disturbance is sufficient to take away sleep" (Garrett p. 342). 

If we wonder why God allows such suffering, all of us need to remember that mankind, in sinning has brought such upon themselves (Genesis ). The aches, pains and complications associated with aging should remind all of us that we live in a world cursed by sin. A world in which all of us should eventually want to leave. Why should I place all my hopes and goals in a world that, like the Titanic, is sinking! (Matthew 6:19-20; Colossians 3:1-3).

"one will arise at the sound of the bird"-Could refer either to insomnia which is often associated with aging, or the habit of aged people to arise early in the morning, like our, "up with the lark". 

"all the daughters of song will sing softly"-"With old age, these cheerful evidences of a living world about us grow remote and faint; one feels no longer fully part of it" (Kidner p. 103). Even aged Christians can feel that they are isolated from the world and even other believers. This is especially true of those who find themselves house bound due to health complications. Some feel that this refers also to the voice of the aged. The organs of speech, which are now humbled and frail, so that one"s ability to sing is greatly impaired. (See 2 Samuel ). 

Verse 5
"Furthermore, men are afraid of a high place and of terrors on the road; the almond tree blossoms, the grasshopper drags himself along, and the caperberry is ineffective. For man goes to his eternal home while mourners go about in the street."
"afraid of a high place and of terrors on the road"-the "high place" would include a steep place. The aged are often afraid of falling, especially of breaking a hip. "An old man"s fear of falling or being jostled, now that he is unsteady and slow-moving" (Kidner p. 103). "Terrors on the road" would include all sorts of fears which are associated with getting out. Narrow and crowded streets, the danger of being pushed or knocked down, obstacles over which one could easily stumble, or just the difficulty in walking.

This points to a very real fear that the aged have of venturing out. The aged realize that they are vulnerable. Often criminals specifically prey on the aged. And nothing has really changed. Even in modern times, the aged often are very concerned about their personal security, are afraid of venturing out, only drive during the daytime or when traffic is light, go to the store before the crowds hit, etc…Often these fears will dictate how they plan each day.

"the almond tree blossoms"-when the almond tree blossoms, it is filled with while blossoms. "The almond tree first puts forth light, pink blossoms which turn snowy white before falling from the limbs to the ground" (Kidwell p. 279). This appears refer to the hair changing from a dark color to gray or white.

"the grasshopper drags himself along"-"speaks of the body being bent and one"s walk being slowed; the grasshopper, normally moving about quickly, is an apt figure of the past liveliness of one"s childhood and youth" (Bible Knowledge Comm. p. 1005). 

"the caperberry is ineffective"-"the Desire shall fail" (ASV). The caperberry was highly regarded as a stimulus to appetite and as an aphrodisiac. The flower bud of this berry has been used since antiquity as a spice. This appears to refer to a loss of appetite, whether for food, or a loss of sexual desire. 

"For man goes to his eternal home while mourners go about in the street"-And our eternal home can either be comfort or torment (Matthew ). While life here is temporary and fleeting, eternity is permanent! The verse also seems to reveal the ineffectiveness of human power. All that we can do when a person dies is mourn, we are completely helpless in the face of death. Clearly, we must reject the view of those who claim that the writer of Ecclesiastes didn"t believe in an afterlife.

Verse 6
"Remember Him before the silver cord is broken and the golden bowl is crushed, the pitcher by the well is shattered and the wheel at the cistern is crushed;"
"before"-this verse goes back to the admonition found in . God is admonishing all young people to seriously consider what the future holds. Serve God now while you have youth, energy, and vigor! "Seize the day-not for self, but for God". Because you will face old age and dying, just like every other generation.

"silver cord….golden bowl….pitcher by the well"-"the pictures of verse 6 capture the beauty and fragility of the human frame: a masterpiece delicately wrought as any work of art (Psalm ), yet as breakable as a piece of earthenware, and as useless in the end as a broken wheel. The first half of this verse seems to portray a golden lamp suspended by a silver chain; it will take only the snapping of a link to let it fall and be spoilt. And if this seems too finely-drawn a picture of our familiar selves, it is balanced by the scene at the deserted well---eloquent of the transience of the simplest, most basic things we do. There will be a last time for every familiar journey, every routine job" (Kidner pp. 103-104).

The idea also seems to be of things broken beyond hope of repair. As far as man and his power is concerned, death is final (Hebrews ). While we are young, we think that we are invincible and will live forever. But the truth of the matter is that we are just as fragile as a pitcher (James 4:13ff).

Verse 7
"then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return to God who gave it."
"then"-following the moment of death. The physical body will immediately begin the process of decay, and the spirit will return to its Creator. Man is a dual being (James ). Here we see the vanity of putting all our hopes and dreams in the beauty or continued existence of the human body. All human bodies eventually end up as a pile of dust.

Points To Note:

2 God is also the author of our spirits (Zech. ; Genesis 1:26-27), which clearly establishes the principle of ownership. "The body will revert to its own elements, and the spirit was always God"s to give, and God"s to take away" (Kidner p. 104). 2. Every spirit is accountable to God and will answer and be judged by God (2 Cor. 5:10). Every spirit will meet its Maker. 3. Clearly, death isn"t the end of man. We must reject the idea that one ceases to be at death or that man doesn"t have a soul. If this is the case, then "what" returns to God? 4. The word "dust" takes our minds back to Genesis 2:7 and 3:19. Science tells us that all of the chemicals that make up a man (human body) are also found in the soil.

Verse 8
"Vanity of vanities," says the Preacher, "all is vanity!"

This is a conclusion summing up Solomon"s observations of this physical world or life under the sun. He has indeed proven his point. "Having demonstrated the limitations of all human efforts (:9) and of all human wisdom (6:10-11:6), Solomon then reiterated the theme with which he opened his book (1:2)" (Bible Knowledge Comm. pp. 1005-1006). "with the experience of the whole book behind us, the finality with this chapter"s haunting pictures of mortality to enforce the point, we come back to the initial cry, Vanity of vanities, and find it justified. Nothing in our search has led us home; nothing that we are offered under the sun is ours to keep (not even our own physical body)….But we are forgetting the context. This very passage points us beyond anything "under the sun", in the words your Creator, and it invites response to Him. It also points us to the present, as the time of opportunity. Death has not yet reached out to us: let it rattle its chains at us and stir us into action!" (Kidner p. 104). 

"the Preacher"-reflects the hortatory nature of this book and especially these closing words. Solomon has indeed been "preaching" to us. Let us never tire of being "preached to" (2 Timothy ).

Verse 9
"In addition to being a wise man, the Preacher also taught the people knowledge; and he pondered, searched out and arranged many proverbs."
Solomon didn"t not merely possess wisdom or a high IQ, but made good use of it for the instruction of others. And neither was Solomon a proud thinker who has not time for lesser minds! He took pains to teach the common people. 

"pondered, searched out and arranged"-He carefully examined every fact and argument before it was presented to his audience or the people. The expression "searched out", means to accurately search out, to investigate, connotes a diligent difficult probing.

"many proverbs"-which is something that Solomon did (1 Kings ). God is telling us the extreme care which went into composing not only this book but also the book of Proverbs.

Verse 10
"The Preacher sought to find delightful words and to write words of truth correctly."
"find delightful words"-"Made search for words which were pleasing" (Bas); "He did not hastily record what he sought to impart but implies a careful search after the most acceptable "right" terms for conveying the message" (Leupold p. 294)

"words of truth correctly"-"And to set down truthful thoughts in a straightforward manner" (Jerus). 

Points To Note:

2 God is telling us that He never sacrifices the truth in order to retain readers. 2. Tremendous attention has been given to both form and content. 3. What is written is factual knowledge, this isn"t a book of allegory, myth or fiction. This verse should be the pattern for every teacher: "teachers must go ahead of pupils to seek out the truth and so convey it to their pupils. In addition, a teacher seeks to make his or her words as palatable as possible and teaches in a way that communicates well" (Garrett p. 344). 

Verse 11
"The words of wise men are like goads, and masters of these collections are like well-driven nails; they are given by one Shepherd."
"words of wise man are like goads"-"The goad was a rod with an iron spike, or sharpened at the end used for driving oxen (Judges ; 1 Samuel 12:21; Acts 9:5)" (P.P. Comm. 304). 

Points To Note:

2 "Like goads they can rouse to action, promote reflection, restrain from error, impel to right; if they hurt and sting, the pain which they inflict is healthful, for good and not for evil" (P.P. Comm. p. 3-4). 2. "The purpose of goads is to prod the sluggish to action. Good proverbs do that. They bear in them power to give a mental and spiritual stimulus" (Leupold p. 295). 3. "they spur the will and stick in the memory" (Kidner p. 106) 4. The verse infers that we all need a good "goading" now and then (2 Tim. ; 3:16-17).

"and masters of these collections are like well-driven nails"-i.e. the collection of words from wise men. The book of Ecclesiastes is such a collection. Such words are like well-driven nails: "For nails fastened give a definite point on which all manner of things may be hung, so stable words of the wise give a man something to hold and to tie. They furnish a kind of mental anchorage" (Leupold p. 295). "a picture of that which makes something fixed and immovable, a symbol of the stabilizing and sure character of wise teachings" (Garrett p. 344). 

The words of Scripture are like nails in the sense that they establish a definite and sure reference point, something upon which you can hang everything, a definite point that will not move with time and culture (John ). They also "nail down" all sorts of truths, so that we can say, "this is the truth", this is the final say.

"they are given by one Shepherd"-The origin of such words, the reason for the unity behind such words, is that God is the true author and editor of Scripture (Psalm ; 1 Peter 2:25; 5:4). This is a definite claim that the content of this book came from God. Observe the correct and clear conception of the inspiration of the Old Testament. These men knew they were writing the words of God (2 Peter 1:20-21). Note, just because Solomon searched, pondered and sought (12:10), doesn"t mean that he was necessarily writing down his own opinion. All true wisdom comes from one Shepherd.

Verse 12
"But beyond this, my son, be warned: the writing of many books is endless, and excessive devotion to books is wearying to the body."
"be warned"-"Curiously enough, as verse 12 perceives, this may not suit us. We grow addicted to research itself, in love with our hard questions. An answer would spoil everything" (Kidner p. 106). 

Points To Note:

2 Here is an admonition to all of us. There is a great temptation on the part of mankind to seek answers beyond those God had given through the wise. How many people keep looking for answers, when God has already clearly given the answer? And how many people are more in love with searching for an answer, then in actually wanting to find one? There is a time when research must end and application must begin. 2. This verse isn"t talking about the writing of inspired books, which are not endless in number. In addition, we are to diligently study the word of God (2 Timothy ). 3. "It is the nature of the wisdom of this world to never give a final answer to the most basic and penetrating questions of life" (Kidwell p. 280). It is also the nature of this world"s wisdom to always want to hear something new or novel, or to jump on the latest self-help book. 

Verse 13
"The conclusion, when all has been heard is: fear God and keep His commandments, because this applies to every person."
"The conclusion"-lit., "the sum of all". The final result after all is learned.

"when all has been heard"-The point is that no matter "how much" could be said…we would always reach this same conclusion. 

"fear God and keep His commandments"-if one respects God, they will naturally obey what He has said. In the final analysis the fear of God and the love of God result in the same thing, i.e. obedience (John ; Romans 13:9-10). ""Fear God" is a call that puts us in our place, and all other fears, hopes and admiration"s in their place" (Kidner p. 107). 

Points To Note:

2 Therefore, to obey God is what is means to be truly human. "Humanity sought to become like God in disobeying him, but instead they lost the one thing that made them truly human" (Garrett p. 344). 2. No human being is exempt from keeping the commands of God. Note, Solomon didn"t say, "This applies to every Jewish person". Lit., this expression (this applies to every man) means "this is every man", i.e. this is the duty of every man. "we might translate it, "is all that there is to man"" (Kidner p. 107). "For this man was made and placed in the world; this is his real object, the chief good, which he has to seek, and which alone will secure contentment and happiness" (P.P. Comm. p. 306). 

Verse 14
"For God will bring every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is good or evil."
Points To Note:

2 "with the final blow that is sharp enough to hurt, but shrewd enough to jolt us out of apathy. It kills complacency to know that nothing goes unnoticed and unassessed, not even the things that we disguise from ourselves. But at the same time it transforms life. If God cares as much as this, nothing can be pointless….it colors all the teaching of Christ, to whom no detail on earth could be too small to matter in heaven---an idle word (Matt. ), the death of a sparrow (10:29), a cup of cold water (10:42), the repentance of one sinner (Luke 15:7)" (Kidner p. 107). 2. "Everything"-we can"t hide anything from God, therefore, we need to be honest with ourselves and the Scriptures (Hebrews 4:12-13). 3. Good and evil do exist, there are objective and timeless standards for what is right and wrong. God isn"t going to excuse evil. See Proverbs 15:3; 1 Corinthians 4:5 

Apart from God everything is vanity, with God, everything matters! As someone noted, "Keep your eye on God because He is keeping His eye on you". 

